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MARCONI added a touch of 


depth to its squad late last 


week when they announced 
the signing of Robbie 
Hooker. 


The former Socceroo 
defender is known in the 


game as ’Happy’ and he made 
coach Frank Farina smile 
when he signed on the dotted 
line, even more so after the 
Bossley Park club had lost out 
to Northern Spirit in the race 
for Matthew Bingley. 


THE player drain continues 
this week with the news that 
Melbourne Knights brilliant 
youngster Tom Pondeljak is 
off to Europe where he hopes 
to pursue a full-time career in 
soccer. 


Until the game embraces 
full time professionalism the 
drain will continue and now 
over a dozen of our best 
youngsters have left for 
Europe since the start of the 
1998/99 Ericsson Cup season. 


HAPPY HAS SIGNED .... 


Jimmy Mackay 


IT HAS TAKEN 25 years 
but finally Australian 
soccer will stand up and 
give formal and official 
Tecognition to the stars of 
1974. 

A quarter of a century 
ago Australia flew to 
Germany for its as-yet 
only ever appearance in a 
World Cup finals. 

Paid a pittance and 
shunned by soccer 
authorities almost totally 


Ottie Abonyi 


since, the red carpet treat- 
ment will be laid down 
this Sunday when Soccer 
Australia inducts the EN- 
TIRE travelling party 
into its inaugural Soccer 
Hall of Fame. 

In a game which has 
been ripped asunder in 
recent years by internal 
fighting this single step 
of recognition will heal 
more wounds than any 
other single act. 


CAR & UTE RENTALS 


SYDNEY, MELBOURNE, 
BRISBANE, CAIRNS 


In a word it is BRIL- 
LIANT. 

A few years ago I was 
told by a then-prominent 
Soccer Australia official 
that they wouldn't recog- 
nise the magnificence of 
our ‘74 heroes because 
World Cup coach Rale 
Rasic wasn’t a popular 
figure with the hierarchy. 


CARS FROM $29 A DAY 
PH: 61 2 9332 3777 
www.ascotcarrental.com.au 


Manfred Schaefer 


BRUCE CANVIPBELL 


Chairman David Hill 
took the first step in 
righting a tragic injustice 
when he paraded the °74 
Socceroos before the Iran 
match in 1997, 

Now new chairman 
Basil Scarsella has taken 
it a stage further and 
given our most successful 
ever team the ultimate 


Rale Rasic 


recognition by installing 
them as inaugural induc- 
tees into Soccer’s Hall of 
Fame which will be un- 
veiled at a star-studded 
bash at the Wentworth 
Hotel in Sydney this Sun- 
day 


ry. 

Inside Soccer salutes 
those heroes — but it also 
acknowledges the mar- 


NATIONAL RESERVATIONS 


TEL: 13 24 94 


vellous gesture by our 
game’s administrators. 

“I’m touched,” one of 
our greatest ever players 
told me when he received 
his invitation. 

“Tt is always good to 
meet up with the boys — it 
has only happened twice 
so far, so this will be a 


Johnny Warren 


eted the Aussies to a 
place in the sun with a 
brilliant thunderbolt 
against South Korea but 
he died last year follow- 
ing a heart attack. 

Now his memory will 
live on, finally recog- 
nised by the game’s rul- 
ing body. 


memorable day.” : A few tears will be 
Sadly, the late Jimmy shed on Sunday but the 
Mackay will not be there. red carpet has been rolled 


The stylish Scot rock- 


out — at last. 


INTERNATIONAL RESERVATIONS 
FAX: 61 2 9332 3555 
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Commitment 
to regional 
soccer 
development 


By TONY MOFFITT 


MAINTAINING a commitment to regional soccer 
at the youth level, Northern New South Wales Fed- 
eration coaching staff will today (Feb 23) fly out for 
Tamworth to conduct a series of intensive training 
sessions. 

Coaching and Development officers for the Fed- 
eration, Bruce Tracey and Tracy Baker will conduct 
the coaching and development sessions in the North 
West District Soccer Association. 

Tracy Baker recently played in the Australian 
Youth Team against the Netherlands. 

The North West ITC squads will train with Baker 
and Tracey at Federation Park, Tamworth this even- 
ing. Tomorrow and Thursday have been set aside 
for school coaching sessions which are being held 
for our Lady of the Rosary College. 

Federation Park will also be the venue. 

Tomorrow afternoon the training time will be 
tumed over to improving the skills of Government 
schoolgirls. 

During the tour of the region, Baker and Tracey 
have also scheduled a session with The North West 
DSA representative coaches. 

Ina busy three-day agenda, Thursday night has 
been set aside for training sessions with the North 
West 14, 15 and 16 representative teams. 

The sessions have been organised at the request of 
Mr David Coupland, from Our Lady of the Rosary 
College. 

They follow last season’s visit to the region which 
was rated as highly successful. 

“There was about fifty giris involved last year 
from Tamworth and surrounding areas and follow- 
ing the visit the girls competition was formed, so we 
will be keen to see how the standard has pro- 
gresses,“ Bruce Tracey said. 
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t’s sixteen for 


next season 


Scarsella lays rumour 
of reduced league to 
rest — and promotion 
and relegation is on 
its way too 


By Alan Clark 


SOCCER Australia 
Chairman Basil Scarsella 
promised to retain all 15 
existing Ericsson Cup 
clubs for season 
1999/2000, _ increasing 
the competition to 16 
with the addition of one, 
as yet undecided, expan- 
sion side. 

Mr Scarsella an- 
nounced that no existing 
club will be dumped from 
the league for next season 
at the recent Annual Gen- 
eral Meeting of the Aus- 
tralian Soccer Media As- 
sociation, Victorian 
Branch. 

He said the only reason 
any club would not be 
included is if the club 
itself decided to with- 
draw. 

In the event a club did 
withdraw, the competi- 
tion would still look to 
involve sixteen teams and 
so allow the opportunity 
for the entry of another 
team. 

Regardless of how 
many new teams were 
admitted, there would be 
a joining fee of around 
$500,000 as a minimum. 

According to Mr 
Scarsella, this fee would 
not apply to existing 


clubs continuing their 
membership, unless own- 
ership changed as in the 
recent case of Carlton. 

The fee would also 
apply in these cases, Mr 
Scarsella told the media. 

When asked about 
plans for a promotion 
and relegation system 
affecting the national 
league, Mr Scarsella said 
he prefers that such a 
system exist, but would 
not proceed to introduce 
one until he was satisfied 
that the formula for iden- 
tifying the relegated’ and 
promoted clubs was ap- 
propriate. 


He said that although 
there is such a system 
currently, he was not sat- 
isfied that it was the right 
one, and the fact that it 
had not been used for 
many years was ar. indi- 
cation it lacked support. 

Mr Scarsella_ re- 
affirmed that a national 
coach would not be ap- 
pointed until later in 
1999, 

The Media Association 
awarded their annual 
prize for excellence in 
football administration to 
Carlton General Manager 
Lou Sticca in recognition 
of his efforts to ensure 


Hodgson in talks 
with Scarsella, 
Mitchell is the 


people’s favourite 


By Bruce Campbell 
& Paul Millar 


ROY Hodgson has be- 
come the raging hot fa- 
vourite for the Socceroo 
coaching vacancy after 
arriving in Australia last 
week, 

Soccer Australia chair- 
man Basil Scarsella made 
it clear that the much 
travelled Englishman was 
only a contender and 
there was plenty of oppo- 
sition locally. 

"T plan to talk to him in, 
but it's premature to say 
that I'll offer him 
the job,” Scarsella said. 

In fact Scarsella 
Stressed that Frank Fa- 
rina, Eddie Kmncevic, 
Dave Mitchell and sev- 
eral other Ericsson Cup 
coaches would be asked 
to stake their claims for 


the position. 

"Not for one moment 
have I discounted the 
appointment of an Aus- 
tralian coach," he told 
Inside Soccer. 

However he conceded 
that Hodgson did have 
the credentials and his- 
tory. 

The 51-year-old 
coached Inter Milan to a 
UEFA Cup final, won 
five consecutive league 
titles with Malmo and 
coached the Swiss na- 
tional side for four years. 

"He'd be a person obvi- 
ously eminently qualified 
to do the job," Scarselia 
said. 

Hodgson, whose last 
coaching job was Black- 
burn Rovers, is in Austra- 
lia to conduct a series 
of coaching seminars and 
is also a presenter at the 


Inside Soccer’s TRIVIA MOMENTS 


Sponsored by SOCCERLINE 
EEE 
NAME the last FOUR Socceroo 


coaches. 


ANSWER: see Ram Scoreboard, p30. 


World Congress of Sci- 
ence in Football in 
Sydney. 

Soccer Australia has 
refused to be rushed on 
the appointment of a re- 
placement for ~ Terry 
Venables, who also 
missed out on the Eng- 
land job - with Kevin 
Keegan taking the reins 
at least until June. 

Meanwhile, calls for 
Sydney United coach 
Davie Mitchell to be in- 
volved in the new set-up 
are increasing. 

Mitchell, who has per- 
formed miracles at 
United, is now the clear 
favourite with Australia’s 
soccer public. 

Coincidentally it looks 
like Mitchell could well 
be on the dole come the 
end of May with the in- 
creasing likelihood that 
Sydney United will be 
unable to continue in the 
Ericsson Cup. 

That would make the 
former international 
striker an ideal call-up for 
at least some role with 
the Socceroos. 

If Soccer Australia fails 
to include a locally-based 
coach in the set-up then 
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the successful genesis of 
Carlton - which reached 
the Grand Final in its 
inaugural season last 
year - and his steering of 
the club through its new 
ownership over recent 
weeks. 

Ms Mary Pirchin on 
behalf of South Mel- 
bourne donated a $1,000 
cheque to the Laurie 
Schwab Fellowship, set 
up to honour the work of 
the renowned late foot- 
ball writer for The Age 
and editor of the es- 
teemed but now defunct 
Soccer Action who died 
suddenly in 1997. 


there is the danger of a 
message being sent that 
there is no future in club 
coaching in this country. 


The donation follows 
an agreement that the 
winner of last year’s 
Grand Final between the 
two Melbourne clubs that 
the winning GM would 
make that donation. 

An annual match takes 
place between two of the 
late Laurie Schwab's fa- 
vourite teams — South 
Melbourne and Mel- 
bourne Knights - which 
also helps fund the Fel- 
Towship. 


FOOTNOTE: Soccer 
Australia will hold its 
AGM next Sunday, 28 
February. 


Scarsella is sure to ad- 
dress that question in his 
thinking over the next 
few weeks. 


SHOULD ROY HODGSON 
BE NAMED AUSTRALIA’S 
NEXT COACH? 


Register your vote with Soccerline 


results posted in next week’s Inside Soccer. 


dial 1902 241 572 


Cost of call: 95c/min. INFORMATEL 
Higher rates from mobile and pay phones 


By Derek Royal 


ERICSSON Cup general 
manager Stefan Kamasz 
believes that the estab- 
lishment of a new Par- 
ramatta-based national 
league club would be a 
positive move for the 
game in Australia. 

“The team would repre- 
sent an area of Sydney 
rather than one particular 
community group and as 
we've seen by the success 
of Perth Glory and 
Northern Spirit, who rep- 
resent the whole commu- 
nity, that’s an advan- 
tage,” said Kamasz. 

“Tt’s important that a 
new team has as broad a 
support base as possible 
and that would be more 
possible with a team 
coming in from Par- 
ramatta.” 

But while Kamasz and 
Soccer Australia chief 
executive David Woolley 
have discussed the possi- 
bilities with Parramatta 
Leagues supremo Denis 
Fitzgerald and former 
Labor Federal govern- 
ment minister Gary 
Punch, Soccer Australia 
has yet to receive an offi- 

cial proposal. 

“The meeting was in- 


teresting and the commit- 
ment by Parramatta 
Leagues Club to put con- 
siderable sums of money 
into the sport was inter- 
esting,” said Kamasz, 
“but until we see the bid 
document it’s premature 
to comment on how good 
the bid actually is.” 

Fitzgerald officially 
announced plans to apply 
for inclusion into the 
league in partnership 
with Punch and _ state 
league club Parramatta 
Eagles last month. 

The team will play at 
Parramatta Stadium and 
Fitzgerald said his club 
was. prepared to under- 
write the venture to the 
tune of $500,000 a year 
for three years. 

Soccer Australia regu- 
lations stipulate that new 
clubs must pay a licence 
fee of a quarter of a mil- 
lion dollars and a bank 
guarantee in favour of the 
national body for the 
same amount. 

“Any new club coming 
into the league is going to 
have to demonstrate to 
Soccer Australia that 
they’re adequately capi- 
talised,” said Kamasz. 

“By that, clubs need 
between three to five 


World Cup referee dies; 
the ’66 legend lives on 


million dollars to start off 
in this league and to sus- 
tain the early losses, set- 
up costs, etc.” 

NSW Minister for 
Sport and Recreation 
Gabrielle Harrison fully 
endorses the Parramatta 
bid. 

“This proposal has my 
strong support,” Ms 
Harrison told Inside Soc- 
cer. 

“Parramatta Leagues 
Club has been actively 
involved with Parramatta 
Eagles for a number of 
years and has established 
quite a deal of credibility 
within the sport. 

“Tt would also encour- 
age our local players to 
aspire to represent their 
district in another high 
profile sport and, impor- 
tantly, fit well within the 
Soccer Australia philoso- 
phy of establishing teams 
with a strong regional 
identity.” 

Players such as former 
Socceroo Matthew Bin- 
gley, Marconi captain 
Brad Maloney, Wollon- 
gong’s Robbie Stanton 
and goal-scoring ace 
David Searle, who is cur- 
rently playing in Eng- 
land, were all brought up 
within a stone’s throw of 


Parramatta Stadium, 
demonstrating the tre- 
mendous potential in the 


area. 
Harrison 


also 


Gabrielle Harrison: throwing in her support for Parramatta bid 


government approved an 


an- increase in the seating 


nounced that the NSW capacity of Parramatta 


Parramatta bid still 
not on the table 


Stadium from 20,000 to 
25,000. 
“This is great news for 


stadium patrons,” she 
said. 
“This approval will 


give a tremendous boost 
to the proposal to enter a 
Parramatta-based team 
into the national soccer 
competition.” 

Parramatta Stadium 
would certainly be one of 
the best facilities in soc- 
cer and the proposed club 
has the potential to out- 
strip Northen Spirit in 
terms of crowd support - 
provided the newcomer’s 
are marketed as well as 
the Sydney northside 
club. 

The state government 
has also indicated that in 
the long term, the capac- 
ity of the stadium could 
be increased to 35,000, 
making it an invaluable 
resource for the code in 
Australia. 

The financial stability 
of Parramatta Leagues 
Club and the organisa- 
tion’s experience of run- 
ning a football club, 
aligned with the soccer 
expertise of the Par- 
ramatta Eagles, could 
prove to be a successful 
combination. 


By Gennady Fyodorov 
in Moscow 


NIKOLAI Latyshev, the man 
who disclosed two jars of 
Russian caviar may have 


helped England win 
the 1966 World Cup, has died 
in Moscow aged 85. 


A spokesman for the Rus- 
sian Football Union said on 
Thursday the Soviet-era 
World Cup referee had died in 
hospital late on Wednesday 
after being taken ill that even- 
ing. 

Latyshev is best remem- 
bered for refereeing the 1962 
World Cup final in Chile and 
for his recollections of the 
1966 World Cup in England. 

Last month in an interview 
Latyshev revealed how caviar 
may have changed the out- 


come of the 1966 final in 
which England beat the for- 
mer West Germany 4-2. 

In that game, Soviet lines- 
man Tofik Bakhramov con- 
vinced Swiss referee Gottfried 
Dienst that Geoff Hurst's con- 
troversial third goal, which 
crashed down off the bar, had 
crossed the goal line before 
bouncing out. 

The arguments have raged 
ever since and followed Bak- 
hramov, who died in 1993, 
and Dienst, who died last 
June, to their graves. 

Latyshev recalled how Bak- 
hramov lobbied to get the job 
on the line with the help of 
two jars of caviar, a great deli- 
cacy. 

"He wanted very much to 
officiate in a World Cup final 
and came to me for help," said 


Latyshev, who was on the 
1966 referee selection panel. 

"As we were from the same 
country, I didn't think I could 
lobby for him. 

“So I told him to ask some- 
one else," he said. 

“There was a man from Ma- 
laysia on the committee and 
Bakhramov went to him,” the 
former referee said. 

"As far as I remember, two 
jars of Russian caviar did the 
trick." 

The Malaysian official, Koe 
Ewe Teik, also died some 
years ago, so it will never 
truly be determined what hap- 
pened, just as it will never be 
known for sure if Hurst's shot 
was in or out. 

Latyshey is survived by a 
son, a daughter and their three 
children. 
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SOME people mistakenly imagine that 
all news stories are generated by papa- 
razzi hiding in bushes and behind tele- 
phone boxes. 

The truth, sadly, is far less glamor- 
ous than that. 

Pil preface that by saying that ALL 
news is created by, at least in our case 
of reference, soccer clubs. 

That could be players, it could be 
officials (and it often is) or it could be 
an incident at a game. 

T go to pains to point that out be- 
cause the press does not make the 
news, it just reports it. 

And while some clubs just sand by 
in the slow lane others move up a gear 
and help to generate the news by way 
of press release. 

Press releases are certainly not the 
| be-all and end-all of life in a newspa- 
per office, but they sure help. 

Often a good release gives us a lead 
to what becomes a top story. 

In other cases it lets us inform you, 
our valued reader, what is happening 
at a particular club; who has been 
signed, what the score was and so on. 

So stand up and take a bow Shane 
Johnson of Newcastle Breakers. 

Shane produces more press releases 
for the Breakers than any other club. 

For the record we get regular re- 
leases from Marconi also and they are 
good too. 

We also get supplied regular infor- 
mation from Carlton but rarely get a 
Teleases relative to news. 

Occasionally we get something from 
the Wolves, Adelaide City and simi- 
larly from Olympic. 

From the others we get nothing., 
nix, zilcho, diddly squat. 

T can only presume that their press 
officers are far too busy to send out 
press releases, 

I know that this column is well read 
in the halls of football politicos and I 
am just as certain that this remark will 
stir up some action. 

Good, because if I was paying a 
press officer who couldn’t get off his/ 
her lazy backside to send a soccer 
publication a regular press release 
then I would give them the shove. 

By the way, press releases from Soc- 
cer Australia are tops. 

In the last year or so the amount of 
information emanating from Padding- 
ton is increasing. 

T'll ket you know shortly just how 
the state associations fare but already 
in the running for the tops award is 
Otto Bader from Illawarra Soccer As- 
sociation. 

Maybe the ‘non-regionals’ really do 
think that we live in bushes at the back 
of their offices. 

Hmmm. Interesting. 


I'VE been bombarded recently by 


[Bruce Campbell 


IT’S ONLY AN OPINION 


PLAZA 


calls about the ticket prices for the 
FIFA All Stars match in June, 

I have to report that not one of my 
callers had a kindly word to say about 
the prices. 

Well, bollocks to you all. 

T get so fed up with the constant 
whining in Australian soccer. 

‘You don’t like the price, you don’t 
like the name, you don’t like the 
coach. 

Surely, it is time some people 
bloody well grew up. 

If you don’t want to pay $200 then 
just don’t go — but don’t waste my 
time by slobbering about it. 

After all what the hell can I do? 

Why should I write an editorial 
about the money-grabbing parasites 
who are jumping onto the bandwagon 
called soccer and stripping it of every 
vestige of profit? 

Why should I even complain about 
the clubs who are only intent on flog- 
ging off players to Europe? 

Why should I bother that these 
clubs are starting to serve up what is 
fast becoming a third-rate product? 


MAYBE the most fudicrous press 
release I received during the week 
was from Wollongong Wolves who 
boasted about becoming ‘importers’ 
of talent by landing the two Tahitians 
you'll read about elsewhere in Inside 
Soccer. 

TAHITI — wasn’t that the country 
that the Aussies hammered by some 
ridiculous score, so big I can’t even 
be bothered to look it up. 

I know how difficult it was for the 
Canberra Cosmos to convince the 
ASF that Gordon Hunter should get a 
visa — and he had played nearly 400 
games in the Scottish Premier League 
as well as playing for Scotland at 
Under 21 level. 

I know because I was the one who 
had to prepare the document which 
would convince Paddington. 

Tahiti? Come on, Nick, you’ve got 
to be joking ~— if those two lads get a 
visa then the game has really slipped 
back to third rate level, I just hope 
that the powers that be aren’t as daft. 


STILL on press releases (why not 
tide a good thing all the way, to the 
wining post?). 

What about the Ericsson Cup club 
which sent out a media release to 
announce it had beaten a State 
League division one club 11-0 in a 
trial game? 

Was there any covert reason why 
they didn’t tell the press about the 
game — BEFORE it was played? 

But maybe that’s not a bad idea — 
don’t tell us about any games, just 
send the scores in — it'll save a lot of 
money and effort. 


White Knights 


SOCCER _ supporters 
often need continual 
information to keep 


them up to date in the 
national league. In Aus- 
tralia it is sparse, except 
for two papers, ABSW 
and Inside Soccer. 

The first has been 
around for many years, it 
doesn't focus enough on 
the real stories that hap- 
pen week to week and 
mainly runs player pro- 
files or stories from the 
four Diegos (what crap). 

Hats off to Inside Soc- 
cer for a 10 out of 10 
paper. 

If the current trends 
continue the white 
knights of Olympic are 
throwing large sums of 
money away. 

How can they run a 
semi professional club 
with crowds averaging 
under five thousand? 

Their biggest crowd 
this season was against 
Spirit due to fact that 
there was around three 
thousand travelling sup- 
porters. The majority of 
them crammed into one 
end behind the goals. 

Atmosphere was in my 
opinion the best this 
season (at a Spirit 
match) including the 
Perth Glory and Marconi 
games. 

The songs ranged from 
its "just like watching - 
just like watching Bra- 
zil" to "Does your 


~ mother wax her back", 


that tune goes even bet- 
ter when you are only a 
couple of metres away 
from George Bouhout- 
SOs. 


On many occasions 
there would be Greek 
families walking into 
Belmore with the adults 
wearing their Greek col- 
ours and their children 
carrying Northern Spirit 
flags and wearing the 
playing strips. 

Is Olympic fair 
dinkum, what hope have 
they got of attracting 
new supporters if they 
can't even attract sup- 
porters of Greek parent- 
age? 

Will their sponsorship 
be ethnic-based in the 
years to come as their 
main sponsor was signed 
prior to Spirit, or will 
they disappear like the 
other clubs around them 
eg. Melbourne Knights, 
Gippsland, Sydney 
United and Adelaide 
Sharks? 


BARBER SHOP 


“The Sportsman’s 


Barber” 
See Rocky or Frank 
Shop 6, Short Street, Manly 


PAGE 4 Inside Soccer 


(near the Post office) 


TEL: (02) 9977 6704 
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And does John Taylor 
(the Sydney Telegraph's 
soccer writer) have a pro- 
tected interest for Olym- 
pic and Sydney United or 
is he a closet supporter 


who doesn't attend 
games? 
Either that or he doesn't 


report crowd trouble at 
their home games, just 
Northern Spirit and I 
might add that they were 
the ethnic travelling sup- 
porters from the other 
clubs lighting flares, en- 
tering the playing field, 
throwing objects at the 
opposition supporters 
(note that was only at 
Edensor Park not Olym- 
pic). 

Weil done John Taylor, 
I see you’re always up to 
date on your facts. 

Darren Hughes 

E-mail 

(Ah well, Darren you 

can't please everybody 
all of the time. 

Spirit has surely woken 
the massive soccer poten- 
tial in Sydney out of its 
coma — and it’s great. 

I have personally sat 
beside JT at a recent 
Spirit game and heard 
him say just how brilliant 
he thinks the club is for 
the game. 

But, like every decent 
Journo, he has to try and 
present his copy in a 
non-biased fashion. 

I'd have ten bucks on 
with you though that his 
son is a Spirit fan too, 
like most of the young- 
sters in Sydney. ~— Ed). 


Rotten Sharks 
CONGRATULATIONS 
on your comments and 
article in the 9 and 16 
February issues of this 
great publication regard- 
ing the Adelaide Sharks 
fiasco. 

T’m impressed to see 
someone is prepared to 
speak out and report on 
the shonky treatment 
given out by the so-called 
owner of the Sharks. 

Here (Con Makris) is a 
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person who boasts to the 
media about how wealthy 
he is and his vision for 
the club. What a great 
con. 

Behind the scenes he 
does not demonstrate his 
sincerity as other share- 
holders, coaching staff, 
players and supporters 
suffer. 

I have just returned 
from Adelaide where I 
spent time with Manfred 
Schaefer and some play- 
ers to be horrified with 
the treatment they are 
getting from this person. 

Right from the start 
players had to wait for up 
to four weeks for pay- 
ments. 

Manfred had to argue 
and fight with him 
(Makris) all the time to 
make sure players re- 
ceived their money re- 
sulting in his sacking for 
being loyal and having a 
concern for his players. 

Manfred still has the 
support from the Sharks 
football supporters in- 
cluding some players 
which was evident when 
he visited Hindmarsh 
Stadium for the Perth 
Glory game. 


Everyone came up to 
him and sook his hand 
and asked him to come 
back while Adrian San- 
trac, the stand-in coach, 
was boo-ed off the field 
as it was quite obvious 
that under his leadership 
the team lacks direction. 

I fail to understand why 
the SASF and SA or the 
Players Union do not 
take action against such 
behaviour and protect the 
players. 

I had a spare flight 
ticket to Sydney for their 
leading player as he was 
totally cheesed off. 

The Union advised 
against him using it be- 
cause of a technicality. 

What rot! Players con- 
tracts were broken by the 
owner due to  non- 
payments, disclosure of 
financial arrangements 
etc. and the Union can 
not act. 

This proves again Aus- 
tralian Soccer is still in 
the dark ages and while 
we have incompetent 
people in charge things 
will never improve. 

Ted Lange 
Kellyville NSW 


(I am sure that this par- 
ticular story isn't in its 
final chapter yet. 

It is difficult to com- 
ment on the Player’s Un- 
ion situation without 
knowing what action the 
players have taken to 
help themselves. 

Unless they have for- 
mally, and in writing, 
requested that their back 
monies be paid then the 
contract is not breached. 

This is perhaps the 


technicality that you were 
advised off. 
But it still sucks. — Ed). 


Brazilian Magic 
I HAVE just read the 
article entitled ‘Searching 
for Brazilian Magic’ on 
Alex Moreira in the 16 
February issue. 

What a guy! 

Not only is he a great 
guy with incredible soc- 
cer skills but he has 
dreams and one of his 
hopes for the future is to 
represent Australia. 

I could definitely see 
that. 

He has. a fot of praise 
for Carlton coach Eddie 
Kincevic. 

I enjoy watching 
Carlton play and with 
players such as Moreira, 
Marco Bresciano and 
new signing Archie 
Thompson in the team it 
has become such an ex- 
citement to watch every 
game. 

(Pll definitely be 
Carlton’s Number 2 male 
supporter always. 

Good luck for the rest 
of the season to Eddie 
and the team. 

Ronin Chiotellis 


vic 


(Carlton have been a 
credit to the game since 
they joined the league. 

With that Brazilian 
Magic maybe they are 
heading for a second 
finals spot. — Ed). 


South Africa 
AUSTRALIA plays 
South Africa in rugby 
and cricket on a regular 
basis. So why don’t we 
play soccer against South 
Africa? 

They are an ideal oppo- 
nent: already a strong 
side and sure to develop 
into a formidable force in 
the world game over the 
next ten years. 

It’s never too late to 
forge strong links with 
South African soccer, 
even though it’s crazy 
that this hasn’t already 
been done. 

Perhaps an annual tro- 
phy could be organised 
on a home and away ba- 
sis, similar to rugby’s 
Bledisloe Cup matches 
between Australia and 
New Zealand. 

The tradition of great 
sporting rivalry between 
Australian and South 
Africa that already exists 
in other sports would be 
extended to soccer as 
well. 

An annual series would 
create enormous public 
interest — certainly more 
than the meagre diet of 
meaningless friendlies 
which the . Australian 
public s offered at pres- 
eat. 

Dariusz Roman 
Prahran VIC 


NEWS VIEWS 


GOALSCORING avergaes exploded 
over the weekend. 

Most rounds of the NSL produce 
approximately 20 goals for the seven 
matches. 

Round 21, however, saw 30 strikes 
hit the back of the net. 

All that occurred with the result of 
the Olympic v Canberra Cosmos 
encounter still not played as Inside 
Soccer went to press. 

Cumulative crowd attendances are 
up by 12 to 15%. 

Roll on the remaining rounds, 


HARDWARE and soccer. What's 
the link? 

According to this month’s free is- 
sue of the Thrifty Link 1999 Calen- 
dar soccer is the fastest growing 
sporting activity in the Blacksmith’s 
area (Northern NSW federation). 

One of the most active groups in 
the area is the Bel-Swans Junior Soc- 
cer Club who have been holding 
fundraising events to help fund the 
club’s activities. 

The photo shoot for July, under the 
heading ON THE BALL, says it all. 

And quite appropriately the players 
are road testing the highly popular 
REAL Santos 32 panel match ball, 
new to the REAL 1999 range and 
already proving a hit amongst equip- 
ment officers and retailers around the 
country. 

If a club can contact Wheatley’s 
World via our trusty editor, REAL 
would like to help them with your 
fund raising work. 


FM GOES off the dial. 

ABC TV Sport Floor Manager 
Cheryl Baker recently received what 
she describes as a post-match sur- 
prise. 

Delivering HVS copies of the 
Northern Spirit v Carlton match to 
the home team dressing rooms, she 
knocked, entered and asked for the 


TRIVIA FACTS 


manager. 

Three stark naked, very athletic 
young men (Cheryl’s words) pointed 
her in the right direction. 

Being a true professional Cheryl 
stuck to her task, delivered the goods 
and lived to tell everyone the tale. 

Bookings for FM positions at fu- 
ture soccer matches are on the rise. 


JULIE Murray does Australia and 
the Matilda’s proud. 

Former Socceroo and current Left 
Field Solutions director George 
Christopoulos reported from the re- 
cent FIFA All Stars v USA encounter 
that Julie trained solidly in the days 
leading up to the event and was un- 
lucky not to receive a First XI jersey. 


INFO NEWS VIEWS TRIVIA FACTS 


Entering the field as a substitute 
Julie linked up brilliantly with the 
prestigious company. 

The Americans were far from im- 
pressed after the loss in a ‘friendly’. 

George also added quite interest- 
ingly that the women’s game and 
Australia could be closer allies in the 
near future ...... 


INFO NEWS 


TIME for Wheatley's World to take 
a regular look back in the archives to 
great moments from the past. 

Flashback to 1992 (see picture) 
when the Socceroos met Sweden in a 
two Test series in Sydney and Ade- 
laide. 

The second match in Adelaide in- 
cluded six local players in the squad 
(Zabica, Ivanovic, Ton Vidmar, To- 
bin, Tapai and Steve Maxwell). 

Sydney clubs were represented by 
three Olympic stars — Zelic, Bernal 
and Edwards, that is Alistair, goal- 
scorer for the Glory over the week- 
end. 

Marconi had only two representa- 
tives in Ian Gray and Tom McCul- 
loch, with Jason Van Blerk from 
APIA providing the right back posi- 
tion. 

Captain of the squad was Paul 
wade with teammmates Durakovic, 
Petersen and Trimboli ail from the 
strong South Melbourne camp. 

Branko Milosevic and Warren 
Spink were the other single club en- 
tries with Eddie Thomson and Les 
Scheinflug at the helm. 

The results and details in next 
week’s edition of Wheatley's World. 


IT’S all a matter of give and take. 

Hopefully the Northern Spirit press 
machine will devote as much time 
and space to criticism of the ABC as 
it does to meditation. 

The recent complaints about live 
coverage of the Spirit/Carlton fixture 
and ensuing poor crowds should be 
balanced by the fact that in Round 23 
the ABC will cover Spirit v Adelaide 
City on a Friday night in Spirit's nor- 
mal time slot and replay the full 90 
minutes on our regular Sunday Spm 
timeslot. 

Live, across the country. 

I look forward to the reaction. 


REWARD your club with free soccer balls. 


Buy REAL soccer products from our retailers. 


REAL 
In Queensland 


Brisbane Metropolitan 

Strudwicks Sportsworld 
Ipswich Ph: 07 3812 3533 
Beenleigh Ph: 07 3807 4256 
Browns Plains Ph: 07 3273 6309 
Sunnybank Hills Ph: 07 3273 6309 

Sportscrazy Ph: 07 3371 5022 


Sportspower 
Canndale Ph: 07 3843 0244 
Indooroopilly Ph: 07 3378 8688 
Garden City Ph: 07 3219 4944 
Capalaba Ph: 07 3823 2266 
World of Sport Ph: 07 3899 3777 


Macsports Ph: 07 3254 5562 
Soccer Stuff Ph: 07 3823 1769 
Hart Sports Ph: 07 3352 6000 
Soccerworld Ph: 07 3357 5777 


Queensland Regional 
Ayr 
Sportspower Ph: 07 4783 1214 


Gladstone 
Sportscene Ph: 07 4972 5071 


Mareeba 
Claude Cater & Co. Ph: 07 4092 1319 


Biloela 
Wiltons Sportsscene Ph: 07.4992 1142 


Gold Coast 

Racquet & Balls Sports Ph; 07 5531 6511 
Sportspower Pacific Fair Ph: 07 5531 6244 
Sportspower Tweed City Ph: 07 5524 6211 
Sportspower Elanora Ph: 07 5598 2778 
Sportspower Australia Fair Ph: 07 5531 2966 
S.C. Sports Ph: 07 5529 4499 


Maryborough 
Sportscene Ph: 07 4122 4133 


Maryborough Team Sports Ph: 07 4121 6422 
Bundaberg : . 


Soccer Shack Ph: 07 4151 6596 Mt Isa 


Sportscene Ph: 07 4749 5157 
Cairns 
Far North Sportspower Ph: 07 4031 6106 Rockhampton 

Neville Coombs Sports Warehouse 


Charters Towers Ph: 07 4749 5157 


Sportscene Ph: 07 4787 3254 


Innisfail 

Sports Stop Ph: 07 4061 6733 
Sunshine Coast 

Mackay Soccer 2 U Ph: 07.5444 0130 

Strudwicks Sportsworld Ph: 07 4957 8388 Sportspower Ph: 07 5443 7299 


Dalby 
Hedges Sports Store Ph: 07 4662 3078 


Townsville 
Sportscene Ph: 07 4772 3666 


Toowoomba 
Strudwicks Sportsworld Ph: 07 4636 0114 


FREE 1999 CATALOGUE 


HEAD OFFICE: (02) 9557 5522 TOLL FREE: 1800 803 151 
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By Jeremy Lovell 


SOUTH Aftica is confi- 
dent it will emerge as the 
sole African bidder to 
host the 2006 soccer 
World Cup, a move that 
would greatly boost its 
hopes of 
soccers showcase, bid 
chief Danny Jordaan said 
on Thursday. 

"My feeling is that we 


“around by April 30, and 
we are on our way to talk 
to them,” he told a news 
conference. 

Nigeria, Ghana and 
Egypt have also indicated 
a wish to host the 2006 
event, but Jordaan said he 
expected all three to 
withdraw by the April 30 
deadline set by CAF, the 
African Football Confed- 
eration, which wants a 
single bidder. 

"We will talk to Mo- 
rocco to try to settle the 
African question. My 
feeling is CAF will sup- 
port us and we will get 
the votes of the four oth- 
ers," Jordaan said. 


V 


PAGE6 Inside Soccer 


staging | 


may only have Morocco - 


Tf South Africa did be- 
come the sole bidder, it 
should logically then get 
to host the World Cup 
because even FIFA head 
Sepp Blatter had said it 
was the continent's turn, 
he added. 

Jordaan said South Af 
Tica met or exceeded all 
of the requirements laid 
down by FIFA for coun- 
tries qualifying to enter 
the bidding process. 

Tt had the necessary 
sports stadiums with the 
appropriate capacity, the 
airports, the telecommu- 
Nications networks, the 
transport system, world 
class banking and plenty 
of top quality hotels. 

A major boost to the 
national campaign came 
with a decision by the 
national and provincial 
Rugby Football unions to 
allow their grounds to be 
used for the World Cup 
soccer matches. 

Not: only would this 
mean South African soc- 
cer not having to 
embark on a financially 
crippling stadium- 


South Africa 
as World Cup host 
favourite 


building programme, 
but it is heavy with sym- 
bolism in the newly de- 
mocratised nation. 

Rugby has been tradi- 
tionally dominated by the 
country's white minsrity, 
whereas soccer is the 
property of the black 
majority, 

Opening the gates of 
the major rugby stadiums 
for soccer matches would 
show a strong commit- 
ment to a racially-equal 
South Africa and repre- 
sent another nail in the 
coffin of the apartheid 
legacy. 

Jordaan said he was 
proud’ that the $10.8 
million for the South 
African bid process had 
all been raised from local 
business, with not one 
cent of money from gov- 
emment. 

By contrast the main 
competing bids from Ger- 
many and England 
had substantial quantities 
of state funding, he said. 

He admitted that South 
Africa had a problem 
with crime, but said the 


Saturday 27 February Kick Off 7.00pm 


BIG MATCH SPONSOR 


- government was starting 


He also noted that Brit- 
to tackle it and he was ain and Germany had 
confident it would be their own urban crime 
under control by 2006. problems as well as a fair 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 
Let’s welcome Happy to Bossley 


FAIRFIELD ADVANCE 
MAJOR SPONSOR 


BRESCIA FURNITURE 


NEXT HOME FIXTURE: 
13 March v Newcastle Breakers 
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1996, England and all that. It doesn’t look like the Old Dart will get the 2006 World Cup at this stage 


jee Tate 


number of soccer hooli- 

gans - a phenomenon so 

far alien to South Africa. 
“Football is a truly 


global game. Africa must 
have the World Cup. It is 
in the interests of world 
football," Jordaan said. 


VINCE Grella is cur- 
rently enjoying life, if not 
Club success, with Em- 
poli in Italy’s Serie A. 

Grella's team is cur- 
rently bottom of the table 
and staring relegation to 
Serie B in the face - but it 
doesn't seem to be phas- 
ing the young Australian 
too much at the moment, 

"This experience is 
unbelievably enjoyable, 
and to tell you the truth 
I'm just happy being here 
and everybody is treating 
me really well,” says the 
19-year-old. 

"Tve had an opportu- 
nity that some people 
would chop their arm off 
for. 

“I've played against 
three of the biggest clubs 
in Serie A and I feel con- 
fident. 

"Six months ago I was 
fighting to stay on the 
pitch for more than a 
week with all sorts of 
niggling injuries and I 
didn't know where I was 
going but since I took my 
chance with Empoli, I've 
been so happy. 

"It's a little bit harder 
being away from home 
but playing against the 
likes of Juventus and 
Inter Milan, those good 
times take away from the 
bad times and I hope to 
stay on in Italy." 

Grella has had mixed 
fortunes on the field - he 
played the second half for 
Empoli against Internazi- 


onalc in Milan recently, 
with the press rating him 
as the best on ground for 


the visitors - but had to 
be content sitting on the 
bench last week, with his 


team losing 3-2 to Saler- 
nitana, positioned just 
two spots above in 16th 
place. 

"The whole week I felt 

I was looking good and 
played with the youth 
team in the Viareggio 
Tournament against 
Parma where — had a 
blinder and got the tro- 
phy for best on field,” he 
says. 
“All reports said I was 
playing extremely well 
but at the final training 
session I wasn't named in 
the starting eleven - that's 
life in Italian football.” 

Empoli is a town of 
only 55,000, situated 
between Florence and 
Pisa — but the locals 
come out in force to sup- 
port the side. 

"We're not really ex- 
pected to knock off big 
teams because basically 
we're a small town play- 
ing in a big league but 
we're expected to fight 
and be competitive and 
it's something the fans 
didn’t really see against 
Salerntana,” Grella said 
after the match in which 
the fans voiced their dis- 


Celtic fans are the best 
says Viduka; “it’s good 
to pull on the jersey” 


By Trevor Marshallsea 


SOCCEROO Mark 
Viduka took his first step 
to putting the controversy 
surrounding his transfer 
to Celtic behind him last 
week, scoring a goal and 
setting up two in his 
debut in the Scottish 
club's colours. 

More than two months 
after first arriving’ in 
Glasgow, Viduka made 
his first appearance for 
the club in its under-21s 
side, in a championship 
match against Mother- 
well. 

The 23-year-old was 
allowed to play under a 
Scottish agreement al- 
lowing the age rules to be 
waived in exceptional 
circumstances. 

And he took full advan- 
tage, slotting in a well 
taken goal after 12 min- 


utes. 

The solidly built striker 
went on to figure promi- 
nently in Celtic's next 
two goals, as the 
club posted a 4-2 win. 

Viduka was also able 
to play 76 minutes, no 
doubt providing senior 
side manager Jozef 
Venglos with encourage- 
ment about his fitness 
after his long period of 
rest. 


After all the drama and 
expectation surrounding 
his switch to Celtic, 
Viduka's debut was 
witnessed by only a 
handful of hardened fans 
who braved driving rain 
at the club's Barrowfield 
training ground. 

Viduka arrived in Glas- 
gow in early December 
on a $A7.59 million 
transfer from Croatia 
Zagreb, but the purchase 


Aussies in Greece 


ALVIN Ceccoli, on loan from Wollongong Wolves, has had a remarkably busy 
week with his new club AEK Athens. 
Ceccoli played a full game as AEK won 3-0 at home to Panionios on Mon- 


has so far proved a night- 
mare for Celtic. 

The striker took five 
weeks off upon arrival, to 
deal with "emotional 
stress" accumulated 
in Zagreb, and then sat in 
London for two weeks 
while contract negotia- 
tions between his 
management and the club 
reach a bitter stand-off. 

This led to Celtic 
changing its mind on the 
payment of the transfer 
fee. It has tried to split 
the bill to pay Zagreb 
$A2.3 million, Viduka 
his $A3.8 million share, 
and his former club Mel- 
bourne Knights their 
$A1.5 million. 

But with Viduka's fit- 
ness still building, and 
with the club's strike 
force having been in 
scintillating recent form, 
it would surprise to see 


day 8th February, came off the bench in the 57th minute as AEK lost 2-1 at 
home to Steaua Bucharest of Romania in a friendly later in the week and then 
came off the bench in the 8th minute as AEK was held to a one-all draw with 
Peter Lahanas’ Apollon at home. 

Elsewhere, Olyroo Bill Damianos came off the bench in the 87th minute as 
Xanthi lost 3-1 away to Olympiakos. 


him play a significant 
part in the first team over 
the next few weeks. 

Viduka later said it felt 
"great" to at last play for 
Celtic after the dramatic 
transfer saga. 

"It was a good feeling 
pulling on the jersey after 
all the things that have 
happened," he said. 

"It must have been two 
months that I didn't play 
a game, so that's a long 
spell." 

Viduka said he had 
come off after feeling a 
strain in his leg. 

"But generally, I felt 
pretty good. I'm a little 
tired now but I haven't 
played in a long time. I'd 
like to get as many games 
as possible under my belt 
so I can once again get to 
100 per cent on confi- 
dence and fitness.” 

Viduka also had a kind 
word for Celtic's fans, 
many of whom must have 
given up on ever 
seeing ‘their expensive 
signing. 

"The Celtic fans are 
among the best in the 
world, I think,” he said. 

"They've been very 
friendly to me and so 
have all the Scottish peo- 
ple. That's one of the 
big things I have no- 
ticed.” 


Who is Larry? 


The Prince is enjoying the 
ood: and not so good, times in 
taly’s tough Serie A with 
Empoli. 


approval. 

"The team was booed 
off the pitch and the fans 
were singing a song 
along the lines of "go to 
work" meaning instead of 
playing soccer go find a 
job or in Italian ‘va la- 
vorare'. 

"I think that experience 
was also good for me 
though, because as a 
young person I have to 
leam to deal with it - one 
day you're the toast of the 
town and people are pin- 
ning labels on you - the 
next day well, not so 
good.” 

Grella arrived in Italy 
on October 15 last year, 
after participating in just 
one game for Carlton in 
the new Ericsson Cup 
season - where he came 
off the bench against 
Wollongong. 

One month later he 
marked France ‘98 and 
Juventus hero Zinedine 
Zidane for half a match. 

"It just goes to show 
what a funny game soccer 
is .... but as I said before, 
T'm as happy as Larry - 
isn't that what they al- 
ways say - who is Larry?" 


NEXT week Inside Soccer 
commences a regular 
weekly article on legal 
and commercial issues as 
they relate to soccer. 

Presenting the articles 
will be Greg Keenan, a 
Practising solicitor with 
McCabes Lawyers, based 
in Sydney’s CBD. 

Greg is also managing 
director of Athletes Man- 
agement International, a 
sports management and 
marketing organisation 
with offices in Sydney and 


ASTON Villa's Socceroo 
goalkeeper Mark Bosnich 
has been pencilled in to 
make his comeback 
against Coventry on Feb- 
ruary 27 - five months 
after injuring his shoulder 
against the Sky Blues at 
Highfield Road. 

Bosnich is stepping up 
his rehabilitation pro- 
gram and the acid test 
will come week when he 
attempts to dive for the 
first time on the trouble- 
some shoulder on which 
he had an operation in 
December. 

“Mark is doing most of 
the things a goalkeeper 
does, like handling and 
collecting crosses, 
and everything is going 
along fine from that point 
of view," said Villa boss 
John Gregory. 


Bosnich 
ready to 


play 


when he starts diving 
around and going down 
on the shoulder. 

“Then we will see if it 
is capable of standing up 
to that sort of pressure. 

"There will be a con- 
cem the first time that 
happens and it will be a 
bit scary the first 
time Mark does that after 
five months out. 

"But if all goes well 
and the shoulder stands 
up to that sort of impact 
then I will be pencilling 
in the Coventry game as” 
the time to return.” 

Bosnich is out of con- 
tract at the end of this 
season and after earlier 
speculation hinted that he 
would quit the Midlands 
club Bosnich has said 
that he is considering the 
possibility of life con- 


"But the test will come  tinuing at Villa. 
New features to 
commence in 
soccer’s Number 1 


London. 

The series is part of 
the continued expansion 
of Australia’s number 
one selling soccer paper. 

Future expansion will 
see yet another eight 
page section added and 
over the next few weeks 
coverage of regional and 
district leagues as well 
as junior soccer will also 
commence. 

Well-known Sydney- 
based junior soccer 
writer Barry Davies is 


another welcome addition 
to the Inside Soccer team 
and he shall commence 
his regular coverage of 
the NSWSF Youth and 
Cadet Leagues with a 
special preview next 
week. 

Inside Soccer has had a 
meteoric rise in popular- 
ity since coming back for 
the 1998/99 Ericsson 
Cup season. Now estab- 
lished as the best seller in 
Australia, further expan- 
sions are in hand. 


NSW SUPER LEAGUE 


PARRAMATTA EAGLES 


BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS 
Melita Stadium, Chester Hill 


Sunday 28 February 
KICK OFF 5pm 


Parramatta Eagles are proudly sponsored by 


PARRAMATTA LEAGUES CLUB 
BANK OF VALETTA 


AIR MALTA 


Restaurant and bar open for members, guests and 
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BLACKTOWN DISTRICT SOCCER FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 


Postal Address: P.O. Box 253, Doonside, NSW, 2767 


BLACKTOWN CITY (Demons) SC 
Quinn Ave, Seven Hills, 2147 
Ph. (02)-9624-3344. 
Fax. (02) 96743057. 
Hrs: Tues-Friday 10.00-13.00. 


BLACKTOWN CITY 
REFEREES BRANCH 
Sec: 9626-2580 Mob: 0411- 035 799e- 
mail: referee@one.net.au 


BLACKTOWN St PATRICK’S 
Aquilina Reserve, Eastern Rd, Doonside 
REG: Ph: 9622-1308 : 
SEC Ph: 9671-1263, 9671-2044 


DOONSIDE 
e-mail:hawks@hotkey.net.au 
Glendenning Reserve, Richmond Rd, 
Glendenning 
Sec: 9671-1996 Mob: 0419-980 623 


Blacktown District Soccer Football Assoc. Inc. 
www. ozemail.com.au/~bdsfa E-mail:bdsfa@ozemail.com.au 


OAKVILLE 


Colbee Park, Bismarck St. & Old Hawkes- 


bury Rd, McGraths Hill 
Club: (02) 4577-3129 
Sec: (02) 4577-5179 


PLUMPTON/ OAKHURST 
e-Mail: moories@bigpond.com 


Hanna Reserve Hyatts Rd, Oakhurst 
Sec: 0247-334-076 Mob: 015-240 200 


RIVERSTONE/ SCHOFIELDS 
e-mail: bendybus@hotmail.com 
Schofields Park, Station St, Schofields 


Sec: 9627-3350 


BLACKTOWN PIONEER 
e-email: torda@msn.com 


Pioneer Park, Chilton Ave, Glendenning 


Ph: 9675-2103 


Sec: 9622-4240 Mob: 0418-978 704 


BLACKTOWN WORKERS 


H. E. Laybutt Sporting Complex,, Reser- 


KINGS LANGLEY 
e-mail: blundell@netspace.net.au 
Lynwood Park, Stephen St, Blacktown 
Ph: 9831-7007 Sec: 9624-1031 


voir Rd, Blacktown 
Ph: 9831-5774 


Sec: 9607-0435 Mob: 0418-673 518 


EASTERN CREEK 


Morreau Reserve, Church St, Rooty Hill 


Ph: 9625-6860 
MINCHINBURY 
Minchinbury Pk, Minchin Drv, LOURDES (Seven Hills ) 
Minchinbury e-mail: jsdlps@ozemail.com.au 
e-mail: yamaha@tig.com.au Best Rd Park, Best Rd, Seven Hills 
Club Ph: 9625-2940 Ph: 9675-1675 Sec: 9920-0343 


SIX SUPER REASONS 
TO SUBSCRIBE 

TO AUSTRALIA'S 
PREMIER SOCCER 
PUBLICATION: 


1. It’s cheaper 

2. To your door service — no hassles about sell- 
outs 

3. Great savings on our reader offers 

4. You will receive an annual surprise ‘freebie’ 
5. You’ll never miss a beat, keeping up to date 
with the stories that the others don’t carry 

6. Contribute to our editor’s retirement fund! 


-Inside Soccer 

Is Australia's weekly national publication with a 
major remit to cover the Australian domestic 
game and relative issues. 

_ itis the only weekly Australian publication 

| which has a major national coast to coast distri- 
bution. / 
It is also Australia’s top selling soccer publica- 
tion. 

| Our writers are drawn from the ranks of the 
leading professional journalists as well as enthu- 
siastic amateurs. 

Reader's contributions and letters are also 
keenly sought. 


52 ISSUES SUBSCRIPTION $125 
26 ISSUES SUBSCRIPTION $70 
10 ISSUES SUBSCRIPTION $36 


Payment should be 
Sent to; 

Duntroon Publishing 
Suites 4/5, 

108 Railway Street 
Corrimal 

NSW 2518 
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Please make cheques 


MT DRUITT SPORTS 
e-mailto:jfield@parracity.nsw.gov.au 
Whalan Reserve, Samarai Rd, Whalan 
Ph: 9628-3251 


PARKLEA ~- 
e-mail: psfc@prontomail.com 
Morgan Power Reserve Reserve, Vardys 
Rd, Kings Langley 
Sec: 9838-7313 


PROSPECT 
William Lawson Reserve, Myrtle St, Pros- 


pect 
Club: 9671-7391 
Sec: 9636-7794 Mob: 0408-209 205 


ROOTY HILL R.S.L. 
e-mail:kingpage@ihug.com.au 
Angus Pk, Beames Ave, Rooty Hill 
Ph:9677-0595 
Cawarra Park, Cawarra St, Eastern Creek 
Ph: 9625-2516 Sec: 9675-5419 


BLACKTOWN PREMIER 
Marayong Oval, Davis Rd, Marayong 
Club: 9671-4773 
Sec: 9671-1619 Mob 0413-006 339 


C.S.L 
C.S.1 Park, 81 South St, Schofields. 
Club: 9627-4435 
Training: Mt Druitt Town Centre, 
Ralph Pl, Mt Druitt 
Pres: Ph: 9671-5097 
Reg: Ph: 9631-8465 


Registration Information 


maa nr ae = 


» Sec: J. Taylor. Ph: (02) 9623-3215. Mob: 0408- 406 717 


GOOD SHEPHERD 
Heber Park, Pringle Rd., Hebersham 
Sec: 9832-2484 


MARAYONG SPORTS 
Harvey Park, Benalla Cres., Marayong 
Sec: 9626-7866 


MT DRUITT TOWN RANGERS 
Popondetta Park , 
Bougainville Rd, Blackkett 
Ph: 9622-8064 


PINAR UNITED 
Grantham High School, Best Rd, 
Seven Hills 
Sec: 9671-6780 Mob: 0411-657 434 


QUAKERS HILL 
Quakers Hill Park, 
Hambledon & Walker rd 
Quakers Hill.Club: 9626-0661 
Sec: 9626-9372 


SEVEN HILLS 
e-mail: sevo@summitstudios.net.au 
Ashley Brown Reserve, Northcott Rd, 
Seven Hills Club: 0412-612 003 
Sec: 9622-6691 


SHALVEY 

Peiter Van Hasselt Park, Koomooloo Cres, 
Shaivey 

Ph: 9628-7021 
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The Knights 


need time 


By Melina Boursinos 


AS I STARE at the 
images on the screen, it is 
difficult to remember the 
last time I saw such an 
electrifying atmosphere at 
one of Melbourne 
Knight’s matches. 

Tt is a derby clash 
against South Melbourne 
at the infamous Somers 
Street stadium. 

The home of one of 
Australia’s leading soccer 
clubs. 

The stadium is jam 
packed and chants can 
be heard in the distance. 

Back then, the team 
which has produced some 
of the nation’s greatest 
players, was a force in 
Australian football. 

A trip to the westem 
suburbs of Melbourne 
was rewarded with a 
display of top class 
football from the 94/95 
and 95/96 champions. 

Reality check, the 
1998/99 season has been 
one of the most turbulent 
in the club’s history. 

After last  season’s 
difficulties no one would 
ever dream of another 
nightmare run for the 
Croatian based club. 

Guess again? 


The first bombshell 
was that their captain 
Andrew Marth who had 
stuck by them through 
thick and thin, had been 
lured by giants Carlton. 

Their bad luck 
continued, with the news 
that coach Vid Horvat 
was stuck on the other 
side of the world and 
would not arrive until 
one month before the 
start of the season. 

All this, while they 
were still struggling to 
rebuild after the loss of 


some of their best 
players to overseas 
clubs. 

Striker Ivan Kelic 


offers an inside view 
regarding the Knight’s 
poor form. 

He explains that the 
team is undergoing a 


Kelic; prophet of future glories 


rebuilding process in 
which the young players’ 
need to gain experience. 

“Qur coach arrived 
only 4 weeks before the 
start of the season and I 
think the team faced too 
many sudden changes at 
once,” he said. 

“We have a lot of 
young players and kids 
tend to lack consistency. 

“You can see it simply 
by our results. 

“One week we are 
conceding stupid goals 
and last week we 
destroyed Adelaide City, 

“What happens, is that 
when your confidence is 
down and you know you 
have to win, you find it 
hard to put goals away, 
because there is too much 
pressure. 

“When you are an 
experienced player like 
myself, you know what is 
expected from you week 
in week out”. 

If the players thought 
they were facing 
problems on the. field, 
they only had to look at 
the empty terraces, to see 


that the situation off the 
field wasn’t much better. 

The supporters, who 
had once lifted the team 
to unbelievable heights 
and crowned them the 


Kings of Australian 
soccer, were slowly 
deserting them. 


It was just last season 


that Tom  Pondeljak 
admitted feeling 
disillusioned at the low 
attendances and since 
then not a lot has 
changed. 


“I came around four 
years ago and it was a 
really big deal,” he says. 

“Tt was a real high for 
me, because I was 
playing with my brother 
and some of Australia’s 
top players. 

“Being Croatian, it was 
also great playing in front 


Hooked up with Stallions 


WORLD Cup defender Robbie Hooker joined ¥ 
coni last Friday on the eve of the club’s away fi ip to 


South Melbourne. 


The 31-year-old Socceroo defender Robbie 
Hooker has signed a short term deal which will see 
him play at Bossley Park until the end of the cur- 


rent Ericcson Cup season. 


L on Hooker played with Marcor 


neighbou 


Sydney United. 


Marconi coach.Frank Farina 
of. Robbie: Hooker. will strengthen. our squa 
Whatiis a critical-time of the s 

“It's no-seeret that we have been decimated b¥ 


injuries, and a-player of Robbie's pedi: 
lue.to our-on field performang 


onky add ¥. 


€xperience will also help bring out the bes 


younasters, 


“It is nototten thata 


cr of Robbie's calibre 
ge ofthe season 


of the home fans. 

“Back then there was 
Tiatto, Viduka, Spiteri, 
players who represented 
Australia, 

“More recently there 
are no big names, there’s 
less hype, less crowds 
and it’s hard. 

“Sometimes I feel like 
I'm just playing for 
myself, my team mates 


and a few real 
supporters.” 
Captain Ante 


Kovacevic agrees, that 
the Knights’ supporters 
were once the team’s 
twelfth man. 

However, he believes 
that as the results come, 
the faithful will return. 

“Over the years the 
supporters have come to 
expect a lot,” says the 
skipper. 

“We were the team of 
the nineties and since 
then a lot of players have 
gone, 

“J remember the 
supporters being much 
more vocal, but all I can 
say to them is to be 
patient because we are 


building a team. for the 
future”. 

If the Knight’s have a 
saviour, then Josip Biskic 
is his name. 

The Australian soccer 
veteran and past Knight’s 
player, came to the 
team’s rescue when he 
accepted the promotion 
to coach midway through 
the season. 

Not only has he given 
the boys a new lease of 
life, but more importantly 
it seems that they have 
begun playing the 
productive brand of 
football which won them 
back to back titles. 

“T have played 14 
seasons at the Knights 
and I have spent the best 
years of my life at the 
club,” says Biskic. 

“They are part of me. 

“We have had many 
problems, including 
injuries and loss of 
players, but we are 
improving. 

“Everybody tries their 
best and I tell them to 
always keep going and 
keep their heads high. 

“T believe that as a unit 
you can do so much, so if 
we lose, the most 
important thing is that we 
lose as a team, ” explains 
Josip. 

Ante Kovacevic is 
adamant that with the 
guidance of Josip Biskic, 
the club can reclaim it’s 


‘past glory. 


He is positive that with 
renewed confidence and 
the ‘never say die 


f attitude’ the team has 


adopted, they will do 
well. 


just 


wip ¢ ma 


SA ae 


“I have played with 
Josip and he understands 
what the players want,” 
he says. 

“He has created a good 
atmosphere and 
improved the consistency 
of the team”. 

Olyroo keeper Joc 
Didulica, who rose to 
fame through his 
outstanding perform- 
ances for the Knights, 


echoes his team mate’s 
viewpoint and has 
nothing but admiration 
for the Croatian-bom 
coach. 

“He has created a good 
team morale,” says 
Didulica. 

“He is really positive 
and he told us that since 
we can’t make the six, 
our main aim should be 
to show people that we 


Ivan Kelic: the Knights sharpshooter has a confidence in his club's future 


can play”. 

So it seems that the 
critics are wrong ... the 
fighting spirit for which 
the Knights were once 
famous, continues to 
burn brightly. 

The lethal strike force, 
unbeatable midfield and 
iron clad defence is still 
present and is preparing 
to attack the Ericsson 
Cup in the near future, 


with all guns firing. 
For the sake of 
Australian soccer, 


supporters, officials and 
players alike, will be 
hoping that Ivan Kelic 
turns out to be a 
prophet: “In one or two 
years we will be at the 
top again. We have 
talented players, it will 
just take time”. 
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By Bruce Campbell 
& Paul Millar 


AFTER a mnini-stump 
Perth Glory bounced 
back on the winner’s 
track with a 6-0 win over 
Brisbane in Round 20 
and coach Bernd Stange 
believes the Glory is hit- 
ting its straps at the right 
time. 

Stange said his side had 
lost its way, had shown a 
lack of discipline and was 
starting to become jaded, 
which was partly bis 
fault. He dropped Troy 
Halpin and Danny 
Milosevic from the start- 
ing line-up, reduced the 
workload at training and 
everything fell back into 
place. 

“We were not a team, 
we were not disciplined 
and we were not think- 
ing, we were running 
around everywhere, I 
took to the team with a 
hammer," Stange said. 

The week's result 
against Brisbane meant 
that Milosevic and Hal- 
pin had to warm the 
bench against United as 
Stange refused to change 
a winning line-up. 

The European also ad- 
mitted in his first season 


in the NSL he had trained 
his players too hard. 
Stange took advice 
from West Coast coach 
Mick Malthouse about 
training in the heat and 
realised he had been 


*Please check daily press for changed times 
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overdoing it. 

“Maybe the players 
were down and tired, but 
now | think I have it un- 
der control,” he said. 

"I just hope we are fit 
enough now.” 


UTS SYDNEY 
OLYMPIC 


SOUTH 
MELBOURNE 


Belmore Sportsground 
Sunday 28 February 
6.30pm kick off* 


Also missing from the 
Glory starting line-up 
was the brilliant John 
Markovski. His absence 
from the team in recent 
weeks might well fuel 
Tumours that he is on the 


players. 


By Wayne Heming 


GOOD sides bounce back 
from bad losses and the Bris- 
bane Strikers were faced with 
a huge task of character 
against Carlton last Sunday. 
After handing out a 5-1 
thrashing to Northern Spirit, 
the Strikers were themselves 
on the wrong end of a 6-0 
hiding from Perth Glory in 
Perth in Round 20 but it was a 
timely wake-up call for the 
Strikers following a run of 
wins which may have led to 
complacency among some of 
the side's less experienced 


Strikers coach John Kos- 
mina (pictured) preferred to 
put the club's second biggest 
loss down to the Strikers’ bub- 
ble bursting following five 
wins in six matches which had 
swept his side to within a 
point of the NSL's Top Six. 

"It was a bit much to keep 
expecting the youngsters to 
back up week after week when 
they really aren't use to it,” 
said Kosmina. 

"I suppose I was waiting for 
the bubble to burst and it 
really exploded in Perth.” 

Brisbane was without cap- 
tain Glenn Gwynne whose two 
yellow cards in Perth on 
top of a previous red card sus- 
pension means he will miss 
the next game also. 


I rane Glor 


outer at the west Austra- 
lian club. 

However, in official 
team news Markovski 
was listed as béing in- 
jured with a calf strain. 

But insiders at the club 


Perth Glory: they have got over that mid-season slump and are now on track to make an historic Tt ‘op Six spot this season 


insist that coach Stange 
has not been happy with 
the big striker’s contri- 
bution in his last few 
matches. Stange has 
shown that he is not 
afraid of dropping even 


his biggest name players. 
On his day Markovski 
is the most lethal striker 
in the land and will be a 
key factor in Perth’s push 
for an historic Top Six 
spot. 


Drubbing to act as 
wake up call 
for Strikers 
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ack at Marconi 


By Derek Royal 


THEY say a week’s a 
long time in football - 
how about twelve? 

Marconi-Fairfield’s 
left-sided wizard Brendan 
Renaud had never been 
absent from the action for 
more than a fortnight, so 
imagine how he felt when 
he was forced to sit out 
12 weeks after tearing 
ligaments from his pelvic 
bone. 


Renaud suffered a 


-sharp, excruciating pain. - 


in his right groin in the 
round seven clash against 
Newcastle in November 
and the diagnosis de- 
manded immediate sur- 


gery. 

“T knocked a ball with 
my right foot and it 
nearly killed me,” Ren- 
aud told Inside Soccer. 

“It was like a knife - the 
pain was just unbeliey- 
able.” 


Leading surgeon Dr 
Neil Halpin completed 
the operation a week later 
and before long, Renaud 
started swimming and 
cycling as part of his re- 
habilitation programme. 

But he then developed 
a haematoma - a blood 
clot - that developed into 
a lump and eventually 


burst, setting his recovery 


back by at least five days. 

Despite the dramas, 
Renaud showed wonder- 
ful spirit and loyalty to 
his team-mates by attend- 
ing every training session 
during his enforced lay- 
off. 


“I believe that you 
should be with your 
team-mates unless you’re 
laid up in hospital some- 
where,” he said. 

“After the op I came 
out and went to see them 
on the same day. It’s 
good for team morale if 
you show them you're 


Inside Soccer’s TRIVIA MOMENTS 
Sponsored by SOCCERLINE 


WHO scored Australia’s first ever 


World Cup goal? 


ANSWER: see Ram Scoreboard, p30. 


keen.” 

Renaud concedes that 
watching his team-mates 
struggle through a 
wretched injury crisis 
hurt him far more than 
his own misfortune. 

“Sitting there week-in 
and week-out, watching 
the boys struggling and 
nothing going their way, 
made it really hard,” said 
Renaud. “Sitting there 
knowing you can’t do 
anything hurt far more 
than the injury.” 

The recent round 20 
clash against lowly Can- 
berra Cosmos marked 
Renaud’s return to first 
team action and while the 
Stallions struggled to a 2- 
1 victory, Renaud was 
just happy to get the 
valuable three competi- 
tion points and to come 
through unscathed. 

“Canberra was our 
back-on-track sort of 
game,” he said. “And 
personally, fitness-wise it 
ended up very well but 
my crosses could have 
been better. But after 
being out for so long, I 
was definitely happy and 
pulled up well.” 

Marconi has the luxury 
of six home matches from 
the remaining nine com- 


rendan Renaud: the utility player is back to full fitness after an horric injury 


petition rounds and with 
players such as Dominic 
Longo, Mark Babic and 
Mike Smith due to return, 
and the recruitment of 


former Socceroo Robbie 
Hooker, things are look- 
ing better out Bossley 
Park way. 

And for Brendan Ren- 


aud, he’s back to where 
he likes being best - on 
the pitch helping his 
mates. 

“The main thing is that 


we get back and start 
fighting like we did be- 
fore,” he said. 

“That way, we're half a 
chance.” 


ZENITH FOOTBALL 
VIANAGEMENT 


The leaders in football management and marketing. 


* Contract negotiation 

* Taxation 

* Legal services 

* Sponsorship 

* Investment 

* Complete representation 


ze 
rooTe 


Our aggressive marketing 
campaigns include printed 
and electronic resume 
creation and representation 


to Europe, North and South 
America, Asia and 
Australia. 


PHONE: (02) 9630 4846 or 0417 219 431 
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by Stuart Jones 


IVAN Zelic is a Canberra 
boy through and through, 
He grew up in an area 
That has become a fertile 
ground for young players. 


He also learnt early on 
how to win so his experi- 
ences with the Canberra 
Cosmos are very different 
to what he is used to. 

For a lad about to turn 
22 he has also got leader- 
ship qualities that make 
him stand out from oth- 
ers, 
It makes a unique 
player and one who's 
ambitions will surely be 
fulfilled. 

Zelic’s first and last 
junior team was Canberra 
Deakin. \ 

“I played from the 7s 
tight through to the 19s,” 
he says. 

“T played in defence the 
whole time apart from a 
season in the midfield. 

“T loved junior football 
because we played for the 
fun. 

“T never really thought 
about playing football as 
a career, in fact I was 
fairly indecisive about 
just what I wanted to do. 

“T had thought about 
being a writer because I 
was. good at English and 
enjoyed that. 

“On the park we just 
kept winning and around 
me were the likes of my 
cousin (and fellow Oly- 
too) Zeljko Susa, Joe 
Simunic, and Peter Bul- 
jan. 

“Our results were usu- 
ally 5-0 plus and by 17 1 
was captain of the side. 

“Then Ron Smith ap- 
proached me about going 
to the AIS. 

“In year 10 I trained 5 
nights a week at the AIS 
with the class of Mark 
Viduka etc. 

“T lived on the other 


Canberra Cosmos midfielder Ivan Zelic: flew straight from school to Sydney to play NSL with Sydney Olympic 


Worth the sacrifices 


side of Canberra so my 
Dad rushed home from 
work and I rushed home 
from school so he could 
drive me out there. 

“Then in year 11 Ron 
took me on full time.” 


For any who may 
doubt the validity of the 
AIS programme they just 
have to look at the gradu- 
ates from that year. 

“We had 18 guys in 
total and most have gone 
on to play in the NSL, I 
think the most from any 
class,” said Zelic. 

“We had the likes of 
Hayden Foxe, Con Blat- 
sis and Michael Curcija 
to name just three. 

“That year on campus 
was the best year of my 
life. 

“I learnt a lot and the 
coach, Ron Smith, was 
the best coach I have ever 
had. 

“Tom Sermanni is per- 
haps the closest I have 
had since then. 

“At the AIS I continued 
to know how to win and 
we really enjoyed our 
success.” 

After the Institute Ivan 
Zelic’s path led him away 
from Canberra, for the 
first time, to Sydney and 
UTS Olympic. 

“It was a tough transi- 
tion,” he recalls. 

“Tt helped that Olympic 
were a good side as I was 
used to playing in a win- 
ning combination. 

“Perhaps my biggest set 
back was the fact that I 
had to finish school at 
Lake Ginnenderra High 
in Canberra so that meant 
a flight up to Sydney on 
Friday afternoon to train 
with UTS, then hotel 
accommodation and a 
game over the weekend 
and a flight back to Can- 
berra early Monday so as 
to be on time for my first 
class. 


“I was just 17 and did 
not really know the play- 
ers that well. 

“Once I moved to Syd- 
ney, though, things im- 
proved and Abbas Saad 
took me under his wing 


and looked after me. 

“T also lived quite close 
to Walter Ardone and he 
helped me a lot too. 

“The supporters were 
always talking about re- 
Sults at Sydney Olympic. 

“At the AIS we had 
always talked about how 
we played, the result not 
being the be-all and end- 
all; in juniors we played 
for fun. 

“Now I had to get used 
to being result focused 
under the added sceptre 
of an audience only ever 
expecting success.” 


to join him at the Cos- 
mos. 

“Branko is a man and 
coach I really respected 
and still do. 

“So I joined the Cos- 
mos but after five games 


in a losing side for the 
first time I really won- 
dered if I had not made 
the worst mistake ever. 

“T really started to won- 
der how I was going to 
progress as a_ player, 
however we turned things 
around and I started to 
enjoy the game. 

“At the beginning of this 
season I wondered again 
if it was not another mis- 
take. 

“We kept on losing and 
people would not ask me 
how we went but how 
much did we lose by this 


excuses rather than push- 
ing ourselves to victory. 

“Fortunately Tom Ser- 
manni is also a winner 
and he instils that confi- 
dence in us that we 
need.” 


Perhaps though, Ivan 
should have been used to 
losing (despite his days at 
Deakin and the AIS) for 
when you look right back 
into his past you see a 
young boy who put 
proper goal posts and 
nets out on the back 
lawn, mowed that area 
and even painted it to 
look like a pitch and 
would then take on his 
brother for hours. 
(Perhaps if football had 
not worked out he could 
have been a grounds 
keeper!) 


Despite having two 
years left on his Olympic 
contract, his experience 
soured thanks to no fault 
of his own. 

“In the end there were 
some unresolved issues 
with my brother and the 
club and I felt like a 
pawn in between,” said 
Ivan Zelic. 

“Tt really got me down 
over the last month of my 
time there and forced my 
hand a bit. 

“When I went to the 
World Youth Champion- 
ships Branko Culina also 
came and he invited me 


week. 
“Tt really grated at me 
to lose as I had learnt 


how to win. 

“However, — had to 
stand up as captain and 
inspire the others. 


“Tt was tough as I felt 
many of the others ac- 
cepted defeat too easily 
and on some occasions, 
especially at half time 
against’ the Melbourne 
Knights, I told them so. 

“As the captain I had to 
try and lead them but it 
was tough, sometimes I 
broke down after losing, 
we kept trying to find 


Ivan’s big brother 
would normally give him 
a pasting because of his 
own desire to always win 
but it did teach Ivan to 
always stay competitive. 

That competitiveness is 
certainly an asset when 
you go on to lead a team 
of players, as Ivan has. 

His leadership qualities 
have been noticed and it 
actually led to a call-up 
into the Socceroo squad 
against the USA fairly 
Tecently. 

“In year 10 my PE 
teacher said I was born 
with leadership qualities 
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and I used that as inspira- 
tion, recalls the younger 
of the two Zelic brothers. 
“IT went on to captain 
my local club from under 
15s to 19s. 
“Then I went on to cap- 


tain the Australian Youth 
side, 

“| think the fact that I 
am se competitive is a 
big asset in leading a 
team. 

“Others may talk about 
me saying why should I 
be involved, but to be 
honest at 21 I have a lot 
more experience than 
them. 

“I have led the national 
side in youth football, 
have gone to South 
America on a number of 
occasions and played in 
the NSL for three sea- 
sons. 

“The trip with the Soc- 
ceroos was fabulous. 

“Tt was a surprise but I 
think Raul wanted to 
inspire me=to realise just 
what I had to do to make 
the senior squad: 

“Tt really encouraged 
me to work on my game, 
and although the gap was 
not large I came out with 


- better ideas on how to 


improve my game. 

“So many people, espe- 
cially parents of people 
my own age, have come 
up to me and said how 
lucky I am and that I 
have had all the breaks. 

“What they fail to real- 
ise is the sacrifices I had 
to put in to make it. 

“While their children 
were out partying I was 
getting driven to training 
five nights a week. 

“IT could never go out 
on the weekend or any- 
thing. I had to finish 
school and play in Syd- 
ney. When you look back 
you realise just how hard 
you were working for 
something that may never 


Have come off so people 
should stop telling others 
they are lucky.” 
As for the future, well 
Europe is on the horizon. 
“T want to play in Hol- 
land, but I don’t want to 


be forgotten back here,” 
says Canberra‘’s young 
man. 
“IT want to play first 
team football there al} the 
time. 

“Persistence is the key 
over there, look at Paul 
Okon he was in and out 
of first team in his first 
two seasons in Europe 
and then third year he 
was voted player of the 
season. 

“I want to play for a 
decade in Europe and 
then come back and put 
something back into the 
Australian game. 

“T aiso want to play for 
Australia as I really love 
this country.” 

Overall Ivan Zelic’s 
future look’s bright. 

And yes, his brother is 
Ned’ but cut him some 
slack as he is his own 
person - and should not 
be seen as anything else. 

To both their credit, 
family is very important — 
and then comes football. 

Ivan Zelic may one day 
go on to captain the na- 
tional side, it is not be- 
yond the realms of possi- 
bility. 

He is another who puts 
100% pride into wearing 
the national colours. 

His desire to be the best 
and win puts him on 
solid ground when it 
comes to paying for a 
decade or more into the 
future. 

Tt seems like he has 
been around forever, yet 
he is not yet 2] (he 
started in the NSL at 17), 
hopefully he will be 
around for a lot longer to 
come. 
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THIS column was written 
just before I flew down to 
Melbourne for Marconi's 
game with South Mel- 
bourne, and it was inter- 
esting to read that some 
people considered that 
this game was the one 
which would decide 
whether we would make 
the Top Six or not. 

While I can confirm 
that we approached the 
South Melbourne game 
in a confident manner, I 
think that those who la- 
belled the fixture as a ‘do 
or die' clash, were just a 
little premature. ‘ 

The result of that game 
will be known to every- 
one by the time this col- 
umn is read, but whether 
we won, lost or drew, the 
reality is that our champi- 
onship hopes will be de- 
cided mainly by the re- 
sults that we achieve at 
Marconi Stadium. 

Prior to that game with 
South Melbourne we 
were left with 10 games 
Temaining, but most im- 
portantly, of those 10 
games, six are set down 
to be played at Marconi 
Stadium. 

That home advantage is 
a critical factor, and if we 
win our remaining home 
games we will be in the 
play offs. It is really as 
simple as that. 

Same may consider that 


a big ask, but with our 
injury problems finally 
Starting to subside, there 
is absolutely no reason 
why we cannot achieve 
that goal. 

We have set ourselves a 
target of 44 or 45 points 
for the end of the season, 
and I'm confident that we 
will finish the season on 
aroll. 

Our supporters know 
that we have been deci- 
mated by injuries over 
the past few weeks, but 
nobody at the club wants 
to use that as an excuse 
for us being out of the 
Top Six. 

If I can just say one 
thing to the Marconi fans 
it’s this: You have been 


great when things haven't 
been going our way,.and 
we want to repay you for 
not giving up on us, even 
when some sections of 
the press had ail but writ- 
ten us off, 


THE addition of Robbie 
Hooker to our squad 
couldn't have come at a 
better time for us. 

Robbie is a class 
player, and he will give 
us a few extra options on 
the park as he can play 
anywhere in the back 
line, or in midfield. 

Not many clubs are 
lucky enough to be able 
to go out and add an es- 
tablished international 
player to their squad at 


a 


i 


this stage of the season, 
and I'm sure that all our 
young players will also 
benefit from having a 
player of Robbie's stature 


and experience in the’ 


team. 


I'm counting on that 


mixture of youth and 
experience to drive us 
back in to the Top Six, 
starting with this coming 
Saturday's home game 
against Gippsland Fal- 
cons. 

The Falcons have had a 
couple of excellent re- 
sults recently and nobody 
in the Marconi camp will 
underestimate them, but 
if ever there was a game 
which we had to win, this 
is it. 


Returning to Oz 


Foster comes home for 
some Spirit 


By Derek Royal 


FORMER Parramatta 
Eagles striker Pau! Foster 
is looking at returning to 
Australian soccer after a 
successful six-year stint 
in Singapore and Hong 
Kong. 

The 31-year-old has 
been trialling with Er- 
icsson Cup newcomer’s 
Northern Spirit and in his 
first outing, grabbed two 
goals in a friendly match 
against NSW state league 
side Sutherland Sharks. 

Spirit coach Graham 
Amold has been con- 
cerned with his side’s 
vulnerability in front of 
goal and a marksman of 
Foster’s pedigree would 
be a handy acquisition 
for the club. 


In almost five seasons 
in Hong Kong, Foster has 
scored over 70 goals and 
has won the coveted 
Golden Boot award as the 
league’s top goal-scorer 
for three consecutive 
years. He has also made 
several non-official rep- 


Tesentative appearances 
for Hong Kong. 
Foster has played 


against the likes of Tot- 
tenham Hotspur and AC 
Milan, and opposed play- 
ers of the calibre of 
Franco Baresi and 
Roberto Baggio. 


as is the current rumour. 


Marusic riles 
former coach 


By Stuart Bell 


KRESIMIR Marusic has been known to upset the odd 
coach, the odd time — or three hundred. Undoubtedly 
possessed with brilliant skills, the Croatian import can 
exasperate by hanging onto the ball for just a touch 
too long, or lose his temper at a vital moment. 

But the flawed genius is Australia’s greatest ball- 
playing talent, of that there is no doubt. 

And whoever becomes Australia’s next coach will 
undoubtedly want him to pick up his wattle tree along 
with an Australian citizenship certificate — that is un- 
less he heads back to Europe at the end of the season 


But former coach Eddie Krncevic was the man on 
the end of Marusic’s black side recently when after 
scoring a brilliant goal the Northern Spirit midfielder 
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The sharp-shooter even 
scored a hat-trick against 
Chile - the same Chilean 
side that defeated the 
Socceroos and England 
on a whirlwind tour. 

Foster first arrived in 
Asia after spending al- 
most a year on the side- 
lines with a cruciate liga- 
ment injury he suffered 
while playing for Par- 
ramatta Eagles. 

His experience of Aus- 
tralian club football, 
where money was short 
and professionalism un- 
heard of, convinced him 


exactly how pleased he was. 


“J thought it was very ungentlemanly of him,” 
Krncevic told Melbourne‘s Age newspaper. 

“T don't know why he's got sour grapes - he was 
treated more than fairly at Carlton. 


“For the money he was on 
absolutely zero. If anything, 


embarrassed coming up against us this season. I 


wouldn't have been carrying 
be hiding in shame." 


For his part Kresimir Marusic isn’t fazed at all by 
his former coach’s comments. 

After all, Northern Spirit destroyed Carlton totally 
and Kresimir Marusic had an outstanding game. 

And he can always point to the fact that he has 
played in a Grand Final in each of his three seasons 
in Australia — one of them with the Blues. 

Who is to say that this won’t be a record-making 


fourth with different clubs? 


Ungentlemanly or not, frustrating or not he is the 
- hottest player in the land at this moment in time. 


ran over to the Carlton bench to let Kmcevic know 


to remain in Asia, where 
he was able to eam a de- 
cent living out of some- 
thing he loved doing - 
scoring goals. 

But now, the older 
brother of Socceroo and 
Crystal Palace star Craig, 
is ready to retum home 
after an absence of six 


Tt comes as no surprise 
that a man accustomed to 
making a living from his 
footballing talents has 
been drawn to one of the 
most professional outfits 
in Australian soccer. 


last year, he produced 
I would have been a bit 


on like a monkey - I'd 


DAMIAN Mori's world 
record for the fastest goal 


a national league match 


nobody even cared when 
I did it, it doesn't worry 
me," Mori said. 

Ricardo Olivera blasted 
home in just 2.5 seconds 


team of the coastal Uru- 
guayan city of Fray Ben- 
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passing the ball to a 
teammate, blasted the all 


Inside Soccer cadet Luke 
Bear talks to Sydney 
Olympic’s Brett Emerton 


Brett, how long have you been 
playing for Sydney Olympic? 
Tm now in my third season at 
the club. 

What input does Frank Arok 
have on the team? 

Not much, he just sits and 
observes at training sessions — 
Tm not sure what happens 
after that. 

Sydney Olympic has one of the 
best striking partnerships with 
Adrian Cervinski and Pablo 
Cardozo. You must be very 
confident of making the Top 
Six? 

Yes. I am very confident. 
Things are looking great and © 
now with Adrian coming back 
(from injury) I’m even more 
confident. I think we’ll make 
the Top Six easily. 

Olympic’s form has been very 
good this year — do you think 
the club can win the Ericsson ~ 
Cup? 

I think we can go all the way and win 
it although we’ve had a very up and 
down season. I mean one week we are 
the best team in Australia and the next 
week we are the worst. 

Let’s go back to 1995 around the time 
the World Youth Championships were 
on and you were in the same team as 
Eddie Bosnar, Luke Tomich, Christian 
Care, Nick Rizzo, Mike Cunico and 
Tynan Scope — what do you think hap- 
pened to the other players in the 
squad who haven't made the step up 
to professional soccer? 

Well at that young age you had to 
make a few decisions. You had to take 
into consideration school and other 
things like that. Fortunately the gam- 
ble I took paid off and Sydney Olym- 


I don’t care 


about 


records: Mori 


By Sam Lienert 


off his line. 


has been smashed by the goal and hit the back _his goal had been scored 
a Uruguayan amateur of the net, to the against quality opposition 
soccer player but the astonishment offansand in the NSL whereas Oliv- 
Adelaide City striker said _ players alike. era scored his goal 
he did not care. FIFA's new ruling, against amateur players. 


Mori scored in 3.69 
seconds for the Zebras in 


against Sydney United be scored direct fromthe _gratulations to him, it's 

at Hindmarsh Stadium in kick-off. fantastic," he said. 

December, 1995. Mori scored his goal Olivera told Deutsche 
"It doesn't bother me, after Brad Hassell rolled  Presse-Agentur that FIFA 


Uruguayan 22-year-old 


in a regional champion- 


ship match between the history. 


tos and the nearby city of 
Soriano — as reported in 


and hoped 

When the referee blew 
his whistle for the kick- 
off, Olivera, rather than had. 


towards the opposing 
goal after noticing that 
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the goalkeeper was far 


The spectacular shot 
entered a high comer of 


which was not in place 
when Mori scored his 
goal, allows a goal to 


the ball to his right foot 
from the kick-off. 
Olivera’'s historic goal 
happened last Boxing 
Day and has been recog- 
nised by FIFA as the 
fastest goal in soccer 


Mori, who is the third 
highest goal scorer in 
NSL history with 121 
career goals, said he 
was happy for Olivera 


guayan got more out of 
the world record than he 


"It doesn't worry me, 
the record didn't do any- 
thing for me anyway, 
hopefully he makes a 


pic signed me. 
Do you have hopes of one day captain- 
ing the Socceroos? 

Yes, I think it is every player’s dream 
to one day captain the Socceroos. 

What is your view on Leeds not letting 
their young blokes play for Australia? 

I mean, what can you say — it is a bit 
harsh. I don’t think it is right. 

How do you feel about the preparation 
of the Olyroos leading up to the 2000 
Olympic Games? 

Our form has been a bit dodgy. How- 
ever, we still have lots of players com- 
ing back from overseas clubs. 

Brett, you have had an excellent career 
so far - where do you go from here? 
Everything has gone right for me so far. 
From here? I hope to get an overseas 
contract. 


million dollars out of it, I 
made nothing,” Mori 
said. 

The Socceroo also said 


"It could have been 
staged for all I know, 
who knows, but con- 


confirmation had been 
received last week and 
had been communicated 
to him by the local refe- 
Tees committee, which 
had sent a video of the 
match and all relevant 
details to the world body. 
He said that the direct 
kick-off had been prac- 
tised "just six or seven 
times" under the 
direction of team coach 
Mario Liuzzi when the 
team had its training ses- 
sions on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 
FOR THE RECORD: 
Mori’s record still stands 
as the fastest goal in pro- 
fessional soccer. 


the Un- 


By Alan Clark 


The first question is really the key 
one, and-we should get that one out 
of the way straight away, if that's all 
right by you. For the benefit of In- 
side Soccer readers, I wonder if you 
could tell us your views on re- 
incarnation?” 

"Reincarnation?" Jason laughed and 
wisely declined to reply. If only 
Glenn Hoddle had done like- 


On his early beginnings in football. 
"I started playing in Bundaberg in 
Queensland for the biggest team in 
Bundaberg called Across the Waves. 
“I played my first games as goal- 
keeper actually, but then I got a bit 
bored so I then went out into the 


field." 

"Did you come from a football- 
playing background?" I asked. 

“My father does,” Jason told me, "He 
played at amateur level in Holland, 
as did his father. 

“TI think that‘s where the interest 
came from. So as a child I always 
had a football around.” 

(Jason had already carved out a good 
representative career before his first 
national league season.) 

"I played all through the 
(Queensland) state representative 
sides from under 13s to under 19s, 
and then progressed to the national 
teams at that age. 

“T played for Australia‘s Youth 
Team in the Championships in Chile, 
and I played my first game for the 
Socceroos in 1988 against Fiji. 

“T ended with the Socceroos under 
Terry Venables - his first camp was 
my last camp," he said smiling a lit- 
tle. 


What was different between that 
camp under Venables, and the previ- 
ous ones you'd been involved in? 
"There was a buzz of excitement - 
the fact that Terry Venables is known 
all over the world - all the players 
wanted to mect him and see what he 
was like. 

“The interest that he attracted was 
extraordinary.” 

(I asked for Jason‘s assessment of 
Venables based on that training 
camp). 

"He was a good coach. 

“He knew what he was talking 
about. 

“I was especially impressed by the 
way he got movement out of the 
players - he added another dimen- 
sion. 

“T was very impressed with him." 


On Jason's first season in the na- 


The career, 
times & 
thoughts of ; 
JASON 

POLAK 


JASON Polak has had a long and successful football career 
in Australia at National League level amassing over 200 


games with four clubs. 


He has also been a success as an Aussie overseas playing 
in the Greek, Belgian, and Dutch leagues. 

In only one of Jason's National League seasons has the 
team he's been with failed to play in the Finals, and then by 


only one point. 


Next week Jason will play his 100th game for current 
Champions, and Ericsson Cup leaders, South Melbourne. 

The former Socceroo talks exclusively about his career - 
its ups and down, its triumphs and disasters - with Inside. 


Soccer's Alan Clark. 


tional league - Sydney Olympic in 
1988 (they were still playing a winter 
season then). 

What do you remember about your 
debut game? 

"] think I came off the bench against 
Sydney United. 


“YT remember being very nervous, 
but it was sort of a blur - it was very 
exciting. 

“J enjoyed those couple of years at 

Sydney Olympic. 
("They were successful years," I said, 
checking the ladders and Finals Se- 
Ties‘ details for 1988 and 1989, Ja- 
son‘s second and last season with the 
Sydney-siders). 

"Definitely. 

“We had a good side - we were all 
around about the same age, and we 
all got on well and I think that con- 
tributed to our success. 

“We socialised together so it was a 
good team atmosphere all around.” 


You've in fact been associated with 
successful NSL teams throughout 
your career. In only one season, has 
a team you've been associated with 
failed to make the Finals - we'll 
come to that team in a moment - but 
with Sydney Olympic you were there 
two years, the second year reaching 
the Grand Final. 

(I knew this because I‘d been trawl- 
ing through the OzSoccer site at 
http://ozsoccer.thehub.com.au/ where 
there‘s enough detail to make the 
most dedicated footballphile a happy 
person.). 

I asked Jason what he remembered 
of the Grand Final. 

"Oooh!" he said still feeling some 
of the disappointment, “I knew I was 
going overseas at that stage, so I 
knew it was going to be my last game 
in Australia, at least for a while. 

“J was keen to do very well. 

“The crowd was great, both teams 
(Olympic and Marconi) had great 
supporter-bases. 

“By half-time, no-one really domi- 
nated the game. 

“I thought we were starting to get 
on top, but (Marconi‘s) Zlatko 
Nastevski, who was a very dangerous 
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player at the time - a noted goal- 
scorer - had been pretty quiet the 
whole game, and then he scored the 
winner. 

“That was just shattering. 

“We went from feeling we were 
going to win this game, to just hav- 
ing lost it.” 

(There was a luil in our conversation 
as Jason remembered the devastating 
feeling). 


I asked Jason about his three years 
overseas. Jason spent one season in 
Greece with Panathinaikos, then 
transferred to Belgian club KV Kor- 
trijk, then crossed the border into the 
Netherlands to play for De Graaf 
schap. All three clubs were in their 
respective countries‘ top leagues. 
"Panathinaikos approached me and 
made me an offer. 

“At that stage I wasn‘t a hundrec 
percent about it and I had to think 
about it. 

“But the offer was good, and I 
thought I was going to go (overseas 
eventually) anyway, so I may as well 
go now.” 


Up until that point, Jason had been - 
like most other players in Australia - 
@ part-time player. He was now go- 
ing to a full-time professional club, 
and one of Europe's giant sides as 
well. How did he cope with the tran- 
sition from part-time to full-time? 

"Tt was eye-opening. 

“People in Australia don‘t realise 
how fierce the competition is over 
there for places, and that it is your 
job. 

“It's a lot more intense, not as 
friendly an atmosphere as it is in 
Australia, because of the level that 
you're at. 

“And I guess some days it really 
feels like a job. 

“Because you're training every day 
you do get days where you think it‘s 
just a bit of a grind, especially in 
those winter months when you‘ve 
got ice on you and you can‘t feel 
your toes because of the frozen 
pitches and the cold days.” 


Le “The Soccer Place ... 


am Fi 
The change meant Jason had under- 
gone a major change from almost 
playing for fun, to playing as a job, 
in a new country, and a different 
language and custom. How did he 
manage? 

So there you were, an Australian 


lish-speaking person in Athens, and 
no-one really spoke English that 
much. 

“The coach I was under (for part of 
my time there) didn‘t speak English 
either so it was quite difficult. 

“T was lucky in that I had some 


Australian players with me who 


overseas in a major Greek club, not 


of Greek background yourself so helped translate at various stages. 
probably not fluent in Greek, playing “Chris Kalantzis (now returned and 
in Greece? playing with Sydney Olympic) was 
"It was very difficult. I was an Eng- there and he helped me. 


.. for everything soccer ... 


WE ARE the club specialists in Sydney’s west. 
We offer service, free delivery and club prices 
e.g. 
Mitre Skill Training Ball $16.15 
Mitre Tempo Training Ball $16.65 
Ram Cormo Training Ball $17.45 


ALL YOUR. CLUB NEEDS ..... From BALLS 
SOCKS, NETS, LINEMARKING LIQUD etc. 
to PHOTOS to TROPHIES. 


? 


YOUR ONE-STOP SOCCER SHOP 


The Soccer Place ... 
2182 The Northern Road 
Luddenham NSW 2745 


MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE 
Ph: (02) 4773 3123 
FAX (02) 4773 3127 
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for Ghent 


By Stuart Bell 


POPULAR Melbourne 
Knights striker Tom Pon- 
deljak headed for Bel- 
gium on Monday for a 
two week trial with a 
view to a permanent 
move. Pondeljak will trial 
with First Division club 
Ghent and is confident of 
making a permanent 
overseas move. 

“A lot of Australians 
have played in Belgium,“ 
Pondeljak said on the eve 
of his departure. 

“The good thing is that 
a lot of them have gone 
on to bigger and better 
things in the major 
leagues in Europe. 

Pondeljak, who has 
performed well for the 
Knights during a difficult 
time clearly sees the 
move to Ghent as a 
‘shop-window‘ opportu- 
nity. 

“They obviously like 
Australian players (in 
Belgium), and I don't 
think the transition is too 
difficult because the stan- 
dard isn't too much 
higher,” he says. “It's 
hard for someone like me 
to jump into the German, 


(ee 400 oem: 2 
Italian or English league 
straight away. 

“A lot of Australians 
have come through Bel- 
gium, because they like 
to start their careers off 
there to try and get a feel 
for Europe.” 

The only step-up he is 
likely to see is one of 
fitness with Ghent having 
the advantage of being a 


fully professional club. 
His loss will be a big 


blow to Melbourne 
Knights fans who have 
now witnessed almost the 
total decimation of their 
successful side of just a 
few seasons ago. 

Pondeljak played what 
might well have been his 
last game for the Knights 
against Spirit. 


Talking Soccer 
with Carlton S.C.’s 
SEAN DOUGLAS 


THIS week I’ll continue 
on with the interview 
with Chris Turner from 
the Auckland Kings. 
Chris, what has been the 
reaction to your Ericsson 
Cup bid from the media, 
Jans and sponsors so far 
in New Zealand? 

“It has been very excit- 
ing. 
“We have kept a very 
low key approach so far 
in forming the company 
and the bid to enter the 
Ericsson Cup, but we 


have still had so many 
enquiries asking “when is 
it going to happen”. 
“People from both the 
soccer community and 
other sports have been 
very interested in finding 
out all about the club. 
“Corporate support is 
very strong due to the 
television coverage and 


international rivalries that 
we will have. 
“So overall, even 


though we haven’t offi- 
cially launched the club 


yet there is a lot of inter- 
est in how we are going 
and what stage we are 
at” 
What sort of marketing 
will you do? Soccer in 
NZ has almost no profile 
whatsoever, how will you 
change this? 
“Football Kings limited 
will have a footballing 
arm and a separate mar- 
keting arm among others. 
“New Zealand’s recent 
success in the Confedera- 
tions Cup, and the up- 


NSW SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 4 


EASTERN SUBURBS 
WANDERERS 


BONNYRIGG WHITE 


EAGLES 


Sunday 28 February 


WENTWORTH PARK 
Kick Off 1pm (18s), 3pm (21s), Spm (First Grade) 
Under 11 & 12 Reps and Cadet trial matches from 8.45am 
MATCH DAY SPONSOR 


Rallis Timber 


Cnr. Marrickville Road and Buckley Street, Marrickville 


TEL (02) 9557 5037 
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hoping 


By Tony Moffitt 


IN THE. week following 
Inside Soccer's report on 
the ailing condition of The 
Bill Turner Cup, lots has 
happened - little of it good. 

Founder of the school- 
age competition, Bill 
Tumer, told Inside Soccer 
last weekend that the re- 
sponse from the commu- 
nity, and from the area 
managers and Executive 
within the organisation was 
‘outstanding’. 

“Everyone was delighted 
that the newspaper would 
take such a genuine con- 
cem in our problem, and 
come to our aid by publi- 
cising our predicament,“ 
Mr Turner said. 

However, facts are facts. 

In the ensuing days, Mr 
Tumer said the phone has- 
n’t mun with a call from a 
football club. 

Not that he’s disap- 
pointed. 

Bill Turmer is made of 
strong stuff. 

He’s eternally hopeful, if 
not downright optimistic. 

“Tt will, happen,’ Mr 
Tamer says, underlining 
his faith-in the Australian 
soccer community. 

“I’m hoping there are 
clubs out there right now 
who have taken the idea on 
board, and are going 
through the normal club- 


coming World Under 17 
Cup have lifted soccer’s 
profile over the last few 
weeks, and we hope to 
build on this while we can. 

“People in New Zealand 
love sport, and they will 
follow almost any sport if it 
affects them. 

“With the trans-Tasman 
Tivalry we hope to attract 
“non-soccer” followers. 

“We liken ourselves to 
the Auckland Warriors who 
entered the profile of 
Rugby League in New Zea- 
land solely due to the fact 
that they were competing 
against Australian sides 
week-in week-out.” 

Finally Chris, Where do 


you see the Auckland Kings 


in five years time? 


“Winning the Ericsson 
Cup! (laughs). 
“The Kings will stand for 


excellence on and off the 
field. We aim to be com- 
petitive from day one. 

“And within three years 
we hope to be challenging 
for and even winning the 
Ericsson Cup.” 


castle has not crossed his mind. 


football at the moment." 


Rab attracting attention 


RAB Shannon, Newcastle Breakers in-form Scottish import, is 
believed to have attracted the attention of several high profile 
Ericsson cup sides, but Shannon states that a move from New- 


committee processes. 

“Every club has a 
budget, and every budget 
is tight. 

“Even though we’re not 
asking for a lot of money, 
we're still asking. natu- 
rally, that sort of thing 
needs to go before a club 
meeting before anything 
can happen. 

“It’s a bit hard to be- 
lieve that every club in 
the country just happened 
to have their next sched- 
uled meeting in the few 


ing body FIFA. 


bia player 
(140). 


Ravelli has amassed 143 games 
and now ranks ahead of Saudi Ara- 
Majed Abdullah 


Abdullah previously was listed 
with 149 games, but FIFA detected 
that some of them were in 
fact Olympic matches or games of 
the Sandis against club teams. 

Under FIFA mules only regular 


days following the 
story in Inside Soccer! 

“So, we'll wait, and 
we'll hope. 

“And we’ll put our 
faith in clubs like 
Shellharbour City and 
the hundreds of others 
like it around Austra- 
lia. 

If the Bill Tuer Cup 
does survive, it. will 
need this kind of 
ground level support. 

Last week Mr Turner 
was given his twenty 


Thomas claims 
the FIFA all time 
caps record 


SWEDISH goalkeeper legend Tho- 
mas Ravelli is the world's most- 
capped footballer, according to a 
revised list issued by world govern- 


international matches - 
against other national teams or champi- 
onship qualifiers can be counted. 

FIFA said that several eastern Euro- 


west cb fet ie bill Turner keeps 
jets out 


fourth ‘knock-back by 
corporate Australia. 

He’s keeping count. 

“Yes, we got two more 
last week,” he admitted. 

“Two more corporate 
organisations turned 
down our invitation. 

“That makes a neat 
two-dozen. 

“But [’'m not finished 
trying. 

“We've still got presen- 
tations out with two other 
firms. 

“We're hoping they 


friendlies 


pean players were also stripped of 


Abdullah. 


matches. 


pean 


Third in the list is German veteran 
Lothar Matthaeus with so far 132 


Matthaeus can move to the top of the 
list - theoretically October 9 in a Euro- 
championship qualifier 
with Turkey - because unlike the duo 
ahead of him he is still playing. 


some matches for similar reasons that 


It’s daytime 
at United 


By Derek Royal 


HE MAY be biding his 
time, but Sydney 
United’s high-profile off- 
season signing Nathan 
Day is gradually working 
his way back to full 
match fitness. 

The former Adelaide 
Sharks striker broke a 
bone in his foot in Octo- 
ber and has only recently 
retumed to first team 
action. 

Day has played a hand- 
ful of games from the 
bench in recent weeks 
and started the round 16 
clash against Newcastle 
at Breakers Stadium. 

But the success of 
United’s teenaged strike- 
force of Mile Sterjovski 
and Joel Griffiths makes 
life rather challenging for 
the newcomer - a fact 
coach David Mitchell 
knows all too well. 


Said the skilful Scot: "My family have settled into the Aus- 
tralian way of life really well, and I'm certainly enjoying my 
Lee Sterrey has confounded the critics and put together a 


very competitive side on a shoestring budget. 
“We're still not out of the running for a Top Six spot and it 
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“The two young boys 
up front are doing ex- 
tremely well,” Mitchell 
told Inside Soccer. 

“They’ve had a terri- 
fic season so far, but 
the season is by no 
means over. 

“Nathan Day has 
been waiting in the 
wings and now he’s 
back to full fitness, he’s 


pushing for a first team 
spot as well.” 
Day’s respect for 


Mitchell influenced his 
decision to move from 
Adelaide to Edensor. 
Park and the former 
Sharks star is aware of 
his new  mentor’s 
achievements in a dis- 
tinguished professional 
career that included 
stints at Feyenoord, 
Glasgow Rangers and 
Chelsea. 

“Dave’s got experi- 
ence, attitude, a good 


would be a great boost to our supporters if we could make 


reputation and  influ- 
ence,” said Day. 

Mitchell too, had high 
expectations of his new 
charge but the player’s 
unavailability and inju- 
ries suffered by Abbas 
Saad and Mitchell him- 
self, forced the United 
coach to use Sterjovski 
and Griffiths - an oppor- 
tunity the youngsters 
have grabbed with both 
hands. 

Saad is expected to be 
available for first team 
selection within the next 
month and the option of 
Mitchell playing himself 
up front either as a starter 
or a bench player assures 
the team of some white- 
hot competition for 
places. United’s sensa- 
tional tyros have the in- 
side running, now it’s up 
to the likes of Day, Saad 
and possibly Mitchell, to 
apply some pressure. 


it,” says Shannon. “Apparently they haven't had too much 
to cheer about in the past few seasons, but they really are a 
loyal bunch, and deserve a bit of success. I don't think too 
many teams make the mistake of underestimating us now, 
and our blend of youth and experience is starting to pay 


dividends." 


Shannon, who saw service in Scotland's Premier League 
said: "Coming to Australia was one of the best career 
moves I have made. I feel fitter now than at any stage of 
my career, and I'd like to think that I would still be playing 
in the Ericsson cup for another three or four seasons, pref- 


erably with Newcastle." 


Brown fancies 


Tillies’ chances 


By Hugo Uribe 


AUSTRALIAN women's 
soccer team coach Greg 
Brown is confident the 
Matildas will reach the 
semi-finals of the World 
Cup in the United States 
in June. 

Brown said he was sat- 
isfied with the draw for 
the 32-match event that 
took place last week in 
San Jose, California, 
placing Australia in 
Group D to play China, 
Ghana and Sweden. 

China, Germany, de- 
fending champion Nor- 
way and the host United 
States were the top seeds, 

"Yes, I'm happy with 
the draw, mainly because 
we've beaten China and 
Sweden before and al- 
though we have never 
faced Ghana it is of one 
of the weakest sides in 
the tournament,” he 
said. Brown said if Aus- 
tralia won the group, he 
felt confident it would go 
on to the semi-finals. 

If they win their group, 
the Matildas will have to 
play the second in Group 
C (Norway, Japan, Can- 
ada, Russia); if they fin- 


ish second they play the 
top team of that group. 

“I feel confident we can 
beat either Japan, Russia 
or Canada to qualify for 
the next stage," Brown 
said. "After that, anything 
can happen." 

Norway should win the 
group unless there's a 
major upset. 

Brown said China 
would be favourite in 


"We're capable of beat- 


side," he said. 

Brown said now it was 
a matter of intense prepa- 
ration and Australia 
would play "some 
matches against the boys” 
in Canberra before leav- 
ing in three weeks for 
Portugal for the 
Algarve Cup against Por- 
tugal, the United States, 
Norway, China, Sweden 
and Denmark, 


warm-up matches prior to 
the tournament. 

The coach's optimism 
was echoed in San Jose. by 


prolific Matildas striker 


Julie Murray, who was se- 
lected for the FIFA World 
All-Stars which beat the 
United States 2-1, in an 
exhibition match sand- 
wiched around the draw for 
the World Cup. 

"We're capable of beating 


ing any of these teams. 


We’ve come a long way.” 


Australia's group because 
of its past record in the 
Olympics. and World 
Cup, and conceded it 
would not an easy game 
for the Matildas. 

"But we beat China 1-0 
about 12 months ago 
during the Tri series be- 
tween the Chinese, New 
Zealand and us here in 
Australia, and a lot has 
happened since’ in terms 
of improvement for our 


"That should be good 
preparation," he said of 
the two-week tourna- 
ment. "Obviously, we 
want to go there and do 
well, but also to have a 
close view of the other 
teams." 

Brown said he hoped to 
be able to play Ghana 
before the World Cup 
and that the Matildas 
definitely would be fac- 
ing the US and Canada in 


any of these teams. We 
have come a long way," 
Murray said. 

Victories over China, 
Sweden and Italy in the 
past year give Murray con- 
fidence the Aussies 
can overcome entering the 
24-team event. 

But China's Gao Hong 
likes her homeland's 
chances as well. 

“There's no problem. I 
like the results," she said. 


Wolves looking to 
import Pacific 
islanders 


By Stuart Bell 


WOLLONGONG 
Wolves have stated their 
intention of becoming 
importers. of players by 
bringing two Tahiatian 
internationals to Brandon 
Park for trials. 

Striker Gerald Quennet, 
25, and midfielder Benoit 
Michelena, 24, arrived in 
Wollongong last week for 
a two week stint with the 
lowly placed NSL side. 

So far this season the 
Wolves have transferred 


REPLIES TO: 


striker Kosta Salapasidis 
to Portuguese second 
division side Compastella 
and defender Alvin Cec- 
coli to Greece on loan. 
Should AEK pick up 
Ceccoli’s contract the 
club will stand to make a 
total profit of $2million 
with the double deal. 
Both Tahitians play for 
the island’s AS Tefana 
club although they ar- 
rived there from France's 
Girondins Bordeaux club 
where they were devel- 
oped in that club’s youth 


CADET JOURNALISTS 


Inside Soccer will shortly start an exciting programme for CADET JOURNALISTS. 

If you would like to take part in our 20-week programme and have the commitment to 
work under direction then please write a brief letter to the Editor detailing your interests, 
any writing experience (school magazine etc) and soccer background. 

Subjects covered in the programme will range through Ericsson Cup, State League and 
schools/junior soccer. 

Apllicants should be aged between 14 and 18. 
Four Cadets will be started in the programme which will start mid-Marcli and run for 20 
weeks. Under an agreement with Soccer Australia restricted press accreditaion will be 
given to all successful applicants. 


The Editor, Inside Soccer 
Suites 4/5, 108 Railway Street, Corrimal NSW 2518 
Fax: (02) 4285 7481 e-mail: insidesoccer@hotmail.com 


programme. 

Both players attracted 
interest from Brisbane 
Strikers during the recent 
Confederations Cup but 
failed to land a contract. 

"In the semi-final of the 
Confederations Cup 
against Australia, I be- 
lieve we were unlucky, 
said Quennet. 

“But it was a positive 
experience for both of us, 
and the team. 

“People say that was 
the best Tahiti has ever 
played." 


Tahiti lost 4-1 to an Aus- 
tralian experimental side 
which itself was eventually 
humbled by New Zealand 
in the final. 

Before the Wolves can 
sign the players they have 
to demonstrate to the NSL 
that they have the creden- 
tials to play at a higher 
standard than average Aus- 
tralian Ericsson Cup play- 
ers. 

Prior to moving to Tahiti 
both players spent some 
time in the French third 
division. 


Please, no 


inguiries 


FIFA President Sepp Blatter at the Women’s World Cup draw 


Zebras look to 
Riccardo 


ADELAIDE City are 
currently trialing an Ital- 
ian midfielder at Hind- 
marsh Stadium. 

25-year-old Riccardo 
Magherini is said to have 
impressed Zebra officials 
so far. 

He is from Serie C2 
club Prato. 


And in a bid to step 
up local promotion the 
Zebras visited Eliza- 
beth City Shopping 
Centre prior to last 
weekend’s Ericsson 


Cup match. 

Local station 92.7FM 
conducted their soccer 
programme from the 


centre and featured City 
players live on air. 

Other centre visits are 
planned in the future as 
Adelaide City continues 
its promotion aimed at 
heightened community 
awareness of the club as 
well as keeping in contact 
with their own fans. 


ROUND 4 NSW SUPER LEAGUE 
Fairfield Bulls 


V 


Canterbury Marrickville 


Nineveh Stadium, Smithfield Road, 


Edensor Park 
SUNDAY 28 FEBRUARY 


Members, guests and visitors are welcome to visit 
the social club before and after the match. 
Enjoy the Bistro, Entertainment or just a friendly 
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KICK OFF: 
Under 18s 2pm 
Under 21s 4pm 
First Grade pm 


drink at the bar. 
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“But I did find it difficult.” 


But there was also an up-side. Not 
only was he now with one of the 
pedigree sides in European football, 
playing in front of enthusiastic and 
knowledgeable fans with crowd sizes 
Jar in excess of those he had so far 
encountered, he was involved in 
European club competition. 
"Panathinaikos played in Europe - I 
think it was the European Cup Win- 
ners‘ Cup, and 1 played ties against 
(Romania‘s) Dynamo Bucharest and 
(Wales*) Swansea. 

“That was a fantastic experience 
playing in European competition.” 


Jason left after an agent arranged a 
transfer to Belgian club KV Kortrijk, 
then in the top league. 

After a year he moved on to a Dutch 
club also playing at elite level. 

Was it easier playing in western- 
European countries? 

"I found things much easier in Bel- 
gium and Holland.” 


Coming from a Dutch family- 
background, did you speak Dutch? 
"No. My father is Dutch, but my 
mother is Australian, so he had no- 
one to speak it to, so he never spoke 
it with us. 

“So I went to Holland not knowing 
any Dutch either.” 


I asked him about his season in Bel- 
gium. 
"The team I was with was from the 
French-speaking part of Belgium, 
very close to the French border. 
“Lille was the closest French town. 
“Frank Farina was over there at 
that time playing very well for Club 
Bruges. 
“I saw Frank every now and then 
and we spoke on the phone, so it was 
good to have other Australians 


around. 
“Jason van Blerk and George Kul- 
scar were also there at that time.” 


Jason's move from KV Kortrijk to 
Dutch team De Graafschap had an 
Australian connection. 

"The coach at De Graafschap - 
Simon Kistemaker - used to coach 
Brisbane Lions. 

“When | was a junior he tried to 
get me to Brisbane Lions. 

“(Playing at De Graafschap) was an 
enjoyable experience, they were 
based in the eastern part of Holland, 
close to the German border." 


The Dutch league is like quite a 
mumber of European leagues where 
there might be three or four really 
strong teams which can hold their 
own in European competition, and 
then a number of other clubs below 
them who are around about the same 
standard? 

"Yeah, that?s exactly right. 

“PSV, Ajax, and Feyenoord - they 
were the three big clubs, and you 
were doing very well to beat those 
sides. 

“But the rest of them were very 
competitive with each other. 

“De Graafschap were a pretty good 
club. 

“They had a good. supporter-base, 
they‘d get over ten thousand support- 
ers there and it was a small ground, 
so there was always a fantastic at- 
mosphere.” 


And then you returned to Australia? 
Frank Farina mentions in his book 
‘Frank Farina - My World is Round‘ 
that he‘d decided after playing over- 
seas he wanted to come back to Aus- 
tralia, He wanted to return to the 
Australian lifestyle even though he 
could have continued playing and 
making a very good living in Europe. 
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What was the motivation for you? 

"I couldn‘t get a work permit! 
“Because my father (was now an 

Australian citizen) he‘d given up his 

(Dutch) citizenship. 


“So 1 coulant piay aS 8 Wutch- 
person. 

“Like any other foreigner, I had to 
apply for a work permit. 

“That went through the courts and 
1 ended up not getting one. 

“I hadn‘t played enough intemna- 
tionals at that stage. 

“It meant I couldn‘t play in Hol- 
land any more and it would mean 
going to another club. 

“But I'd been away three years 
anyway.” 

So you came home to Newcastle. 
What was it about Newcastle that 
made you want to go there? 

"It was the coach, Bruce Stowell. 

“I knew him from my junior days 
in the (Queensland) state representa- 
tive sides. 

“He'd been in contact with me 
regularly and he knew that | was 
coming home and indicated to me 
that he wanted to sign me for New- 
castle." 


This was in season 1992/93, the na- 
tional league now having gone to 
summer seasons during Jason's time 
overseas. Newcastle that year had 
one of their most successful seasons 
in a long time. They missed out on 
the Finals by one point. 
"Yeah, we did,” Jason responded 
ruefully. 

"We started very badly. 

“At the start of the season I had an 
operation on my foot, Warren Spink 
had a groin operation, we had a lot of 


players out of the side, and we strug- maybe not so as attacking ashe does eventual 
gled early on. these days. Premiers 
“But the second half of the year we © “He's come on very well over the Adelaide 
did very well - we won eight of years, City. TI 
eleven games or something like that, | “He's become captain of Marconi, asked 
but we ended up just missing out. and is a very influential player, and him for 
“It was disappointing because we he's scored a lot of goals. his recol- 
were playing very well towards the “You‘ve got to admire what he's Jections of 
end of the season, and | thnk we done for his career. that first season at 
ER PUBLICATION 


AUSTRALIA’S BEST SELLING SOCC 


ae 


were a good enough side to have 
been in the Finals.” 

How was the change from playing in 
European winters to the change to 
summer football back home? 


“L enjoyed it! 

“Coming from Queensland I love 
the sun anyway. 

“T grew up playing in the warmer 
weather, so the change to summer for 
me was great. 

“It didn't mean those cold wet 
nights (training). 

“Generally the standard of the 
Pitches was a lot better, and the 
crowds were better too. 

“T thought it was very good for the 
game, very positive.” 


I was speaking with Jason on the 
Thursday before South Melbourne 
was due to play Marconi. This game 
would be Jason's 99th for South, and 
his 205th in the national league. 
The Marconi captain, Brad Maloney 
whose playing stats are very simi- 
lar - it would be his 108th for Mar- 
coni, and his 203rd in the league - 
was a team-mate of Jason's at New- 
castle that year. 
Knowing the article wouldn't appear 
until after South played Marconi, 
and so would not be seen by the 
Marconi captain until Marconi had 
been safely returned to Sydney, I 
invited Jason to spill the beans on 
Maloney. 
The ever-polite Jason declined the 
offer, and instead replied: "He?s a 
great guy, Brad. 
’ “J got on very well with him. I only 
spent that year with him but I knew 
he was a good player. 

“He played in a similar position at 
Newcastle (as now with Marconi) 


"Brad‘s spent some time overscas 
as well, it sounds like we were both 
nomads there for a while, but we've 
finally settled down!” 


I mentioned that the Marconi match 
would be Jason's 99th for South, and 
so the next game would bring up the 
ton, and asked him if he was aware 
of this aspect to the game. 

"E don‘t normally keep a track of 
statistics like that. 

“People did make me aware of my 
200th game which I think was in 
Canberra. 

“T didn‘t know until you told me it 
will soon be my 100th game (for 
South). 

“But it is nice to be at one club for 
one hundred games.” 


"We'll come back to that,” I sug- 
gested, "because your one hundred 
games with South is actually spread 
over two periods.” 

"That's right," he said with a know- 
ing laugh. 


So what took Jason to South for sea- 
son 1993/94? 

"Well there were a couple reasons 
there. 

“South Melbourne expressed inter- 
est in having me and also my wife 
had an offer to move down here with 
her job. 

“So from both our points of view it 
was a good idea, although I had en- 
joyed my stay at Newcastle." 


South Melbourne had a very success- 
ful year, finishing second in the 
league, being eliminated 
one step from the 
Grand Final by 


Stee ates 


South Melbourne. 
"I remember it was a very exciting 
year. 
“I was playing with some very, 
very good quality players. 

“T enjoyed the year immensely. 

“The only disappointing thing was 
the way we finished because we 
played some very attractive football 
that year, and when you get to the 
Finals with the side we had, we were 
capable of winning. 

“Unfortunately you need a bit of 
luck and we met Adelaide City. 

“T remember Tony Vidmar curled 
one in.” 


Although South‘s famous coach Fer- 
enc Puskas had departed the previ- 
ous year, and Jason was not to expe- 
rience the Puskas influence directly, 
it still pervaded the team. 

"The style they played, the way we 
trained. 

“Ferenc had an influence while he 
was there and probably for a couple 
of years after: 

“T know all the players enjoyed 
their experience under him." 


South Melbourne's next year was 
less successful although they still 
made the Finals, losing 2-3 to Mel- 
bourne Knights, again in the Pre- 
liminary Final. 
Mark Viduka scored all three 
Knights‘ goals in a game played in a 
downpour. 
"Mark Viduka was the difference 
that day, with his hat-trick. 

“T remember it was a muddy pitch. 

“Danny Tiatto (the Knights‘ mid- 
fielder) got sent off and I think that 
was probably the worst thing that 
happened to us because Melbourne 
Knights actually started to play better 
with ten men. 

“But if you look at the quality of 
the players in the Melbourne Knights 


side: De Amicis, Marth, Marusic, 
Cervinski, Tiatto, and Viduka - they 
were a very strong side.” 


That was Frank Arok‘s first season 
in charge at South Melbourne. When 
I started to ask about Jason‘s view of 
Arok he was guarded in his re- 
sponses. 

Polite as throughout the discussion, 
he was not willing to go into much 
detail, although it was apparent he 
could say a lot if of a mind to. 

"Every coach is different. 

“Tt was an experience. — 

“Tt's hard to explain. 

“He actually got rid of me after that 
year, he didn‘t want to sign me for 
the next year. 

“T didn‘t figure in Frank‘s plans. 

“(Arok‘s) been around for a long 
time so he certainly has more experi- 
ence, and he had a different way of 
doing things to anything I‘d experi- 
enced. 

“T don‘t know what it was exactly. 

“Frank never told me what he did 
like about me or what he didn‘t like 
about me." 


TO BE CONTINUED 
Brisbane, 

South Melbourne 
again ...... and more 


SOUTH Cardiff first 
kicked off as a soccer 
club over fifty years ago: 
the club starting in 1947- 
48, 

The ground was ac- 
quired through a BHP 
lease. 

But beyond these scant 
facts, little is known of 
the club’s early years. 


No official records 
were kept of those forma- 
tive years. 


, The club played in the 


all-age competition with 
home games at Holmes- 
ville and Killingworth. 

It didn’t take South 
Cardiff long to find suc- 


BY TONY MOFFITT 


HOW many clubs do you 
know of -have had the 
same soccer coach for 
seven years? 

South Cardiff do. 

Chris | Miner stared 
coaching the club way 
back in 1992. 

He’s still there today as 
the club prepares for yet 
another season. 

And he’s still. going 
strong — and he’s still 
getting results. 

And he still has the 
support of the club and 
the fans because he con- 
tinues to get those results. 

In an era where coaches 
come and go faster than 
seasonal fashions, Chris 
Miner’s stay at South 
Cardiff has been one 
Spectacular success after 
another. 

He has led the club 
through all the grades; 
from a lower 3rd division 
team to a State 1st Divi- 
sion outfit that has a 
reputation for making 
things happen on the 


“We've continued to 
have success, and as a 
result, I’ve continued to 
be challenged by the in- 
creased quality of the 
competition we come up 
against,“ Chris told Jn- 


Cess. 

They won the competi- 
tion in 1954, and played 
a lead up game before the 
Australian team took the 
field. 

Unfortunately the club 
then folded, and it wasn’t 
until the 1960s that South 
Cardiff re-emerged as a 
formidable force in New- 
castle soccer. 

In 1978 the club was 
accepted into the North- 
em New South Wales 


Soccer Federation. 
Once again, success 

was quick for the club. 
They reached the finals 

in 1982, only to be 


side Soccer. 

For Chris, and the Gun- 
ners, the leap into Ist 
Divison last year was a 
learning experience. 

They'll go into the ‘99 
season in good shape, 
and brimming with en- 
thusiasm. 

“Teams like Broad- 
meadow, Edgeworth and 
Olympic are the obvious 
ones to watch out for,“ 
Chris said. 

“Actually, we're lucky. 

“We've drawn all three 
of those clubs in our first 
three games of the sea- 
son - it will be the perfect 
way to get an immediate 
gauge on how we will go 
this year. 

“Those clubs will pro- 
vide us with an early- 
season benchmark.“ 

Miner said the club was 
thriving on the challenge 
of Ist Division - in par- 
ticular, the different atti- 
tudes of the clubs. 

“It’s certainly great to 
be in the top level of 
competition. 

“The clubs around us 
are very professional in 
their approach, and that 
lifts us as well.“ 

Miner says 1998 was 
all about earning respect. 

1999 will be about get- 
ting results. 

“We have our sights set 


beaten by Rutherford. 

In 1987, a South Car- 
diff team, coached by 
Steven Cox was beaten 
by Croatia, and again in 
1991, when John Han- 
cock coached both grades 
to the finals. 

However, once again, 
South Cardiff were 
beaten at the final hurdle. 

In 1993 things began to 
look up for the club. 

Their coach, Chris 
Miner took the first grade 


to the minor premiership. 

In the same year he led 
the reserve grade to a 
Grand Final win, and the 
club’s third grade 


on two targets; reaching 
the top five, and beating 
the 28 points we earned 
last year. 

“Anything less will be a 
disappointment, no doubt 
about it.“ 

Whilst diplomatic 
enough not to make a 
bold prediction for the 
season’s outcome, he did 
say he believed South 
Cardiff had what was 


fe ur 


Gunners now 50 plus 


reached the semi finals. 

It’s not surprising then 
that Chris Miner remains 
the senior coach at the club 
as the South Cardiff 
Weathertex Gunners pre- 
pare to take the field for the 
1999 competition. 

South Cardiff have a 
reputation amongst offi- 
cials and football experts as 
being one of the most pro- 
gressive, active clubs in the 
Hunter. 


L) 
It seems highly likely, | 


given the club’s tradition of 
excellence and innovation, 
that 1999 could well pro- 
vide yet another milestone 
in the club’s proud history. 


Having what is required 


required to make it into the 
final rounds of the competi- 
tion. 

“Like all play-off situa- 
tions, you have to be there 
at the end to have a chance. 

“Once we make’ that last 
step, the semi-finals can 
become a lottery. 

“But you’ve got to be 
there to take the chance. 

“That’s what we’re aim- 
ing for.” 


CALL AT ED’S 
ONE STOP SHOP 


indscreen 


battery needs. 


We can supply all types of 
windscreens and carry a complete 
range of batteries and tyres. 


ON CALL 24 HOURS 
(02) 4956 7722 


Craig and Dave wish the Gunners all 
the best for the coming season. 


A Profile of Australian Soccer Clubs: 


South Cardiff 


; “SOUTH CARDIFF SOCCER CLUB» 


THE SOUTH Cardiff 
Weathertex Gunners are 
fortunate to have the sup- 
port of a strong Junior 
Club. Hard working com- 
mittees over the years 
have seen the South Car- 
diff Junior Club continue 
to grow. 

According to Robert 
Thompson, Secretary of 
the Juniors, this season 
the club will field a total 
of nineteen teams. 

Sixteen of those teams 
are in the 6-17 age 
groups. The club also 
boasts two all-age teams 


Can and Helen Moyle wish the Gunners the 
Geot of luck for the coming seasan. 


IRON HORSE INN, 
MAIN ROAD, 
CARDIFF 


Goad buck The Gunners 
Hope you have another successful 
season from Maria & Kathy 
M& K 


FABRICATIONS 


Light Steel Fabrication 
Mario Hedenik 


68 Pacific Highway 
Jewells NSW 2280 


Ph: (02) 4948 7656 


& 


UNIT 2, 69 MUNIGBUNG ROAD, 
CARDIFF 
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and one women’s team. 

“The all-age teams 
give our loyal young- 
sters an avenue for 
football after they 
break out of the junior 
ranks,“ Mr Thompson 
explained. 

“The club has always 
felt that, after a player 
has supported the club 
for, maybe nine or ten 
years of junior soccer, 
we have an obligation 
to them.“ 

Mr Thompson said 
the all-age teams pro- 
vided kids with the 


COME TO THE IRON HORSE INN 
for all the latest soccer news over a 
friendly drink — or a fabulous meal 
in the Carriage Bistro. 


Fax: (02) 4947 2265 
Mobile: 019 452 025 


chance to still play soccer 
even if they didn’t want 
to progress to the senior 
soccer ranks, 

The relationship be- 
tween Senior and Junior 
clubs at South Cardiff is 
a strong one. The clubs 
Share the facilities at Jack 
Neave Oval. 

“The juniors play on 
Saturdays, and the sen- 
iors on Sunday,“ Mr 
Thompson said. 

“That means we have a 
full weekend of soccer at 
the oval, every weekend.“ 

Tony Moffitt 


By Derek Royal 


FEW people in Austra- 
lian soccer have experi- 
enced the thrill of playing 
at Real Madrid’s magnifi- 
cent Santiago Bemabeu 
Stadium. 

But Canterbury- 
Marrickville coach John 
Xipolitas has. 

Back in 1969 his Cyp- 
riot club side Olympiakos 


Nicosia met the Spanish - 


giants in the first round 

of the European Cup. 

In fact the 54 year-old 

Berries mentor takes 
| great pleasure in men- 
tioning the fact that the 
Real side contained a 
man he describes as the 
finest left-winger in the 
world - Spaniard Fran- 
cisco Gento. 

Xipolitas remembers he 
had to pinch himself 
when he walked into the 
Bemabeu cauldron be- 
fore 70,000 fans. 

“T said to myself, am I 
alive?” he told Inside 
Soccer. 

“Then I pinched myself 
and yes, we were playing 
against Real Madrid.” 

While Real Madrid was 
too strong for Olympia- 
kos, the Cypriot side put 
up a dogged fight against 

Yugoslav champions FK 


RRP: $9.95 
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Sports Grips are: 
Confortable 
Washable 
Re-usable 

Environmentally Friendly 

Proudly Australian made 


PRICE PER PACE: 
Sizes Children — adults 


HOW TO ORDER: : 
To place your order contact Paul Eldridge at Sports Grips on 02 9380 9594 or 0419 905 765. Alternatively simply fax us your 
order with your payment details. 
Full payment is required prior to delivery of stock, by either cash, cheque or credit card. 
Delivery is 7-14 days from receipt of order. A freight and handling charge applies to all orders under $500. 
Sports Grips prices are negotiable for orders over 500 units. Sports Grips can be ordered in a variety of different colours and 


Sarajevo in 1967, draw- 
ing 2-all at home, before 
succumbing to a 3-1 de- 
feat in Yugoslavia, 

Xipolitas also had the 
good fortune to share a 
special place in Cyprus 
football history in Febru- 
ary 1968. 

“I played for the Cy- 
prus national team and 
was a member of the 
team that had its first win 
against a European na- 
tion, Switzerland, whom 
we beat 2-1,” he remem- 
bers. 

“It was a big achieve- 
ment for a small country 
of 600,000 population.” 

Kipolitas played as a 
defensive midfielder for 


Name: John Xipolitas 


Age: 54 


and possessed an un- 
canny anticipation that he 
believes made him look 
faster than he actually 
was. 

“T wasn’t too fast in the 


Ciub: Canterbury-Marrickville 


Position: Coach 
Previous.Clubs; 


Player: Olympiakos Nicosia (Cyprus), 
Canterbury-Marrickville 

Coach: Canterbury Marrickville, Bel- 

moré Hercules, Marrickville Olympic, 
Sydney Olympic, Cyprus United 


his club but at interna- 
tional level he was pre- 
ferred as an attacking left 
fullback. 

As a player, Xipolitas 
read the game superbly 


SPORTS GRIPS 
BOOT & SOCK GARTERS 


ABOUT SPORTS GRIPS: 


Sports Grips are an Australian made product, manufactured from neoprene rubber and velcro gripping. Fitted firmly around the 
sporting boot/shoe Sports Grips prevents laces from moving and holds socks firmly up. Sports Grips also hold protective 
clothing firm to the body (e.g. shin guards). 


legs but I was very fast in 
the mind,” he said. 

“People were calling 
me fast but I wasn’t be- 
cause I was always fin- 
ishing last. 


From Real Madrid to 
Sydney: it’s all 
experience says John 


“I was reading the 
game and I was always 
there before theball ar- 
rived.” 

In 1969 Xipolitas jour- 
neyed to Sydney, where 
he linked up with his 
current club Canterbury- 
Marrickville. 

“T played one season, 
went back to Cyprus and 
returned with my family 
on Ist May 1970,” he 


Says. 

“I played for the club 
until 1974, then in ‘75 I 
started my. coaching ca- 
Teer.” 

Xipolitas had coaching 
stints at Belmore Hercu- 
les, Marrickville Olym- 
pic, Sydney Olympic and 
Cypms United and he’s 
now into his sixth season 
with the Berries. 


. 


SPORTS GRIPS 


His current squad looks 
strong and Xipolitas is 
convinced that his team 
has the potential to im- 
prove on last year’s 
fourth place showing. 

“We are one year more 
experienced and one 
more year together,” he 
says. 

“If we go by the logic 
of learning by mistakes, 
then we have to do better 
than last year.” 

If not, then Xipolitas 
and the club will look 
upon the campaign as a 
failure. 

Xipolitas concedes that 
he’s fortunate to have a 
team possessing plenty of 
skill, but he would like to 
see them get tougher. 

“We need to’ become 
more competitive be- 
cause without competi- 
tive spirit you don’t get 
anything,” he says. 

Too right. 

But in a team boasting 
the likes of Nikas, Bosev- 
ski, Mendes, Fedele, 
Palapanis, Talceski and 
Christofiordis, Xipolitas 
has the foundations of a 
first class side. 

And fortunately for 
those players, they have 
an experienced coach 
with an impressive track 
record to guide them. 


PO Box L70, South Maroubra, NSW 2038 


Tel/Fax: (02) 9314 3089. Mobile: (0419) 905 765 


Agno brings 
new talent to 
Wollongong 
Olympic 


ONCE again Wollongong 
Olympic will play its 
Illawarra Premier League 
matches at its South 
Brandon home ground. 

Chris Agno has been 
appointed head coach 
after the departure last 
season of former Wolves 
boss John Fleming. 

Peter Kotamindis took 
over the reigns in a care- 
taker capacity last season 
for a while and has now 
stepped back into an as- 
sistant's role along with 
Eric Thompson, the for- 
mer Dapto coach, who 
will coach the club‘s 
youth grade side. 

Agno has signed sev- 
eral new players includ- 
ing Steve Krishna 


(Lysaghts) and Anthony 


Guido (White Eagles). 

Guido was last season‘s 
Premier League top 
scorer and may yet prove 
to be the club‘s best ac- 
quisition although the 
busy Krishna is very un- 
der-rated in Illawarra 
football. 

Other signings include 
Bobby Brodie, Tony 
Donovan, goalkeeper 
Christian Preto (Fernhill) 
and Mark Borg while 
Kotaminidis, George An- 
tonio, Adam Grey, Norm 
Wicker and Julio 
Miranda are all retained 
from last season. 

Olympic will hold a 
pre-season launch at the 
Lagoon Restaurant on 
March 28. 

Stuart Bell 


AUSTRAL BRICK CUP 


NOW in it’s 10th year the Austral Brick 


Cup kicks off tomorrow night 
(Wednesday 24 February) at Ian 
McLennan Park, Kembla Grange. 

Six teams will contest the $2,000 prize 
money trophy over three successive 
weeks. First round ties are Fernhill v 
Dapto, South Coast United v Cringila 
Lions and Bulli v Port Kembla. 


In the past insulation tape was used to hold laces firmly to the sporting shoe. Although effective, tape was messy and when 
discarded also delivered an environmental problem with scores of tape littering our parks and sporting fields. 
Sports Grips are the answer. 


Vanis blasts 
referee after 
Preston loss 


VPL BIG MATCH REPORT with Bert van Bedaf 


IT WAS a home coming 
of sorts for Preston coach 
Vlado Vanis, but obvi- 
ously not the 2-1 loss to 
St Albans, but the refe- 
ree's actions spoiled the 
fun for him in last Friday 
night's match against St 
Albans in round 4 of 
VPL action, 

Vanis caned referee 
Dominic Barba  after- 
wards for what he 
claimed was a poor per- 
formance. 

Vanis, a former Mel- 
bourne Knights player in 
the national league, 
would have known every 
hole or bump on the Sun- 
shine Stadium pitch but 
not quite what was in 
store for him against the 
Saints, the team he 
coached last season to a 
league premiership and a 
losing Grand Final to 
Bulleen, which earned 
him Victorian coach of 
the year. 


Both teams had a 
player sent off. 

Preston's Sasko 
Slaveski went in the 58th 
minute for his second 
bookable offence (his 
first came in the 38th) 
and Saints captain Mick 
Colina trudged off in the 
88th, after copping his 
first yellow card early 
into the second half. 

The match was score- 
less at half time, but 
Harry Karl, the striker 


who spurned the Knights 
to retum to the Saints, 
found the net three min- 
utes into the second half 
at the second bite on the 
tum from a Branko Ba- 
cak pass. 

Preston was already 
with ten men when Tony 
Ujgunovski, on for Kam- 
erSimsek at half-time, 
levelled for the Lions in 
the 63rd minute, also 
with a shot on the tum 
from a free kick by Chris 
Emsovski. 

But it proved hard to 
keep Karl down, as Pre- 
ston stopper Sasa Ogne- 
novski discovered at cost 
after the Saints cleverly 
exploited the extra player 
by pushing youngster 
Ivan Razov up on the left 
flank. 

A former Knights youth 
player, Razov's forays 
proved lethal and his 
cross from an intercep- 
tion in the 79th minute 


enabled Karl to score the 
eventual winner with [1 
minutes left. 

Karl hit the far post in 
the 13th minute, but it 
was not as if Preston was 
without opportunities. 

Strikers Kosta Smirnis 
stranded on Saints keeper 
Marjan Vunderl after 21 
minutes and Warren 
Spink with only Vunderl 
to beat shot wide in the 
36th minute, 

Simsek found Vunderl 


in his path with a-minute 
left before the break. 

Released by Slaveski 
and in a one-on-one with 
Vunderl, Spink hit the 
post in the 51st minute, 
only seven minutes be- 
fore Slaveski departed, 
while Kon Sianidis hit 
the crossbar for St Albans 
with a long-range lob that 
could have been a specu- 
lative cross in the 66th 
minute during a chance- 
packed match. 

Whether it was frustra- 
tion over lost opportuni- 
ties or expert observa- 
tion, Preston coach 
Vlado Vanis hit out at 
teferee Dominic Barba 
after the match. 

"We had our chances,” 
said Vanis. 

“Warren Spink hit the 
post once and had a one- 
on-one with the goal 
keeper and I was thinking 
when is he going to 
Score, 

“At half-time I said to 
the boys: 'Let’s put in 
another 100 per cent be- 
cause I believe we are 
better team’, and I think 
we played the game bet- 
ter anyway. 

“In my eyes there were 
two penalties, when it 
was 2-1 for them (St Al- 
bans), but they weren't 
given to us. 

“Te never ever said 
something against refe- 
tees, but I don't think 


tonight's referee was 
good enough for this 
league. 

“This is not a whinge 
by me. 

“I am proud of my 
boys. 

“They lost the game, 
but they put in 100 per 
cent, 

“The St Albans boys 
worked hard and they 
beat us 2-1 and good luck 
to them for the rest of the 


season. 

“But, I'm telling you 
now, this referee was at 
his worst today." 

St Albans coach Steven 
Rastocic, who stepped 
into Vanis's considerable 
shoes this season from 
being assistant and youth 
coach at the Knights, did 
not mention Barba once, 
but praised his players, 
especially teenager Ra- 


Zov. 

"At first they (Preston) 
had the better of us,” said 
Rastocic, “but especially 
in the second half we 
proved we were the bet- 
ter team on the night. 

“Harry Karl doesn't 
have to prove anything to 
me, but young Ivan Ra- 
zov was an absolute su- 

to me. 

“He's 19-years-old, but 
he was all class. 

“He proved the differ- 
ence between the two 
teams. 

“T had him last year in 


Oceania open new 
Academy for youth 
in Auckland 


By Bnice Campbelt 
& Agency Sources 


FIFA president 
Biatter and former 
French soccer captain 
Michel Platini will open 
the Oceania Football 
Academy in Auckland on 
next Saturday. 

Blatter, who has cap- 
tured headlines recently 
with his advocacy of 
playing the World Cup 
every two years, will 
open the youth academy 
to be based at the Mt 
Smart complex in Pen- 


Sepp 


rose. 

The $§NZ1.2_ million 
academy is entirely 
FIFA-funded in a deal 
secured in 1997 
by Oceania Football Con- 
federation President 
Charlie Dempsey. 


FIFA has stated a de- 
sire to see soccer develop 
in the Oceania region. 

The best youth players 
from the Oceania area - 
New Zealand, Australia, 
Papua New Guinea, 
Solomon Islands, Cook 
Islands, Vanuatu, Fiji, 
Tonga, Samoa and Ta- 
hiti - will be selected to 
live and train at the facil- 
ity. The academy will 
also be used for seminars 
and courses for coaches, 
referees, administrators 
and sports medicine. 

Blatter and New Zea- 
land's Bill McGowan will 
unveil the logo and mas- 
cot for the under-17 
tournament to be played 
in New Zealand in No- 
vember. 


McGowan was recently 
named chief executive 


of the fournament's or- 
ganising group. 

However, it is difficult 
to see Australian players 
making over-use of the 
new facility given the 
amount of money spent 
on development at senior 
youth level in this coun- 


try. 

With the Australian 
Institute of Sport pro- 
gramme now backed up 
by State . Institutes 
throughout the country, 
as well as many club pro- 

Australia is 


lian quarters over the last 
few years. Many in the 
game will question the 
appointment of Auckland 
as the host venue for the 


Academy. It might be 
argued that it is no more 
than a NZ Academy. 

However, the facility 
will undoubtedly be a 
boost to the game and is 
one of only two signifi- 
cant achievements made 
by OFC in recent years, 
the other being Oceania’s 
entry into the Confedera- 
tions Cup. 

More discussion is also 
expected on the question 
of Oceania entry into the 
World Cup and the quali- 
fication path. 

FIFA will discuss the 
situation at its meeting in 
March with options being 
presented for Oceania's 
inclusion in South Amer- 
ica as well as Asia. 

Both proposals have 
the backing of the respec- 
tive confederations. 


the youth team at the 
Melbourne Knights and 
he went to the St Albans 
reserves, but I've had him 
playing for me this year 
and I couldn't ask for 
more from him. 

"The biggest problem I 
had taking over from 
Vlado was changing sys- 
tems, 


“Obviously Vlado's 
were good systems, but I 
am a different person and 
pre-season was a sham- 
bles trying to convince 
the players to turn over to 
me. 

“But finally they're 
starting to play more out 
wide, the way I .want 
them to play, and we're 
starting to ‘get results, 

“Our central midfield is 
not the fastest in the 
league, so I ask them to 
stay central and distribute 
the ball to our wide 
flanks. 

“We had both goals 
tonight coming through 
our flanks from quick 
balls though the middle, 


so that's what we want to 
do week in week out.” 

The Saints coach dis- 
agreed with abandoning 
the finals this season in 
favour of the team finish- 
ing first at the end of the 
home and away rounds 
winning the champion- 
ship. 


that,” he said. 

“Tt's an absolutely crazy 
decision. 

“The season could be 
over with six or seven 
weeks to go. 

“But we've got a job to 
do and there's no doubt 
we'll be finishing some- 
where in the top half." 

Rastocic's assurance at 
least will put St Albans 
fans' anxieties at rest that 
the Saints won't be avoid- 
ing being one of the four 
clubs relegating this sea- 


son. 
EARLIER in the week, 
completing round three, 
Bulleen edged out 
Springvale White Eagles 
2-1, losing sweeper John 


Warren Spink: back at VPL side Preston 


VICTORIAN BIG MATCH UPDATE: ROUND 4 


Waddell for handling the 
ball in the 67th minute. 

Tt was Bulleen's third 
sending off this season. 

Agim Sherifovski and 
Paul Della Rocca were 
ted-carded in earlier 
matches. 

Waddell's sending off 
came with the score al- 
ready in Bulleen's favour 
after Damian Everetts 
struck the opening goal 
in the 25th minute. 

Dejan Mlinar equalised 
for the Eagles in the 49th 
minute, but Bulleen's 
new striker Vlad Babic 
hit his first and the win- 
ning goal for his new 
club on the hour. 

Because of Waddell's 
ball handling, the Eagles 
also earned a penalty, but 
Sean Keogh, Bulleen's 
and Victoria's ‘keeper of 
the year, guessed right 
and blocked Zladko Mi- 
halovic's shot. 

On the same Monday 
night, South Dandenong 
beat Westvale 2-0 at 
Green Gully. 


WANTED 
ACE REPORTERS 


Would you like to join Inside Soccer’s 
team of writers? 
With the non-NSL season now upon us we 
have a need to expand our team to cover 
State Leagues, Juniors, Women’s and Indoor 


Soccer. 


In particular, Inside Soccer is looking for 
contributors based in Adelaide, Canberra, 
Wollongong and Perth. This could be your 

step into the world of soccer journalism. 
Don’t worry about lack of experience; you 
supply the enthusiasm and passion and we 
will do the rest. 


Inquiries to Bruce Campbell 
Tel: (02) 4285 7480 

Fax: (02) 4285 7481 

E-mail: insidezsoccer@hotmail.com 
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Carlton set to 
blood yours talent 


By David Amold 


CARLTON’S form fade- 
out this- season has led 
coach Eddie Kmcevic to 
question the ability of 
several senior players. 

Whilst coaches under 
pressure after a series of 
poor results are liable to 
say anything, it's the sec- 
ond time this season 
Krncevic has made the 
same comment and sev- 
eral youngsters will be 
given time to impress 
before the season is out. 

It would be a vindica- 
tion of the long-term 
policies set in motion by 
Carlton officials, where 
emphasis is given to 
youth policies. 

Marco Bresciano, 
Simon Colosimo and 
Vince Grella will attest to 
the success of Carlton in 
promoting and grooming 
younger players for the 
big time. 

Carlton released several 
youngsters a couple of 
months ago, but kept 
their promising defend- 
ers, Ivica Klarica ex- 
cepted, leading to specu- 
lation that several senior 
defenders will be shown 
the door at the end of the 
season when their initial 
two-year contracts expire. 

Those youngsters likely 
to be given their chances 
are: 


David Grbac, 17-years- 
old, 5 NSL appearances. 
A right midfielder/ 
defender of unlimited 
talent, highly rated by 
club officials, moving 
one to say: “if he doesn't 
make it then something is 
wrong”. 

Grbac, despite a slight 
frame and young age, is 
not especially fast, in- 
stead relying 6n uncanny 
positioning and a svelte 
touch. 

Throw in good drib- 
bling skills and a firm 
shot and we have a player 
seemingly destined for 
international recognition. 

The 2001 World Youth 
Cup should see him come 
into his own. 


David Della Rocca, 

21, 19 NSL appearances. 
Della Rocca, with the 
build of a boxer and nick- 
named after one (De La 
Hoya) remains the defen- 
sive bulwark of the youth 
team, patiently waiting 
for his chance. 

Strong in the tackle and 
with good positional 
sense in the air, he re- 
mains behind the pecking 
order of Carlton's numer- 
ous defensive players. 


Serdar Pir. 

19, 2 NSL appearances. 
A marker with speed to 
burn and of Colosimo- 


quality on the ball, his 
only obstacle to first team 
progress is Colosimo 
himself. 


Pir is not especially tall 
nor strong, relying on his 
speed to make up for any 


mistake and he prefers 


jockying opponents into 
comers. 

Although groomed as a 
central defender/marker, I 
feel his best position will 


VISIT THE 
CORRIMAL LEAGUES CLUB 

AT ANY TIME FOR A WORLD 
OF ENTERTAINMENT 


SPECIAL GUEST: 
Steven Spellmaster MASTER HYPNOTIST as seen on TV 


Friday 27 February 
ONLY $10 per ticket 
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be sweeper, where he 
reminds one of Simon 
Colosimo bringing the 
ball out of defence. 

Put bluntly, he is too 
good to waste at marker. 


Tony Ouliaris. 

17, 1 NSL appearance. 
Tony is a_ technical 
striker who has improved 
his goal scoring for the 
Carlton Academy side 


this year, resulting in a 
call-up to the seniors a 
few weeks ago. 

He is extremely versa- 
tile, having appeared in 
defence and on the flanks 
for the Academy over the 
last two years. 

With Carlton's shortage 
of strikers, he should 
make further appearances 
from the sub's bench this 
season. 


Second division 
no pipe dream 


By Bert van Bedaf 


PRESTON board mem- 
ber George Nestorovski 
had called for an urgent 
push to establish a Super 
League next season as a 
forerunner to a future 
second division national 
league. 

“We have to push for a 
Super League for the year 
2000 and for a second 
division national league,” 
said Nestorovski. 

“We're in a stalemate 
position with soccer in 
Victoria. 

“We need a growth 
path by re-introducing 
promotion and relegation 
to give clubs and soccer a 
future,” Nestorovski said. 

A Super League has 
been talked about for 
some time. 

Victorian Soccer Fed- 
eration chairman Joe 
Brondolino has been 
pushing for a joint league 
between elite clubs of the 
Victorian and New South 
Wales Premier Leagues 
for some time, to be ex- 
panded with other inter- 
state clubs to form a sec- 
ond national league ena- 
bling promotion and rele- 
gation between state 
leagues and national divi- 
sions, including the Er- 
icsson Cup. 

Soccer Australia chair- 
man Basil Scarcella said, 
in principle, he was. in 
favour of a second divi- 
sion national league and 


BOOK EARLY 


Bistro open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner 
Coffee Shop open daily till late 

Free entertainment with live bands on Friday and Saturday nights 

from 8pm. 

Try our wide range of the latest poker machines. 

TAB and Keno also available 
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a promotion and relega- 
tion system. 

"My view is the sport 
throughout the world 
thrives on competition at 
both ends, the top and the 
bottom end,” he said. 

“Top leagues around 
the world always have 
promotion and relegation. 

“We should have the 
same.” 

With the impending 
four-year elevation of 
Brondolino to the Soccer 
Australia board at the 
February 28 annual gen- 
era] meeting, the push for 
a second division na- 
tional league may be- 
come less of a pipedream 
and more of a reality in 
the near future. 


THE Victorian Soccer 
Federation has appointed 
Debbie Ward as market- 
ing and events manager. 

Ms Ward previously 
worked as sponsorship 
co-ordinator for the state 
government's anti- 
smoking Quit campaign. 

VSF chief executive 
Geoff Miles said he wel- 
comed Ms Ward to her 
new role. 


SOCCER Referees Vic- 
toria is looking for new 
whistleblowers. 

Anyone interested in 
becoming a referee in 
Victoria should call sec- 
retary Bill Brickell for 
course details on 03 9787 
7927 or 0412 282 513. 


NSW SUPER LEAGUE BIG MATCH UPDATE: ROUND 3 


Demons Cruise Home 


By Derek Royal 


Football’s a 
game. 

A team can play well 
for little or no reward, yet 
even on a bad day, any 
team can sample the 
sweet taste of victory. 

Blacktown played some 
brilliant football in last 
week’s loss to Macarthur. 

The Brian Brown 
coached side played with 
such panache and exuber- 
ance that they not only 
entertained the crowd but 
left a positive impression 
on themselves as title 
contenders. _ 

Despite the loss, the 
general consensus 
seemed to be: ‘if we can 
play like that all season, 
then we’re certainly in 
for a promising season’. 

But against the Suther- 
land Sharks a week later, 
the: Demons lacked the 
same intensity - yet 
somehow, they still man- 
aged to steal a 2-0 vic- 
tory. 

“It’s easy to make the 
mistake of thinking we 
should win particular 
games, but Sutherland 
will cause a few problems 
for teams this year,” said 
Brown. 

“They worked very 
hard, have some very 
good players and made it 
very hard for us.” 

Indeed. 

The superb play of the 
Sharks’ Levi Stephen 
troubled the Demons, 
while Malcolm Bideau, 
Jimmy Corbo and keeper 
Dennis Olla were all im- 
pressive in a beaten side. 

Brown was forced to 
reshuffle his lineup due 
to the unavailability of 
defender Steve Riches 
and goal-poacher Jason 
Bennett. 

Instead of the usual 
three-pronged attack, the 
Demons used Jon Ange- 
lucci and Stuart Cleary 
up front and the move 
paid off when Cleary 
opened the scoring with a 
header after 28 minutes. 


Strange 


Cleary then extended 
the lead in the 59th min- 
ute, toe poking the ball 
home through a school of 
Sharks defenders. 

Sutherland must dread 
facing Cleary for in two 
matches between the 
sides, the Demons’ num- 
ber nine has scored an 
incredible six goals. 

Coach Brown injected 


Josh Jackett into the 
game in the 65th minute 
and the youngster 
showed some class and 
was unlucky not to add to 
his team’s score. 

When asked what 
pleased him the most 
about the victory, Brown 
replied: “The three 
points. 

“T think I was probably 
happier last week when 
we lost - because of our 
performance. 

“But when you realise 
everybody judges you on 
whether you got the 
points or you didn’t, then 
T’ve got to be happy.” 

Meanwhile, Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles scored a 
convincing 4-1 victory 


” Richard Llloyd 


<I 


against Parramatta Eagles 
at the Serbian Centre - 
the side’s first win of the 
season. 

Coach John Turner was 
happy with the perform- 
ance of 18 year-old goal- 
keeper Sasha Bozic, who 
was making his first team 
debut, and said he was 
certain his team had 
turned the comer after 
struggling in the first two 
Tounds. 

The White Eagles led 
3-0 at the break following 
goals to Colin Luff and 
two to Javier Mancino, 
while Parramatta’s Grant 
Bard pulled one back 
early in the second half. 

Captain Paul 
Richardson scored the 
fourth. 

Coach Turner said he 
was pleased with his 
side’s mobility and new- 
found sense of urgency. 

Central Coast sprang a 
minor upset in holding 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
to a 2-all draw at Henson 
Park. 

Berries striker Jimmy 
Nikas opened the scor- 
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ing, but Coasties’ skipper 
Peter Preston equalised 
for a one-all halftime 
scoreline. 

Further goals to Nikas 
and Central Coast’s Na- 
than Bym completed the 
scoring. Berries coach 
John Xipolitas was 
pleased with his side’s 
performance but was 
disappointed that two on- 
field incidents didn’t lead 
to penalties. 

Xipolitas praised Terry 
Palapanis, Matthew 
Percy and Angelo 
Markopoulos and also 
acknowledged that the 
Coasties’ dynamic style 
was always a danger to 
his side. 

Macarthur Rams con- 
tinued their unbeaten run 
with a 3-2 victory against 
the Leichhardt Tigers at 
Lambert Park. 

Rams Coach Casey De 
Bruin said the score flat- 
tered the Tigers, who 
scored their second goal 
on the stroke of full-time. 

Richard Lloyd, Trevor 
Whidett and Adrian Mac- 
erola scored for the 
Rams, while Chris Lans- 
downe and Mite Talcev- 
ski struck for the Tigers. 

Tigers’ coach Amo 
Bertogna conceded that 
his side’s failure to capi- 
talise on opportunities 
probably cost them the 


game. Martin Bourke, 
David Reid and keeper 
John Crawley shone for 
the Rams, while Berto- 
gna praised Lansdowne, 
Jeremy Pettenon and 
Anthony Tesoro. 

Bankstown City Lions 
exorcised the demons of 
last week’s humiliating 
defeat to Canterbury- 
Marrickville by beating 
Fairfield Bulls 3-1 at 
Jensen Park. 

In a game of two 
halves, the Bulls led 1-0 
at the break following a 
strike by fullback Martin 
Driene. But Bankstown 
equalised through Méi- 
chael Hawrysuik, before 
Robert Issa and Zoki 
Adioski sealed the game 
for the home side. 

Lions’ coach Sakib 
Lovic praised his side, 
especially young Kiro 
Grozdanovski, who kept 
Bulis’. sharpshooter 
Mathew Borg quiet, 
Hawrysuik and Mendo 
Lozevski. 

In a dull affair at 
Wentworth Park, Ryde 
City and Eastern Subrubs 
fought a 2-all draw. 

Easts dominated the 
first three quarters of the 
match, with defender 
Peter. Pullicino grabbing 
two goals-for a 2-nil lead. 

But former Socceroo 
Scott Ollerenshaw de- 
stroyed Easts’ hopes with 
two late goals from close 

ec. 

Ryde coach Les Dece- 
lis said his side was 
dreadful but he’s confi- 
dent that once he gets 
some respite with inju- 
ries, his side will show 
some improvement. 


oo 


By Derek Royal 


OUT at the Serbian Cen- 
tre in Sydney’s south 
western suburbs, the lo- 
cals consider Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles coach John 
Turner an honorary Serb. 

“They cali me Sir John 
because I’ve been around 
the place for so long that 
they think I deserve a 
knighthood,” quipped the 
affable coach. 

“As a matter of fact, 
they call me Turnervic.” 

The story goes that in 
the past 18 years, the 
club has had no less than 
22 coaches. 

And after Turner’s pre- 
miership favourites 
crashed to a humbling 5- 
2 defeat to crosstown 
rivals Bankstown City 
Lions in the opening 
round of this year’s Su- 
per League, the sound of 
sharpening knives could 
be heard from Bonnyrigg 
to Bankstown. 

“Who knows - I might 
be the next to go,” said 
Tumer. 

“But it’s not a matter of 
push the panic button for 
Bonnyrigg. 

“If I did that I wouldn’t 
have survived for so 
long. 

“It’s a matter of getting 
back to basics.” 

Indeed. 

It’s rare for Bonnyrigg 
to lose two straight 
games and Turmer’s con- 
fidence proved well- 
founded as his side has 


SIR JOHN'S 
EAGLES SET 
TO SOAR 
AGAIN 


followed opening round 
defeat with a draw at 
newly-promoted Fairfield 
Bulls and a superb vic- 
tory against Parramatta 
Eagles. 

“Look, everyone 
wanted us and I’m of the 
understanding that Bank- 
stown was thrilled to be 
playing us first up,” he 
said. 

“Because of the ethnic 
thing between the Serbs 
(White Eagles) and the 
Macedonians 
(Bankstown) and the fact 
that we won the champi- 
onship last year, they 
were pumped up big 
time. 

“Our guys were not. 

“They read the press 
reports and they believed 
what everyone was say- 
ing about them.” 

Turner added that 
against Fairfield, his side 
had close to fifteen cor- 
ners in the last quarter of 
an hour, such was their 
territorial dominance in a 
goal-less second half. 

But Tumer did 
that his side’s attitude has 
proved costly in the past. 

For instance, last year 
the White Eagles’ thir- 
teen game winning streak 
was ended by Ryde City - 
a team that hadn’t won a 
game all season. 

Then by the end of the 
year, they’d been held to 
draws by the struggling 
Central Coast and Suther- 
land Sharks. 

But the biggest hu- 


= 


miliation came at the 
hands of the relegated St 
George. 

“They didn’t just beat 
us, they beat us 5-1,” 
says Turner. 

“Yet no-one in the top 
five could roll with us.” 

Except of course, 
Blacktown City Demons 
in the most important 
match of the season - the 
Grand Final. 

“Complacency is a 
problem. 

“Before the game 
against Bankstown some 
of our guys were reading 
the Super Soccer maga- 
zine and some of them 
said they didn’t know 
who the Bankstown guys 
were. 

“Now they do.” 

However, if there’s one 
consolation to Bonny- 
Tigg, it’s the fact that los- 
ing so early in the season 


has served as wake-up 
call, offering the side 
plenty of time to rectify a 
State of mind that could 
'prove more dangerous as 
the season progresses. 

As Bankstown has 
since discovered, one 
victory doesn’t make a 
season, nor does one de- 
feat extinguish the flame 
of hope. 

But for Sir John 
Tumervic, he’d like to 
think his gifted team has 
learnt a valuable lesson 
in humility, and he ex- 
pects his White Eagles to 
once again soar to the 
lofty heights they experi- 
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WIG Shadi A 


THE host United 
States will kick off the 
third Women's World 
Cup soccer tournament 
against Denmark at Gi- 
ants Stadium in East 
Rutherford, New Jersey, 
on June 19. 

The Americans, who 
captured the first Olym- 
pic women's gold 
medal in soccer three 
years ago, will also play 
Nigeria and North Korea 
in their other Group A 
opening-round games of 
the 16-team champion- 
ship. 

The United States will 
‘meet Nigeria in Chicago 
on June 24 and then 
North Korea in Foxboro, 
Mass. on June 27, which 
will be first-time encoun- 
ters for the Americans. 

"You could call this the 
unknown group, because 
we really don't know Ko- 
Tea or Nigeria very well,” 
U.S. coach Tony DiCicco 
said. 

“Denmark has been a 
strong physical opponent 
for us in the past and will 
be a good test for us in 


the opener.” 
Defending champion 
Norway, one of four 


seeded countries, heads 
Group C, which includes 
Japan, Canada and Rus- 
sia. 

"It could have been 


Women’s 
World Cup 


Group D: China, Ghana, 


Australia, Sweden. 


worse," Norway coach 
Per Hogme said. 

"The big question was 
not to draw Brazil, which 
we are happy to have 
avoided. 

“The group with Brazil 


looks very difficult.” 

"I'm very happy,” Nor- 
way captain and defender 
Linda Medalen said. 

"These are teams we 
think we can beat. 

“We're thinking of 
Sydney next year." 


The top eight teams 
from the World Cup will 
qualify for the 
2000 Sydney Olympics. 

A fierce battle looms in 
Group B comprised of 
seeded Germany, Brazil, 
Italy and Mexico. 

"Very ouch,” Mexican 
midfielder Laurie Hili 
said. 

"It is going to be a very 
tough group. 

“They are challenging 
us with this draw, but we 
are up to the challenge." 

Group D includes top- 
seeded China, the Olym- 
pic silver medalists, Aus- 
tralia, Ghana and Swe- 
den. 

The Women's World 


Cup will be played at 
seven venues this 
summer, Foxboro, Mass., 
Chicago, Pasadena, 
Calif., Portland, 
Ore., San Jose, Calif., 
Washington, D.C. and 
East Rutherford. 

All first-round and 
quarter-final matches are 
double-headers, wiih the 
championship game 
scheduled for the 
Rose Bowl in Pasadena 
on July 10, which was 
the site of the 1994 
World Cup final. 

The draw was held at 
halftime of the first 
women's world 
all-star game as the all- 
stars overcame a 1-0 
halftime deficit to record 
a 2-1 win. 

Canadian forward 
Charmaine Hooper 
scored twice within a 
six-minute span, in the 
55th and 61st minutes. 

U.S. international mid- 
fielder Michelle Akers 
fractured a bone below 
her left eye during a col- 
lision with Medalen 
while going for a high 
comer kick in the first 
half. 


Women's World Cup schedule 
Group A: United States, North Korea, Nigeria, Den- 
mark 


Group B: Germany, Brazil, Mexico, Italy 
Group C: Canada, Japan, Russia, Norway 
Group D: China, Australia, Ghana, Sweden. 
First Round 

Saturday, June 19 

United States vs. Denmark, East Rutherford 
Brazil vs. Mexico, East Rutherford 

China vs. Sweden, San Jose 

Japan vs. Canada, San Jose 

Sunday, June 20 

Australia vs. Ghana, Foxboro 

Norway vs. Russia, Foxboro 

Germany ys. Italy, Pasadena 


North Korea vs. Nigeria, Pasadena 


Wednesday, June 23 


Norway vs. Canada, Washington, D.C. 
Australia vs. Sweden, Washington, D.C. 


Japan vs. Russia, Portland 
China vs. Ghana, Portland 


Thursday, June 24 
Brazil vs. Italy, Chicago 


United States vs. Nigeria, Chicago 
North Korea vs. Denmark, Portland 
Germany vs. Mexico, Portland 


Saturday, June 26 


Canada vs. Russia, East Rutherford 
China vs. Australia, East Rutherford 


Ghana vs. Sweden, Chicago 
Norway vs. Japan, Chicago 


Sunday, June 27 


Germany vs. Brazil, Washington, D.C. 
Nigeria vs. Denmark, Washington, D.C. 


Mexico vs, Italy, Foxboro 


United States vs. North Korea, Foxboro 


Quarter-finals 
Wednesday, June 30 


Group D 1st vs. Group C 2nd, San Jose 
Group C Ist vs. Group D 2nd, San Jose 


Thursday, July 1 


Group A ist vs. Group B 2nd, Washington, D.C. 
Group B Ist vs. Group A 2nd, Washington, D.C. 


Semifinals 
Sunday, July 4 


Washington, D.C. quarter-final winners, San Jose, 
San Jose quarter-final winners, Foxboro 


Third-place 


Saturday, July 10, Pasadena 


Championship game 


Saturday, July 10 Pasadena 


Chinese New Year 
forebodes Lions 
opening season win 


By Howard Warren 


THERE were ominous 
sign before the 
commencement of the 
Rochedale v Lions game 
when a small troupe 
celebrated the Chinese 
New Year with a lion 
dance, 

Did this mean the 
prelude to a Lions win or 
simple pre-match 
entertainment? 

The crowd were left in 
no doubt at the 
conclusion of the game 
which witnessed Rovers 
falling short of the 
Standard required to win 
the premiership. 

Rovers fielded largely 
the same side as last 
years runners up with the 
addition of Nick Alidenes 
signed from the NSW 
State League. 

There was continuing 
evidence that Rovers are 
short of at least two/three 
quality players and it 
should be of concern that 
Kieran Cooper, who 
missed last season duc to 
retirement, still looked 
very capable of holding a 
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place in the Rovers side. 

Lions looked creative 
and will certainly be one 
of the teams to beat. 

The biggest problem on 
Saturday night’s showing 
was lack of punch up 
front where Wade 
Cannon and Greg Di 
Losa both finished the 
game on the bench. 

Neither player looked 
particularly effective with 
Lions main goal scoring 
threat coming from their 
mid-field. 

Rovers first attempt on 
goal came in the tenth 
minute from their 
stalwart Kieran Cooper 
whose tum caught the 
Lion’s defence wrong 
footed only to see the ball 
go wide of the near post. 

Until this incident 
Lions had gained a 
distinct edge looking 
more threatening in their 
build up. 

However, the nearest 
they came te scoring 
came a couple of minutes 
after Cooper’s miss when 
Rochedale defender 
Michael Lane came close 
to scoring an own goal by 


slicing a clearance across 
the face of the goal for a 
comer. 

The game moved into a 
predictable pattern with 
the Lions looking more 
constructive in the build- 
up but promising little 
through Cannon and Di 
Losa. 

Rovers in contrast too 
often lacked ithe 
sophistication of a 
measured build up 
preferring to circum- 
navigate the floodlights 
with some hasty 
clearances. 

In this respect Ross 
Davidson had not fost his 
‘touch’. 

In the twentieth minute 
a dangerous cross from 
Evans fel! invitingly for 
Rovers new signing Nick 
Alidenes who headed 
weakly wide of the target. 

This was quickly 
followed by a dangerous 
cross from Lion’s Steve 
Jackson, which was met 
by the head of Frank 
Mengotti who sent the 
ball looping goal wards 
for Graham Ross to save 
relatively easily. 


Moments later witness 
the first of five yellow 
cards to Lions players 
when Cannon was 
involved in an innocuous 
tussle with Evans only to 
receiving a booking from 
a very inconsistent Mr 
Eldridge. 

The first half 
concluded with Darren 
Hillier having a good 
opportunity to score but 
shot high over the cross 
bar. 

The Lions bore the 
brunt of Mr Eldridge’s 
inconsistency which led 
to the booking of Darren 
Hillier for kicking the 


ball away after conceding 
a free kick. 
Peter Bannon, the 


Rovers coach, made a 
change at half time by 
leaving Evans in the 
dressing room, dropping 
Clayton Koch back to 
mid-field and brought on 
Matt Olley, their goal 
scoring sensation of the 
latter half of last season. 

This move worked like 
a charm when for the 
second time in the match 
Rob Farrow, the Lions 


goalkeeper, dropped the 
ball on the edge of the 
penalty area for Olley to 
sweep the ball into the 
net, 

One substitute and a 
goal in the second minute 
of the second half. 

Rover’s goal proved to 
be their downfall. 

The impact was more 
effective on Lions than 
any dressing-room talk at 
half time. 

Within two minutes 
they had won a comer 
which was played short 
and the ball was 
eventually worked across 
to Greg Di Losa who 
took everyone by surprise 
as he proceeded to 
hammer the ball past 
Graham Ross in the 
Rover’s goal. 

Rovers in return 
immediately took the 
game to Lions and a 
headed knock-down by 
Cooper to Koch resulted 
in Koch hitting the turf 
but Rover’s claim for a 
penalty was disallowed. 

Ten minutes into the 
half Lions created well 
on the - left only for 


Belconnen stand-out Jason Dunn 
Bells kick off away 


ACTSF Champion Belconnen United kicks off its 
1999 campaign on April 11 with a match against 
Capital City Suns at O'Connor Oval, while Juventus 
and Monaro meet at Jamison. 

The other opening-day matches are: Queanbeyan 
City v University of Canberra, Bums Club v Olym- 
pic, Weston Creek v Deakin. 


Inside Soccer’s TRIVIA MOMENTS 
Sponsored by SOCCERLINE 


WHO won the first ever National 
Soccer League title in 1977? 
ANSWER: see Ram Scoreboard, 


p30. 


Mengotti to hit over the 
bar when well placed. 
Four minutes later Di 
Losa shot wide instead of 
passing to the unmarked 
Hillier who was waiting 
for a simple side foot.into 
goal. 
In the sixty fifth minute 
Cooper showed that he 
had not lost any of his 


positional sense by 
heading against the bar 
from a free kick. 


Two minutes later he 
again got involved in a 
fifty/fifty challenge for 
the ball which resulted in 
Jeff Lombardo finding 
himself the third Lions 
player in the referee’s 
book. 


The resulting free kick 
found Cooper on the far 
post who failed to make a 
clean contact with the 
ball and only managed to 
push it across the face of 
the goal. 

In the twenty seventh 
minute Koch was in full 
flight toward the Lions 
goal when he was 
cynically tripped by 
Jackson, yellow card 
number four and the first 
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that was deserved. 

This incident was 
followed by another 
booking for Lions when 
Steven Starr pushed 
David Pilic in the back. 

With ten minutes 
remaining coach Miron 
Bleiberg decided to 
substitute Mengotti for 
Craig Rogers. 

The following minute 
Hillier threatened the 
Rovers goal with a 
dangerous shot that was 
well saved by Ross. 

Moment’s later Cannon 
came close to scoring 
when he slipped his 
defender and shot 
narrowly wide. 

Rovers then retaliated 
with Gary Brattan 
shooting straight at 
Farrow in the Lions goal. 
Five minutes from the 
end Cannon made a 
powerful run into the 
Rovers box, half hit a 
shot which was parried 
by Ross only for the ball 
to roll to Rogers who 
gleefully side footed the 
ball home. 

Cannon was then 
promptly substituted and 
replaced by Robert Laslo. 
Laslo was quickly into 
the fray with a dangerous 
tun into the penalty area, 
which resulted in him 
being brought down. 
Lions final booking 
was Ben Aikins for 
dissent. 

In the last minute 
Adam Leflay replaced 
Greg Di Losa. 


National Youth League 
(Southern Division) 
South v Albury 

South Melbourne made 
and missed a barrowload 
of chances in its two-nil 
win over Albury Wo- 
donga, yet despite being 
penned in its own half for 
most of the game, it was 
the country team which 
probably had the two 
most clear cut opportuni- 
ties of the game. 

Just to confuse matters 
the Blues strikers came 
out wearing each other's 
tops, but it was Andrew 
Mashoian who~got the 
break through after 15 
minutes. 

John Tambouris took 
the Albury defence with 
him as Mashoian slid the 
ball under keeper Sam 
Chambers. Chambers had 
an exceptional game, 
making a series of point- 
blank stops and deflec- 
tions. 

Robert Tudor should 
have equalised in 42 min- 
utes, when he slid the 
ball wide of Chris Jones’ 
post from a through ball 
by Javier Martinez. 

Four minutes after the 
break Jones had to touch 
over a blast from Robert 
Tudor again. 

Just short of the hour 


NATIONAL YOUTH 


LEAGUE ROUND-UP 


With Roy Hay 


mark, Mustafa Mustafa 
whipped over a cross and 
Erhan Bayraktar finished 
it off to give Souths a 
two-nil cushion. 

Late in the game two 
players were sent off but 
neither side could score 
thereafter. 


Knights v VIS 

Melbourne Knights and 
the VIS played out a clas- 
sic at Grange Reserve 
which finished with the 
Knights on top by the 
odd goal in five. 

Damon Collina opened 
for the Knights after three 
minutes, then Michael 
Bosevski made it two, 
only for Angelo Motsio- 
poulos to pull a goal back 
in 34. 

Scott McDonald scored 
the equaliser for the VIS 
on the hour mark, but 
Hrvoje Matkovic restored 
the Knights’ advantage 
four minutes later. 

The VIS had its chance 
to draw level again but a 
missed penalty in 83 min- 
utes condemned it to de- 
feat, but the game left the 
fans happy. 

This was a Round One, 
catch-up game. 

Carlton v Falcons 
Carlton recorded ‘a two- 
one away win at Mobil 


Stadium over the 
Gippsland Falcons. 

Alex Josifovski gave 
the Blues a flying start in 
9 minutes, but Tony 
Pardo equalised on the 
stroke of half-time. 


Deniz Ekicic replied 
four minutes later for 
Carlton which had con- 
trol from then on. 

Bulleen v VIS 

The match between Bul- 
leen and the VIS from 
Round 20 will be rear- 
ranged. 


(Northern Division) 

AIS V Wolves 

There were three catch- 
up games played this 
week. 


On Tuesday the Austra- 
lian Institute of Sport 
beat Wollongong Wolves 
three-one in the last 
match left over from 
Round One. 

Elias Dimourtzidis con- 
tinued his rich scoring 
form with two goals and 
Joshua Kennedy got the 
other. 


Chad Bishop's penalty 
was the Wolves only re- 
ply. 

Breakers v NSWIS 

Also on Tuesday, the 
Newcastle Breakers beat 
New South Wales Insti- 
tute of Sport three-nil. 


Paul Wheeler got a dou- 
ble, and Saoud Umlil the 
third, in what was a 
Round 11 catch-up game. 
Wolves v ACTAS 

Then on Saturday it was 
the turn of Wollongong 
Wolves Colts and the 
ACT Academy of Sport 
to play an exciting three- 
all draw at Brandon Park 
in a match postponed 
from Round 16. 

Tanayatis Tzolikidis, 
Saso Popovski and Na- 
than Broad were the 
scorers for the Colts, 
while Matthew Julienne, 
Goran Veljanovski, and 
Daniel Raad scored for 
ACTAS with the result in 
doubt to the very end. 
AIS v QAS 
In Round 20, the AIS 
had a four-nil win over 
the Queensland Acad- 
emy. 

Defenders scored the 
first two goals; in the 
shape of Ljubo Milicevic 
and Johnny Cvetanovski. 

Then Kevo Gulesserian 
and Elias Dimourtzidis 
got in on the act. 

Daniel Vasilevski and 
Wayne Shroj caught the 
eye for the AIS. 

Breakers v Spirit 
Newcastle Breakers beat 
Northern Spirit Colts by 
four goals to one. 


City take Charity Shield 


QSF Charity Shield, Perry Park, Saturday, 13th February 
Brisbane City 3 Brisbane Lions 1 


By Tony Moran 


Encounters between these 
two former NSL rivals 
are always contests of the 
best things about 
football. They're always 
special occasions, and 
with their respective 
pedigrees, the two clubs 
know that there is always 
more than pride at stake. 

City, the 1998 League 
Premiers (by a clear ten 
points) and Lions (who 
came from third to win 
the Championship) 
couldn't have put on a 
better display if they had 
tried harder. 

The game threw up a 
number of surprises - not 
least a number of rule 
changes on trial to give 
us something different. 

Instead of a yellow 
card, there would be a 
“blue card” - a ten minute 
sin-bin stint for the 
offender. Should the 
game go to extra-time 
and still not yield a goal, 
there would be a 50- 
yard - 12 second shoot- 
out. 

This was going to be an 
interesting evening, 

Lions had lost a 
number of players after 
last season’s triumph, 
most notably Steve 
Jackson, who had finally 
decided to hang up the 
boots. 

Also gone were Mark 
Geritz, Paul Worroll and 


David Lonsdale. 

But the new crop of 
youngsters would be 
complemented by ex- 
Brisbane Striker Vedran 
Becirbegovic, who has 
returned to Queensland 
after a speil in Belgium, 
and Wade Cannon who 
has returned to the club 
after a loan spell with 
Wynnum. 

For City 'keeper Daniel 
Duke is still on duty with 
the Strikers, Chris Slater 
and Warren Cooley were 
also not-present, but the 
return of Royce Brownlie 
and new signing Nathan 
Carloss were enough to 
give the impression that 


City would not be 
weakened by those 
losses. 


But Lions hadn't read 
the script, and a superb 
free-kick by captain 
Darren Hillier on the 
edge of the box after five 
minutes, brought the 
Lions. faithful to their 
feet. 

As the first half 
progressed -Lions 
continued to harass their 
more-composed 
opponents. 

City’s attempts to build 
from the back were 
constantly thwarted as 
the final ball went astray 
or was intercepted by a 
Lions defence well- 
organised by Frank 
Mengotti. 

The game deteriorated 


into a struggle for the 
midfield, and both teams 
were reduced to ten men 
during different stages of 
this intense struggle - 
Darren Sime for Lions, 
and Mark Battistin for 
City. 

Although not a dirty 
match, it was very 
physical, and there was 
definitely no charity 
being given in some of 
the tackles. 

Lions had a second 
goal disallowed when 
Mengotti’s free-kick was 
disallowed after he'd 
taken . it before the 
whistle, and both teams 
were glad to hear the 
half-time whistle. 

The second half livened 
up. City were obviously 
out to erase the deficit, 
whilst Lions ~ were 
looking for a second. 

Wade Cannon received 
a "blue", and City began 
to apply the pressure. 

Battistin controlled a 
flick-on at the front post, 
but his swivel turn and 
shot hit the advertising 
boards. Minutes _ later 
Shane Haddow’s looping 
shot hit the bar with 


Robbie Farrow beaten in 
the Lions goal. 

On the hour a simple 
free-kick by Elliot was 
fumbled by Farrow, and 
Brownlie bundled the 
ball over the line as he 
followed up. 

Lions' heads visibly 
dropped at that stage, but 
minutes later striker Greg 
DiLosa picked up the 
ball well inside his own 
half and beat three 
defenders on a weaving 
run towards the City 
goal. 

Forced wide his cross 
was met by Robbie Laslo 
who would have thought 
that he had scored as he 
sent substitute 
goalkeeper Appledyne 
the wrong way. 

However the ‘keeper 
stuck out a leg, and the 
ball was deflected for a 
comer. 

From then on it was all 
City, and after 85 
minutes Haddow made it 
2-1, and Lions knew that 
the game was up. 

In injury time Damian 
Waugh scored from a 
flick-on corner, and the 
game was safe. 


City: Tarraborelli, Strange, Elliot, Voss, Tuck, 


Haddow, 


Waugh, Jenkins, Carlos, Battistin, 


Brownlie. (Subs: Geminelli, Cootes, Appledyne, 


Dessi - all used) 


Lions: Farrow, Alcan, Sime, Starr, Mengotti, Hillier, 


Becirbegovic, Watson, 


Farinazzo(G), 


DiLosa, 


Cannon (Subs: Laslo, Lombardo, Rogers, Farinazzo 


(L) - all used) 


—————————————————————————— 


Tony Bauer, Paul 
Wheeler, Josh Maguire 
and Peter Juchniewicz 
did the damage for the 
Breakers. 

Sydney United v Colts 
Sydney United Youth 
had a four-nil win over 
its Colts side. 

Greg Collins got a dou- 
ble, and Daniel Ku- 
kucka's goal was his four- 
teenth of the season. Jo- 
sip Moric scored the 
fourth. 

Marconi 

On Sunday, Marconi 
Fairfield Colts drew 
three-all, but no details 
were available at time of 


writing, 
Marconi v Olympic 
Marconi Fairfield beat 
Sydney Olympic Acad- 
emy - nine-nil ° at 
Wentworth Park, with 
hat-tricks for Luke To- 
mich and Joe Bruni being 
the highlights. 

Michael Beauchamp, 
Mark Hagger and and 
own goal made up the 
total. 

NSWIS v Spirit 

New South Wales Insti- 
tute of Sport beat North- 
em Spirit by three goals 
to nil, starting with a 
Simon Catanzaro effort 
following a2 goalmouth 


scramble in eight min- 
utes. 

It was not till 82 min- 
utes that the NSWIS 
scored its second when 
Nauhel Arrarte con- 
verted. 

The Institute had Mark 
Bymes sent off, but sub- 
stitute Anthony Dou- 
manis made it three in 87 
minutes. 

In a tight game keeper 
Matthew Nash was out- 
standing once again for 
the Institute, while the 
Spirit's youth team pays 
the penalty for so many 
of its regulars being 
called up for senior duty. 


casualty 


ALTONA's Chris Taylor was one of two 
VPL coaches to resign last week. 

Sunshine's Anthony Cassar also called 
it quits. 

Georgies spokesman Vic Brincat said 
the club and coach parted amicably. 

They could not agree in the direction 
of the team this season. 

Cassar wanted to use young talent and 
build for the future. 

But results were poor and with four 
clubs relegating this season, panick set 
in early. 

"This is a real cut throat season and 


Cassar is first Vic | 


survival is our prime objective,” Brin- 
cat said. 

“Cassar's and the club's aims were 
different. 

“He played a lot of young kids, but at 
the same time we need to survive. 

“We also need experienced players to 
Stay in the league." 

Cassar was unsure whether he would 
continue playing. 

Meanwhile, long-time injured stopper 
John Kanasoulis is taking over in a 
player-caretaker coach, 


Jessica slams 


five: 


Pirates and 
Eclipse into 
Grand Final 


By Ted Simmons 
and Janene Mar 


SOUTH Australia Pirates bounced into 
their third consecutive WNL summer 
series Grand Final with a 2-1 overtime 
win against Northern NSW in Adelaide 
on Sunday. 

The- South Australians moved into 
the Grand Final against Canberra 
Eclipse after the match between 
Queensland and reigning premier New 
South Wales ended in a 1-1 draw. 

Canberra had cemented first place 
last week and NSW needed maximum 
points on Sunday to reach the final. 

South Australia had to survive enor- 
mous pressure to win after Alison For- 
man opened the score for Northern 
NSW in the 27th minute and Louisa 
Bisby tied the match 1! minutes later. 

With six minutes remaining, South 
Australian Anna Ruotolo suffered a 
suspected neck injury and the referee 
wanted to end the game with the score 
1-1 but decided to resume play after a 
20 minutes break. 

Sharon Black scored the winner for 
the South Australians with three min- 
utes left of extra time and the team then 
had to wait another ten minutes before 
the final result from Brisbane won 


them a place in the final. 

In Sunday’s other match, Alicia 
Ferguson gave Queensland a great start 
with a 7th minute goal and the team then 
defied NSW efforts to hold the lead go- 
ing into the second half. 

However, Joanne Peters converted a 
free kick in the 60th minute for the 
equaliser and striker Julie Murray almost 
snatched the winner for the premiers but 
her shot hit the upright and bounced 
away. 

Earlier in the weekend round, South 
Australian striker Jessica Halfpenny cre- 
ated a league record when she scored all 
five goals in the team's 5-0 win over 
Northern NSW. 

Halfpenny scored three of her goals in 
the first half and then added another 
brace in the second. 

The first was a well-placed fifth minute 
strike after receiving a brilliant ball from | 
midfield. 

Halfpenny’s second came after NNSW 
were caught pushing forward in search 
of the equaliser. 

Canberra finished the season on 30 
points, two ahead of South Australia | 
with another point to third placed NSW. 

The Grand Final will be played at Can- 
berra’s Ainslie Football (Australian 
Rules) Club on Sunday 28 February. 
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Fighting 
ie it 


By Alan Clark 


THE final score was’ 
closer than the difference 
between the sides, as 
Northem Spirit seemed 
always to be able to shift 
- into another gear when- 
ever threatened, at one 
point opening up a two 
goal lead before Ice Kut- 
lesovski brought the 
game back to within 
Knights' grasp with a 
goal nine minutes from 
time. 

Spirit had squandered a 
penalty on the way - 
Robbie Slater’s 52nd mi- 
nute effort was blocked 
by the hard-working Joe 
Didulica after Ivan Jolic 
had fouled Matthew 


Langdon in the area. 

Two encroaching 
Knights players were not 
noticed by referee Louis 
Prospero, and the ball 
was swept clear. 

The game was balanced 
at that time - Daniel Wat- 
kins' 34th minute strike 
from close-in converted a 
driven cross from the 
impressive Langdon for 
the Spirit opener which 
was often earlier threat- 
ened. 

But eight minutes later, 
Knights had battered 
back into the contest with 
a well-taken shot after a 
storming run through the 
middle by Ante Kovace- 
vic. 

Before the game had re- 


hts 
own 


started, Knights’ sweeper, 


and principal marker of 


Slater, had found his 
name in Prospero's book 
presumably for exchang- 
ing an opinion thought 
unnecessary by the offi- 
cial. 


break with 

perhaps recalling 
Knights' 3-] win over 
Adelaide City here the 
previous Sunday. 

The game had been 
switched to the time un- 
familiar to the Kaights 
Stadium faithful because 
of an anomaly in the fix- 
tures which had all three 
Melbourne clubs playing 
home games that round. 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 2 (Kovacevic. Kutlesovski) 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 3 (Watkins, Arnold, Slater) 
Venue: Kngihts Stadium 

Man of the Match: Joe Didulica MELK 


Night football is more 
the preserve of Spirit, 
and that may have pro- 
vided the second-half 
edge. 
And it wasn't long in 
coming. 

Within a minute of the 


Jolic, later to give away 
the penalty, had managed 
to get his head to a free- 
kick taken by Slater wide 
on the left, only to find it 
skidding handily — for 
Spirit player-coach Gra- 
ham Amold, who tucked 
his header into the now 

net. 

What then seemed 
likely was that Spirit's 
unrelenting pressure and 
the presumed extra fit- 
ness their full-time foot- 
ballers could bring to 
bear on the contest would 
overpower the home side. 

Slater had harassed the 


Knights’ back four into 
conceding possession 
while inter-passing and 
homed-in on Didulica. 

Slater's thunderbolt was 
gathered at the second 
attempt by the Knights’ 
tall Olyroo keeper. 

Then came the penalty 
which Didulica again 
blocked, and shortly after 
Clayton Zane’s introduc- 
tion from the bench on 
the hour, Didulica was 
again in scrambling ac- 
tion. 

What was surprising 
about the third goal was 
that it took so long. 

But it inevitably did 78 
minutes in when Slater 
coolly scored with his 
head after a perfectly 
flighted Luke Casserly 
cross from the right. 

Zane had begun the 


move with a powerful run 


splitting the Knights' de- 


fence, before playing a 
ball back enabling its 
progress to Casserly. 

Nine minutes before 
time, Ice Kutlesovski 
gave the Knights’ fans 
some slim hope of joy 
with a well struck shot 
from the edge of the area. 
but by then Knights had 
run themselves to a 
standstill. 

Matthew Bingley made 
a serviceable debut for 
Spirit without setting the 
game alight. 

Amold said: "Bingley 
today just did a job. 

“He'll benefit a lot from 
the nun today. 

“That was far from the 
best he can do. 

“One thing we don't 
have in our team is a 
midfielder who can run 


“I think Matthew can 
do that for us. 


and Langdon that they 
were going to be in for a 


Knights’ coach Josip 
Biskic was disappointed 
at the loss but happy with 
the fighting abilities of 
his struggling team. 

"My boys kept going,” 
said Biskic. 

“For all ninety minutes 
it was exciting, and I'm 
pleased because of that. 

“Both teams played 
(well), I'm disappointed 
only because we didn't 
take any points. 

“But life goes on.” 


Every Footbal] pitch has its own stories. its own legends. Stee onto the grass is like 

Following in the footsteps of all those fabulous players who made Tepehaly the greatest show 
on earth.in the process of developing; designing and manufac- 
turing ASICS football boots, technological aspects are extre- 
mely Important .But we never forget about tradition. 
ASICS has its own way of making 


fiistory. The highlights 
of our new football col- 


lection form @ landmark 
‘in that history. 


Bootsie 
shocks United 
in rare home 

defeat 


By Ted Simmons 


CON Boutsianis struck 
twice with deadly effect 
to zoom Perth Glory 
back into title calculation 
and inflict Sydney 
United's first home loss 
in three seasons in 
the National Soccer 
League on Sunday. 

Perth won 4-3 ina fluc- 
tuating match in which 
two players were sent off. 

United led 2-0 in the 
first half and completely 
outplayed Perth, forcing 
the visiting team to con- 
cede eight corners to nil. 

Boutsianis brought the 


kick just before halftime 
and headed the winner in 
the final minute. 

"We should have bur- 
ied them in the first half 
and threw the game away 
at the end," said United 
coach David Mitchell. 

United produced a bril- 
liant display of one-touch 
passing football, domi- 
nated the midfield 
and crashed through the 
shaky Perth defence. 

Midfielder Ante Moric 
was most effective in 
taking the repeated cor- 
ner kicks and his 16th 
minute effort was nodded 
into the net by Joe Vrkic. 


the defence and his pass 
was whipped to the 
waiting Joel Griffiths 
who gave no chance to 
keeper Anthony Franken. 
In the next 10 minutes, 
Franken made two blind- 
ing saves from close 
range attacks, pushing 
the ball one-handed to 
block drives by Sterjov- 
ski and David Barrett. 
Against the run of play, 
Perth gained a free kick 
25 metres from the goal 
where Boutsianis 
swerved the ball off the 
post and into the back of 
the net for his fifth scor- 
ing shot from a dead ball 


tenewed vigour in the 
second half and won its 
first comer of the game 
four minutes after play 
resumed. 

"We played like a 
youth team in the first 
half and there was a big 
thunderstorm from me in 
the dressing room during 
the halftime break," said 
Perth coach Bernd 
Stange. 

"In the first half, we 
were not good because 
the-defence panicked and 


committed errors but 
improved greatly in the 
second half.” 


The Boutsianis goal 


for the first time in the 
65th minute when Bout- 
Sianis got behind 
the defence and a four- 
player passing movement 
ended with Robert 
Trajkovski scoring from 
close range. 

One minute later, the 
scores were again level 
when Nathan Day broke 
free on the right and 


his pin-point cross was 
touched into the net by 
the waiting Steve Berry. 

Referee Jeremy Blaney 
was forced to take quick 
action when a scuffle 
between Perth's Danny 
Hay and Sydney's Jacob 
Burns ended in punches 
and dismissed both play- 
ers from the field. 

With both teams miak- 


ASICS BIG MATCH UPDATE: ERICSSON CUP ROUND 21 


ing subsitutions to. cout- 
ner the extreme heat and 
humidity, the game 
seemed headed towards a 
draw until the final min- 
ute. Substitute Vas Kalo- 
geracos chased the ball 
almost to the United line 
and pushed a deep 
cross from the left over 
the goal area to the wait- 
ing Boutsianis. 


Glory back with a tre- 
mendous scoring free 


Seven minutes later, 
Mile Sterjovski robbed 


situation this season. 
Perth came out with 


sparked Perth into an 
attacking mode which 
had been missing in the 
first session and they 
drew level 12 minutes 
into the new stanza when 
Alistair Edwards put 
away a 15-metre volley. 


SYDNEY UNITED-3 (Vrkic, Griffiths, Berry) 
PERTH GLORY 4 (Boutsianis 2, Edwards, Trajkovski) 
Venue: Edensor Park 

Man of the Match: Con Boutsianis PRTH 


Perth snatched the lead Con Boutsianis: his deadly free kick kept Perth in the game in the Sirst half 
I alcor lS ERICSSON CUP £ 
e & 
disallow ed two SOCCER 
e 
. * 
as V V ilson s] ams Ericsson Cup Round 22: 26-28 February 
e Friday 26 February 
WI1n he ig Newcastle Breakers v Adelaide Sharks 
Breakers Stadium 7.30pm 
AN 85th minute goal by Mark Saturday 2 7 February > : : 
Wilson gave the Newcastle Roemer oreae aa Brisbane Strikers v Melbourne Knights 
Breakers three valuable points iison) 7 
against the Gippsland Fugen Venue: Mobil Park 5 uncorp Ss tadium - ee 00pm 
ee ecccmertcms (Man of the Match: Shane Pryce NEWC Marconi Fairfield v Gippsland Falcons 
encounter on Sunday night. Marconi Stadium 7.00pm 
The goal was the result of a 3 
speculative shot by’ Wilson In the first half they man- down here," he said. Sunday 28 Febri uary 
and an unfortunate mis- aged one solitary shot at ‘ “Maybe we were a little de- i 
judgement by the Gippsland goal struck by John Bonavo- fensive but our objective was Wollongong Wolves v Northern Sp init 
keeper Bojo Jevjdevic, who glia while Catlin's goal was to. block out the | Gippsland Brandon Park 6. 30pm 
missed the bounce. constantly peppered by the attackers particularly Perino- Perth Glory Vv Canberra Cosmos 
The fuckless Falcons had  Gippslanders. vich. 
two injury time goals disal- In the second half the Gippsland coach Stuart Perth Oval 4, 00pm 
lowed for infringements on game opened up with the Munro was obviously disap- lym 7 
Newcastle goalkeeper Bob visitors now taking the initi- pointed that his team was un- Sydney Ol PES Ne South Melbourne 
Catlin, tative, but with even fewer able to finish the actions par- Belmore Sportsground 6.30pm 
In the first half the _ strikes at goal. ticularly in the first half. arl Ss i 
Gippslanders had total com- Newcastle coach Lee Ster- "The teenagers (referring to Cc tonv ydney United 4 
mand, in fact the Falcons did rey said he was disappointed the young brigade that replaced Optus Oval 5. 00pm 
everything except find an ave- with the football played by suspended players Will Hastie, Bye: Adelaide City 
nue for goal. his team but was happy with Brian MacNicol and Clayton 
Shane Pryce was devastating the three points. Bell) played extremely well 


*** denotes ABC Match of the Round 


in defence for the visitors who 
had no choice but to play 
defensive football. 

Inside Soccer’s TRIVIA MOMENTS 


Sponsored by SOCCERLINE 


"Travelling to Gippsland 
is always a difficult road 
and we are happy to win 


with Ben Cassar terrific,” said 
Munro. 

“He keeps learning, enjoying 
it and we predict a big future 
for him. 

"Our goalkeeper cost us the 


to press. Please check with daily press, 
changes to scheduled kick offs. 


game in the end. '77, Adelaide Sharks (08) 8351 9866, Brisbane 
“That together with three 
WHO WAS Gippsland (Morwell) poor refereeing decisions. 
Falcons first NSL coach? "The Falcons must learn to 
ANSWER: see Ram Scoreboard, p30. win games again. 


“We cannot afford to make 
mistakes,” 
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THOMPSON 


By Paul Millar 


CARLTON new boy 
Archie Thompson 
smashed home four goals 
against a desperate Bris- 
bane here tonight to edge 
his national soccer league 
side back into play-off 
contention with the 5-2 
result making it a tough 
run home for the Strikers. 

Thompson took the 
bows and Carlton took 
the points, but Brisbane 
was in this game until the 
final 11 minutes before 
being swamped by the 
home side. 

Brisbane was reduced 
to 10 men just before 
halftime, missed a pen- 
alty just after the break 
and showed plenty of 
pluck but lacked a fin- 
isher like Thompson. 


from Gippsland a 
fortnight ago, but they all 
wanted to know him to- 
day after the quartet. 

He slammed in the 
opener in six minutes 
after Clint Bolton ‘spilled 
a Lubo Lapsansky drive, 
made it 2-0 with a deft 
header on 45 minutes, 
snapped onto a loose ball 
at 79 minutes to make 
it 3-2 and headed home 
in injury time for 4-2. 

Marcus Stergiopoulos 
finished the scoring at 5- 
2 while Des Hughes 
notched just before 
half-time to put Brisbane 
in the hunt at 2-1, Jeromy 
Harris levelled at 64 min- 
utes, but the Strikers just 


collapsed late in the 
game. 

Carlton coach Eddie 
Krncevic said the 
$40,000 his club had paid 
the Falcons for Thomp- 
son was money well 
spent. 

“All credit to Archie, 
four goals, what an effort, 
our forty grand's well 
spent, ten grand for each 
goal, but ail in all we're 
just happy to get the three 
points today," Kmcevic 
said. 

In the other change 
rooms, Brisbane coach 
John Kosmina was seeth- 
ing at Chris Zoricich's 
send-off by referee Brett 
Hugo at 45 minutes for a 


CARLTON 5 (Thompson4, Stergiopoulos) 
BRISBANE-STRIKERS 2 (Hughes, Harris) 


late tackle, but he had 
been booked only 
minutes earlier for a 
similar offence. 

Kosmina said he 
Should never have been 
sent for an early shower. 

"No way, but then Brett 
Ego is renowned for it, 
isn't he? 

“Is it Ego or Hugo, " 
Kosmina said. 

The match was a roller- 
coaster before Carlton 
steam-rolled home and 
the result could have 
been so different if stand 
in skipper Casey 
Wehrman converted a 
penalty in the 59th min- 
ute. 

Adrian Cagalj con- 


ceded a penalty with the himself by blocking owners who were ex- 
score at 2-1 with a foul in | Wehrman's spot kick. pected to officially take 
the area but the The victory was a real hold of the club within 
goalkeeper redeemed bonus for Carlton's new _ the next few days. 


8-goal thriller at 
Hindmarsh 


By Sam Lienert 


Venue: Optus Oval 


Thompson is hardly on Man of the Match: Archie Thompson CARL 


first name terms with his 
team-mates after crossing 


ADELAIDE CITY 4 (Mori 2, Veart 2) 
WOLLONGONG CITY 4 (Surjan, Horsley, Chipperfield, Karavatakas) 


It is not good enough to play I wouldn't care if we lost five- 
35 minutes and win the game, nil but they have got to give 
no team can afford that,” their full effort. 


A PENALTY goal to Wollon- Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 


gong substitute Steve Karava- 
takis about two minutes from 
fulltime gave his side a 4-4 
away draw with Adelaide City 
in an entertaining NSL 
match at Hindmarsh Stadium 
on Sudnay night. 

The Wolves seemed headed 
for victory against the much 
higher-ranked City, leading 3- 
1 at half-time with forward 
Scott Chipperfield heading the 
charge. 

Chipperfield was in spar- 
kling form, combining with 
fellow forwards Antony Sur- 
jan and Esala Masi to domi- 
nate the first half. 

City opened the scoring in 
the 14th minute when Carl 
Veart tipped in a goal from 
point blank range after striker 
Damian. Mori had headed -the 
ball over keeper Leslie Po- 
gliaconi. 

The Wolves defence looked 
unsettled and loose in the 
opening minutes but grew in 
confidence after Chipperfield 
set up their opening goal three 
minutes later. 

He took on the Adelaide 
defence before being brought 
down with an illegal tackle by 
Angelo Costanzo in the pen- 
alty area and Surjan easily 
levelled with the resulting 


Man of the Match: Scott Chipperfield WOLL 


penalty kick. 

The fast Wollongong for- 
wards continually exposed 
Adelaide's defence for pace on 
the counter-attack and Chip- 
perfield set Matthew Horsley 
up for his side's second goal 
just seven minutes later. 

He made another skilful 
move into the left side of the 
penalty area, drawing defend- 
ers towards him then crossing 
the ball to an unguarded Hors- 
ley, who converted from two 
metres out. 


Adelaide coach Zoran Matic - 


tried to lift his side by bring- 
ing substitute Bradley Armour 
onto the field to replace Brad- 
ley Hassell but Wollongong 
responded by scoring its third 
goal almost immediately. 

Chipperfield put his own 
name on the scoresheet with a 
brilliant solo mun, | starting 
about 40 metres from goal and 
taking on four defenders to 
score with a firmly struck 15- 
metre left-footer. 

City came out after half-time 
with far greater urgency and 
began to dominate possession 
through the midfield - 
Costanzo and Dong-ki Kim 


providing Mori and Veart 
with plenty of chances. 

Mori struck the bottom of 
the crossbar with a fierce left- 
footer that would have given 
the keeper no chance in the 
opening minutes of the half 
before eventually converting 
midway through the half from 
an almost identical spot to 
bring the score back to 3-2. 

Spurred on by a large home 
crowd, Adelaide continued to 
press hard and was rewarded 
when Veart and Mori both 
scored again in a three-minute 
burst to give their side a 4-3 
lead late in the match. 

But Wollongong came back 
to level the score through 
Karavatakis penalty against 
the flow of play. 

In a dramatic finale, Wol- 
longong's Michael Brooks had 
beaten the keeper and struck 
at goal but Costanzo used his 
hands in a desperate diving 
attempt to stop the. ball and 
gave away the subsequently 
converted penalty. 

Matic said his players had 
been lazy in the first half and 
cost themselves an important 
win. 


"Who wants to be a coach? 


Matic said. 

"Even that wasn't that bril- 
liant, it was just pressure on 
them and we forced the goals. 


"But I don't need to com- 
ment, you could see it for 
yourself out on the field." 


Carl Veart: got two out of the eight goal total at Findearth 
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By Alan Clark 


SOUTH Melboume stretched 
its lead at the top of the table 
for the second week in a row, 
defeating Top Six aspirants 
Marconi 2-0 at Bob Jane Sta- 
dium on Sunday. 

The win means South is the 
only team to hold an unde- 
feated home record this cam- 
paign, providing a strong base 
upon which to build a second 
Championship attempt. 

In a round where the goals 
were a penny a dozen, all it 
took was for South to net 
twice in the opening 36 min- 
utes and then soak up Marconi 
pressure from then on. 

The two goals had arisen in 
Similar circumstances. 

South coach Ange Posteco- 
glou had counted on absences 
in Marconi's usual defence 
meaning not only would there 
be an unfamiliar defensive 
combination, it was giving 
away centimetres in height if 
South's tall defenders could be 
brought into the attack. 

After ten minutes the plan 
was evident. 

Steve Panopoulos sent in a 
long cross teasing Ante Covic 
into attempting a punch. 

Covic missed, leaving his 
goal then exposed as Nick 
Orlic headed narrowly over. 

The lesson wasn't learnt, and 
seven minutes later the pres- 
ence of Con Blatsis and Nick 
Orlic up for a corner was 
enough for Panopoulos' comer 
to be headed on by Vaughan 
Coveny to where Paul Trim- 
boli awaited and gleefully 
headed home. 

Marconi coach Frank Farina 
acknowledged the ploy after 
the game saying: "I think 
Ange (Postecoglou) exploited 
it quite well. 

“We didn't have a real lot of 
height at the back. 

“Since losing Babic and 


Don't just toss your ad in and h 


Inside Soccer: 50,000 readers can’t be wrong 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 2 (Trimboli, Coveny) 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD 0 


Venue: Bob Jane Stadium 
Man of the Match: Nick Orlic SMEL 


Longo, our two centre-halves, 
it takes a lot of our height 
away, and we struggled. 

“(South) troubled us from 
nearly every set-piece that 
they had." 

Francis Awaritefe made a 
tetum to one of the clubs on 
his playing resume, and was 
involved in most Marconi 
thrusts of substance. 

He celebrated his retum 
with a strong challenge on 
South's keeper Jason Petkovic 
mid-way through the half that 
threatened to develop into a 
nasty incident involving play- 
ers of both sides, but the im- 
pressive Mark Shield was 
quickly in to settle ruffled 
tempers. 

Comers and set-pieces were 
always likely to be the undo- 
ing of Marconi, and the defen- 
sive panic was palpable. 

Michael Curcija had a goal 
disallowed as he swept the 
ball into the net from a cor- 
ner - the referee seeing Covic 
had been hindered. 

But the second was not long 
coming. 

Blatsis had again linked up 
with the attack, carrying the 
ball wide down the right be- 
fore launching a far-post cross 
that completely cut out the 
defenders, perfectly falling for 
Coveny to head goalwards. 

Marconi's first attempt for 
the half took until the 40th 
minute when Vlado Zoric 
struck a screamer from dis- 
tance but watched it go over. 

Just before the half ended, a’ 
South comer again caused 
havoc being scrambled clear 
after it looked certain to result 
in the third. 

Blatsis' involvement in the 


game ceased suddenly just ? 
before the half ended when it § 


looked like he suffered a re- 
currence of his hamstring in- 
jury which caused him to miss 


much of the first part of the © 


season. 

South's depth was to be 
tested once again. 

The second period was dis- 
satisfying for the large crowd, 
as South was content to soak 
up the pressure and hit on the 
break. 


Robbie Hooker had been | 


substituted and Marconi had 
dispensed with a sweeper, 


bringing on an extra mid- 


fielder. 

"We were 2-0 down, and I 
decided that we'd go with a 
different line-up,” said Farina. 


“Tt was just a tactical thing ; 
and Robbie was the one who | 


had to make way." 


Marconi was allowed back ; 


into the game, even if penetra- 
tion was still beyond them. 

Marcus Phillips had the 
most noteworthy effort with a 


35 metre shot which flew just 


wide of Petkovic's right post. 
Just before the game con- 


cluded, 99-game Jason Polak - | 


ASICS BI G MATCH UPDATE: ERICSSON CUP ROUND 21 


Blues exploit 
lack of Marconi 
tall timber 


who had come on for captain |) 


Paul Trimboli with ten min- 
utes remaining - had found 
himself through on Covic after 
Coveny's flick-header had 
split the Marconi defence. 


Polak was unable to convert | 


as Covic raced out to block. 

"We knew that they'd come 
here and throw everything at 
us, so it was a bit of a danger 
game for us," said Posteco- 
glou. - 

"We won the game in the 
first 45 minutes. 

“But if were a little bit 


ADVERTISING IN 
INSIDE SOCCER IS EASY 


Just call Cec Bucello on (02) 4324 5660 and find out how. 
Ask for our special ‘Coathanger Ad’ prices or details of current 
campaigns. 
ope for the best —let us design a campaign 


for YOU. 


Now distributed coast to coast 
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Paul Trimboli: got opener for South Melbourne against Marconi 


smarter in the second half we 
could have capitalised, and 
maybe got another goal or 
two. 

“But I can't complain.” 


LIVE SOCCER 
ON ABC 


MATCH OF THE ROUND 


CARLTON 
Vv 


SYDNEY UNITED 
Sunday 
28 FEBRUARY 


5.00pm ABC 600 
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NEW SOUTH WALES 


Macerola 70 


SCOREBOARD 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY 


ERICSSON CUP 1998/99 


SUPER LEAGUE: First Grade, Round 3 home away 
Saturday February 20 PWDLFA WDL F A Pts 
raoboaenee Sutherland Sharks0 = \14 South Melbourne 209 10 238 4 3 3 161343 
Sat eh 2 Perth Glo 206 1 3 219 6. 2-3..27515:36 
Bonnyrigg W Eagles 4 Parramatta Eagles 1 3° Sydney United 207 2 2 2311 #41 5 121536 
Richardson 55 Bard 46 4 Northern Spirit 206 2 2 147 5 0 5 131935 
Macino 20, 23 5 Adelaide City 207 3 1 259 3.1 5 101134 
eae 6 Carlton 207 24289 22 6 122031 
eee 7 Sydney Olympic 198 11248 #+%¢35 9 iat 
Bankstown City Lions 3 Fairfield Bulls 1 8 Brisbane Strikers 195 3 2 1812 315 
Hawrysuik 55 Driene 20 9 Marconi Fairfield 195 12 1912 326 
Issa 67 10 Newcastle Breakers 204 331211 226 
peceeuts 41 Wollongong Gity 193 421711 226 
Ryde City 2 oer 12 Adelaide Sharks 194 42 1913 216 
Ollerenshaw 75, 88 Pullicino 6, 47 13 Gippsland Falcons 1913525 5" 6ied3. 41) 3 5 

14 Melbourne Knights tSi2—2 Geto 1G. (262555, 
Leichhardt Tigers2 © Macarthur Rams 3 45 Canberra Cosmos 192088 18 027 
Talcevski 65 Lloyd 40 
Landsdowne Whidett 50 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 

Northern Division PWOL FA Pt 
AIS 18 125 1 71 1241 
Sydney Olympic 18 12 2 4 48 2038 
Norther Spirit ERLE 2) iS (32081795 
Newcastle Breakers 18 11 4 3 38 1837 
Marconi Fairfield 15.9 5 1 +46 1232 
QAS 7 eles 5021-34 
Wollongong Wolves 16 10 1 S 34 1631 
NSWIS 1610 3 3 39 1233 
Sydney United 187 4 7 33 2725 
Marconi Fairfield Colts 18 5 3 10 16 3018 
ACTAS 184 2 12 26 4414 
Sydney United Colts 174 0 13 18 5112 
Northern Spirit Colts 172 3 12 16 72 9 
Sydney Olympic Academy 18 1 3 24 13 59 6 
Wollongong Woives Colts 181 2 15 10 79 § 
Southern Division POW DIE SRrA “Pt: 
South Melbourne 16 {10,3553 2991533 
Carlton 1449 2 3 41 1629 
vis jE rah Sh whe tS 7d) 2) 
Gippsland Falcons 136 2 7 23 2420 
Melbourne Knights 15 5 3 7 26 2918 
Bulleen Inter Kings 1445 2 7 19 2417 
Albury Wodonga 1440 1 13 14 511 


CO Zam 
RAM SPORTS 


Inside Soccer’s TRIVIA MOMENTS 
Sponsored by SOCCERLINE 


I. Terry Venables, Raul Blanco (caretaker), Eddie Thomson, 
Frank Arok 

2. Les Scheinflug v North Korea, 1965 

3. Hakoah Eastern Suburbs (later Sydney City) 


RAM SPORTS 


The ONLY Australian owned brand with FIFA Approved balls 
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Canterbury M'ville2 Central Coast 2 cen DEE BEALE VICTORIAN PREMIER RESERVES: Round 4 Westvale 2, 301 4453 
Nikas 25, 85 Seon Cantetbory Martie 3 3 : a : St Albans Saints 4 Preston Lions 0; Hoi : : 2 i 3 
Bym 62 a ited 3201526 Port Melbourne Sharks 2 Altona Magic 0 Saige 20113-7 ; 
woe ee Ryde City Ey 2) (i) Teer are ETE? alt rd : South Dandenong 2002390 
POW DEL E Leichhardt Tigers a DOM eee esival : Springvale Eagles Altona East 3003 4 150 
Macarthur Rams 3300105 9 P. EARS Bi iies 2 4 Bulleen Inter Kings 2 Sunshine Georgies 0 
Blacktown City 3 20:1 6-3 6 Blacktown City cel tien Caer Melbourne Raiders 4 Altona East I Powerade Youth League semi-finals: 
cant ; ; , i Bemis mi ies 6 Green Gully Cavaliers v Bentleigh Greens (playing | | Springvale City 4 ipreston'Lions 0 
Bonnyrigg WEagls 3 1118 8 4 Central Coast 2 0.2 Bates Monday Carlton 2 South Melbourne I 
Fairfield Bulis S51 1 te, 6 4 Sutherland Sharks SO2es 8 3 Baw Dit AUPE 
Leichhardt Tigers 3111444 Eastern Suburbs 3012461 St Albans 330039 2 
Central Coast ee Fairfield Bulls 3003180 Preston Lions Ai? JE BON TsinZ AWSA National League 
Parramatta Eagles Slt elas 4 Bullen Inter Kings 3 2 0 0 9 3 6 
Eid Hot io ae VICTORIA Green Gully 3201 108 6 Saturday 20 February 
Bentlei arti 1 4n 34 : aa 
Sutherland Sharks 3012251 aie ete st de te er SASI Pirates 5 NNSW Horizon 0 
VICTORIAN PREMIER LEAGUE: Round 3 sunshine 3111674 Halfpenny 5 
SUPER LEAGUE: Under 21, Round 3 Monday 15 February Melbourne Raiders Sy ieee shai 
ooo WC 
Saturday February 20 Bulleen Inter Kings 2 _ Springvale Eagles 2 
Bankstown City 4 Sutherland Sharks 0 Westvale 0 South Dandenong 2 
Bonnyrigg Eagles 2 Parramatta Eagles.0 
: VICTORIAN PREMIER LEAGUE: Rd 4 
Sunday February 21 St Albans Saints 2 Preston Lions 1 
Bankstown City Lions 0 Fairfield Bulls 2 Port Melbourne Sharks 5 Altona Magic 0 
Ryde City 1 Eastern Suburbs 3 South Dandenong I Fawkner Blues I 
Leichhardt Tigers 0 Macarthur Rams 3 Springvale White Eagles 1Westvale 1 
Canterbury M’ville3 Central Coast 3 Bulleen Inter Kings3 Sunshine Georgies 0 
Melbourne Raiders 4 Altona East 0 
PWDLF AFP Green Gully Cavaliers v Bentleigh Greens (playing 
Macarthur Rams 3° 3 ON Omsaate Monday 
Bonnyrigg WE 3300709 
Blacktown City 30208 l eAanG VICTORIAN PREMIER LEAGUE: Round 4 
Fairfeld Bulls He O Lee & PWODLFAPt 
Eastern Suburbs Soba f\ Soe Pt. Melbourne 33.00 102 9 
Canterbury Marrickville 3 1 115 4 4 Bentleigh Greens 32 af 0M 9M 7, 
Central Coast 311155 4 Green Gully BRT 0 7 67 
Parramatta Eagles Sy 1 lel 1S p6nr4: Preston Li 3-2’ 0 16 2.6 
Sutherland Sharks 301 O02ean ge Wee aL A Be 
Leichhardt Tigers eh Bet Gy Ol ieee Aha GAS 
ra ey Po nee eet eS Melboume Raiders «3:1: 2:20 <4:3~«S 
a a South Dandenong Po ney a 
SUPER LEAGUE: Under 18, Round 3 Eoin Fes 5 3 3 : ‘ 2 2 
Saturday February 20 eS ICOTEH ; 
Bankstown City 3 Sutherland Sharks 0 St. Albans 3102373 
Bonnyrigg W Eagles! Parramatta Eagles 1 Ree ieee 5 - 4 : és a on 
Sunday February 21 Altona Magic S080 3) ogo! 
Bankstown City Lions 3 Fairfield Bulls 0 . 
Ryde City 3 en Sct eaan aa RESERVES: Round 3 
Leichhardt Tigers 9 Macarthur Rams 2 Bulleen Inter Kings7 Springvale Eagles 0 
Canterbury M’ville 4 Central Coast 2 Westvale 2 South Dandenong 2 


SCOREBOARD 


BROUGHT TOYOU BY 


RAM SPORTS 


RAM SPORTS 


OAS Sting I NSWIS Sapphires 2 GROUP 14 Alex MOREIRA (CARL) 
Bond Cavanagh University 2 Warilla Wanderers 0 4 Mile STERJOVSKI (SUTD) 
Slayter Kiama 0 Cringila Lions 0 9 Michael CURCIJA (SMEL) 
Lysaghts 4 Woll Amateurs 1 | | Ericsson Cup Round 21 8 Peter BULJAN (CANB) 
Sunday 21 February Shoathaven City 1 Sade tneliee = a 20 February 8 Ivan KELIC (MELK) 
SAST Pirates 2 NNSW Horizon I Malbournstkniphrdo ANG GR 8 Archie THOMPSON (CARL, +4 GIPS) 
Bisby Forman ae ate Ze : Con SOUTSINNS (PRTH) 
(ADSH) 
Black NAT. YOUTH LEAGUE Kutlesovski 77 Amold 46 7 sina ape orrgail 
Slater 77 7 Kresimir MARUSIC (SPRT) 
OAS Sting 1 NSWIS Sapphires 1 NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE Venue: Knights Stadium 6 Francis AWARITEFE (MARC) 
Ferguson Peters NSWIS 3 Northern Spirit 0 Crowd: 3,728 6 Bobby DESPOTOVSKI (prTH) 
Simon Catanzaro Referee: L Prospero 6 John GIBSON (ADSH) 
FINAL TABLE PWDLFEA Pt Noel Arrarte 6 Joel GRIFFITHS (SUTD) 
Canberra Eclipse 169 3 4 322530 Anthony Doumanis Sunday 21 February e Brad pepe prt 
SASI Pirates 168 4 4 291128 Adelaide City 4 Wollongong City 4 A Se een (cant) 
NSWIS Sapphires 167 6 3 2413 27 AIS3 Wollongong Wolves I Veart 13, 81 Surjan 15 5 foe ANASTASIADIS (SMEL) 
eS Sune FO) See en Ons Elias Dimourtzidis2 Chad Bishop Mori 70, 86 Horsley 24 5 Jeromy HARRIS(GRIS 
Northem NSW Horizon 162 2 12 16 488 Joshua Kennedy Chipperfield 36 : rovaiiiafateot ds pa (WoLL) 
Karaviakis 43 5 Kris TRAJANOVSKI (MARC) 
Newcastle Breakers 3 NSWIS 0 Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 4 Marco BRESCIANO (CARL) 
Paul Wheeler 2 Crowd: 4,546 4 Simon COLOSIMO (CARL) 
QUEENSLAND PREMIER LEAGUE: Round 1 Saoud Umlil Referee: G Connolly eat HORSLEY Ge) 
Saturday 20 February 4 ; 4 Norman TOME (SOL 
WRG hesate 1 Gold Coast 1 A Queensland Academy 0 Carlton 5 Brisbane Strikers 2 4. Supa eS % reed , 
Ljubo Milicevic Thompson 7, 46, 79,93 Hughes 49 Cho EWC, 
opr | PEE NE John Cvetanovski Stergiopoulos 95 Harris 63 4 Ray YOUNIS (WOLL) 
Rochedale Rovers! Brisbane Lions 2 Rage Ee Younes fan 3 Walter ARDONE (SUTD) 
Kevo Gulesserian ‘enue: Optus Oval 3 Graham ARNOLD ( 
Sunday 21 February Elias Dimourtzidis Crowd: 2,502 3 Zeljko BABIC (MARC) 
Taringa Rovers I Brisbane City 2 Referee: B Hugo 3 John BUONAVOGLIA (NEWC) 
Toowoomba United Ipswich Knights 3 Wollongong Colis3 ACTAS3 3 Michael GARCIA (PRTH) 
Tanayatis Tzolikidis Matthew Julienne South Melbourne 2 Marconi Fairfield 0 3 Troy HALPIN (PRTH) 
P WDLF A Pt Saso Popovski Goran Velianovski Trimboli 16 : oo HUGHES TS (OLY) 
ae ychk nights oN Sos 1 ae akers 4 Reuter cs irit Colts 0 voaeaes Jane Stadi 3. Vas KALOGERACOS (PRTH) 
Brisbane City i ER Eg me ee eae Gone ey 3 Hamy KARL (MELK) 
Brisbane Lions PaeONA? 1.3 pee ae, ee Ek, a 3 Lubo LAPSANSKY(CARL) 
Bundaberg Waves Ones 2 1 3 SK ae Se Ee 3 Stephen LAYBUTT (BRIS) 
Gold Coast 10.1 Out v4 CES , a) 3 Goran LOZANOVSK! (SMEL) 
Mount Gravatt fivkice y- 0 1 Peter Juchniewicz Gippsland Falcons 0 eae a I 3 Stuart MCLAREN (BRIS) 
in 3 Dino MENNILLO (ADLC 
vgaciete peers Sea) 2 20 Sydney United 4 Sydney United Colts 0 Venue: Mobil Park 3 Scott MILLER (Pat ) 
Memes Ravers eee Greg Collins 2 Crowd: 1,735 3 Greg OWENS (NEWC) 
Wynnum 1 00) ie 2 "07 g pre g| | 
Toowoomba United 1001030 Daniel Kukucka etenees C Diomis ; Reece TOLLENAERE (BRIS) 
Josip Moric GIPS: ol aon air “re 

ILLAWARRA Marconi Fairfield Colts 3 Wollongong 3 NEWC: 3 Daniel WATKINS (SPRT) 
CORRIMAL LEAGUES CLUB CUP: Round | : at 2 Elias AUGERINOS (SOLY) 
Sunday 14 February Now in Australia! 2 Tanset BASER (SMEL) 
GROUP A 2 Paul BILOKAPIC (SPRT) 
Balgownie Rangers Barbarians I 3 peticeang us ARO)” 
Bulli 3 Mawarra United 1 nistian CARE (MAR 

( : 2 David CERVINSKI (MELK) 
Helensburgh Thistle 0 South Coast United 2 : <a 2 Scott CHIPPERFIELD (WOLL) 
Port Kembla 2 Bellambi 0 Canberra’s MEGASPORTS is a wholly owned subsidiary of 2 Sean CRANNEY (BRIS) 

; : = i 2 Alistair EDWARDS (PRTH) 
cour < ae ||) Seen 
Wollonong Olympic 1 Albion Park 0 operates 40 of Nevada’s Spo. . 2 Chad GIBSON (MARC) 
Conston Lions 8 Aborigines 0 Sports Betting prices quoted on all major Australian and 2 Chay HEWS (BRIS) 

Western Suburbs 2 Dapto 1 international soccer matches as well as a o oe spb en 
Picton Rangers 2 Tarrawanna I wide variety of other sports. 2 Boe kus (MA Z C) ) 

2 Brian MacNICOL (GIPS) 
a 4 Corrimal Leagues 0 2 Andrew MARTH (CARL) 

2 3 2 Levent OSMAN (GIPS 
Highlands United 0 Woonona 0 P H O NE l 8 0 0 0 0 0 3 8 0 2 Jason POLAK (SME. 
Shellharbour City 2 Wollongong W Eagles 2 2 Joel PORTER (ADSH) 
Fernhill 2 Berkely 0 2 Shane PRYCE (NEWC) 

» Megasports (A.C.T.) Pty Ltd (A.C.N. 081 251 470) Z cau REID we ae 
GROUP D rk 
eh freee PO Box 2708 Canberra ACT 2601 2 Mica SAN! TALAB (SUTD) 
Wollongong Amateurs 0 Cringila Lions 1 “ 
Solaen Cin Unter megasports.com.au 2 Antony SUMAN WOLL 
Northern United 4 Warilia Wanderers I 3 fine TERMINERLO ADLC) 
i Fai ; 2 Hamilton THORPE (ADSH; 
CORRIMAL LEAGUES CLUB CUP: Round 2 re Na Sydney United 3 Perth Glory 4 2 Danny VIDAKOVIG (ADSt) 
Sunday 21 February Joe Bruni 3 Vrkic 16 Boutsianis 38, 87 2 Andy VLAHOS (CARL) 
GROUPA ; Michel Hemichatnp Sterjovski 23 Edwards 55 2 Kasey WEHRMAN (BRIS) 
Helensburgh Thistle 3 Bellambi I Berry 64 Garcial63 2 Mark WILSON (NEWC) 
South Coast United! Port Kembla 4 Mark Hagger Vente ie dercnrat 2 Chris ZORICICH (BRIS) 
Mlawarra United 1 Balgownie Rangers 4 Cuil Crowd: 4.211 : Richie ARTONE pa 
Barbari Bulli 3 : Corey ARTONE 

jarbarians 0 ll Southern Division Rederee: Blancy 1 Ransford BANINI (MELK) 
GROUP B Sages meek Misey Wodarge Canberra Cosmos v Sydney Olympic (Played PM saan ah SSE (PS) 
Aborigines 0 Tarrawanna 3 aQTED Monday) 

, Erhan Bayraktar : 1 Ciayton BELL (GIPS) 
Dapto 0 Wollongong Olympic 5 BYE: Adelaide Sharks 1 Peter BENNETT (SUTD) 
Albion Park ] Western Suburbs I Behe Gippsland | 1 Steve BERRY (SUTD) 
Coniston Lions 2 Pi : ;. 

‘oniston Lions icton Rangers 0 Alex fee fov ski Touy| Banka Li ea din g Eri csson c u p ! yao cepa — 
GROUP C Dies Scorers 1 Nick CARLE (OLY) 
Sheltharbour City2 _ Berkeley 0 1 Joe CALETA (SUTD) 
Kemblawarra 3 Highlands United 0 Melbourne Knights 3 VIS2 te pee aoe fee, 1 Alvin CECCOLI (WOLL) 
Corrimal Leagues Club 0 Woonona 2 pea i cy 11. Vaughan COVENY (SMEL) | Aaten CERVINSKI (SOLY) 

¥ ‘oje Matkovi 
Wollongong W Eagles 3 Fernhill 1 Damaeiied 11 John MARKOVSKi (PRTH) 1 Oe cen ON (SMEL) 
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SPORTS FACTORY 
SHOP 50 (upper levels 

NEETA CITY SHOPPING CENTRE 

SMART STREET, FAIRFIELD - 


Tel: (02) 9727 9022 Fax: (02) 9727 9395 


BALLS LICENSED FOR NSWSF MATCHES 
LOTTO SIZE 3 SIZE 4 SIZE 5 


LOGO ELITE MATCH $88.75 
TACTO MATCH $52.55 
STADIO LOGO MATCH $46.85 
CHAMPIONATO MATCH $88.85 
SQUADRO-PRO MATCH $30.95 $31.65 $31.65 
TROFFO MATCH $25.50 $24.75 $25.50 
EUROPA TRAINING $18.50 $18.50 $18.50 
AREA TRAINING $15.95 $15.95 $15.95 
MITRE ULTIMAX MATCH $110 
PRO MAX MATCH $87.50 
MONDE MATCH $63.50 
COMSIC/MUDNIAL MATCH $49.50 
ULTIMA EURO FLARE MATCH $49.50 
PREMIER LEAGUE ULTIMA MATCH $38.50 $38.50 $38.50 
MAXIMA MATCH $27.90 $27.90 $27.90 
EGhE MATCH $24.20 $24.20 $24.20 
DEMON TRAINING $22.50 $22.50 
TEMPO TRAINING $17.25 $17.25 $17.25 
AZTECA TRAINING $15.95 
RAM MERINO MATCH $55.95 
CROMARK MATCH $37.75 $44.90 
RYELAND MATCH $30.55 
RYELAND MATCH $27.40 $27.40 
DORSET TRAINING $20.75 $20.75 $20.75 
CORMOR TRAINING $16.95 $16.95 $16.95 
REAL MONDIAL $67.50 
ESPANA $48.95 
MEXICO $42.90 $42.90 
NAPOLI $26.90 $26.90 
SANTOS 18P $19.95 $19.95 $19.95 
SANTOS 32P $19.95 $19.95 $19.95 
ROMA $16.50 $16.50 $16.50 


BALLS NOT LICENSED FOR NSWSF OFFICIAL MATCHES 
KOS EUROPA $21.95 $21.95 


COMPETITION $14.35 $14.35 $14.35 
STRIKER $13.65 $13.65 $13.65 
MAJESTIC $12.90 $12.90 $12.90 
CLASSIQUE $11.35 $11.35 $11.35 
TIANGO $10.70 $10.70 $10.70 
ADIDAS TRICOLORE $25.00 
PUMA CELLERATOR $65.00 
KING $65.00 
KING TRAINING $32.95 
SOCCER $20.95 
SOCCER $19.75 


SOCCER 


SPORTS FACTORY BALLS i 
ARE ALSO THE CHEAPEST ON THE MARKET TODAY 


